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Foreword

This is the 11th edition of the High School Track and Field Annual
and, as usual, our national lists and records disagree with the National
Federation. We make no restrictions because of the type of meet, com­
petition or whether it was or was not a winning effort. Marks made in
AAU or other outside competitions have been included in the lists, as have
non -winning marks in all types of meets where it is assumed such times
(generally unofficial) are reasonably accurate. Performances during the
summer months, until September, are included. Some people contend
these should not be counted - -especially for seniors - -but many state meets
or other post-season invitationals are entirely legitimate.

Boys who have not received' a diploma from previous attendance in
a high school are accepted so long as they have not exceded four years or
reached their 20th birthdate.

Staff

This Annual was produced by the staff of Track & Field News. Jon Hender­
shott was Production Editor and the statistics were supplied by Hugh Gard­
ner. For contributions to Track & Field News and for future editions of
the High School Annual, appropriate material should be sent as follows:
Current marks and statistics to Jack Shepard, 7507 Croton Road, Houston,
Texas 77 036. All-time statistics to Hugh Gardner, P.O. Box 1271, Red­
wood City, Calif. 94064. Feature material to Fran Errota, P. O. Box 781,
San Jose, Calif. 95106. Business matters should be addressed to Track &
Field News, P. O. Box 296, Los Altos, Calif. 94022.

Photo Credits

Cover, Don Wilkinson; 6, Alan Shapiro; 8, upper left, John Zimmerman
for Sports Illustrated, upper right, courtesy German Press Agency, low­
er left, Neil Leifer for Sports Illustrated, lower right, Rich Clarkson;
12, Rich Clarkson; 31, right, Steve Murdock.

On the Cover
Attacking the bar in the Olympic high jump final at Mexico City is

1968 prep Athlete of the Year REYNALDO BROWN. The Compton, Calif.,
super schoolboy placed fifth in the Olympics at 7'!", but his most sen­
sational performance was a 7' 3" national high school record jump at the
Final Olympic Trials.
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Brown 'Athlete of Year'

by Jon Hendershott, Editorial Assistant
Track & Field News

Reynaldo Brown is a phenomenon which comes along rarely in high
school track: a national prep record -holder, a consistent topper of one of
the sport's "magic" barriers, and a US Olympian - -all before his senior
year of high school.

In 1968, Brown was prep high -jumping's number one leaper. He
was undefeated in every prep competition he entered, cleared 7 -feet four
times in prep competition (once at 7'~" for a national record which was
later bettered by Wasco, Calif.'s, Otis Hailey, and another at 7'0" which
annexed his second consecutive Cal state title), soared an unbelievable
7'3" in the Final Olympic Trials to make the US team, and placed fifth in
the biggest meet of all, the Mexico Olympic Games, with a 7'!" effort.

For such superb performances, Reynaldo Brown is 1968' s high
schoo I "Athlete of the Year" .

The year 1938 truly was a stellar year for the senior at Compton,
Calif., High. Besides going undefeated and winning his numerous hon­
ors, Brown also won the Compton -Coliseum Relays prep competition at
7'0". He slipped to a tie for seventh in the AAU championships, clearing
6' 9". At the Semi Olympic Trials, however, he bounced back, literally,
getting over 7' 0" again for third place.

Still, up to the Final Trials, Brown wasn't really considered a
prime threat for the team. In several pre -Olympic meets, he was jump­
ing only in the 6' 8" -6' 10" range and in one even sagged to 6' 3". But, when
the chips were down, Brown ignored the tremendous pressure of the Trials
and cleared 7' 3", along with Ed Caruthers and Dick Fosbury, to qualify
for the United States team.

At Mexico, Brown again showed his maturity, despite his youth, to
the cream of the world's jumpers. He didn't miss until the bar reached
7 '1~", cleared 7'!" on his first try, and displayed supreme confidence by
passing 7'1". He missed badly on his first two tries but narrowly nicked
the bar on his final attempt. His fifth place helped earn him the same
notch in the world ranking and he was rated the third-best American.

Besides his-world -class track talent, Brown is also a basketball
player of star caliber. At 6' 5", 210 -lbs., that's not too surprising. He
is the center of Compton's team which won 32 consecutive straight games
in 1967 -68 and by the first of the year had stretched their string to over
40 games. Brown has scored as much as 2S points in a single game.

But, of course, it is for high -jumping that Reynaldo Brown has
made his name well-known.

He first started jumping as a 13-year-old seventh-grader at Comp­
ton's Willowbrook Junior High, clearing 5'S". His next year, he went over
5'11" but as a ninth -grader he shot up to 6' 5". He kept going up and up,
clearing 6' 9!" as a 13 ophomore at Compton High to win the state title.

Brown's potential seems unlimited - -and he hasn't even been ex­
posed to collegiate and national-caliber competition week -after -week yet
as a collegian. Of course, after seeing his performances against worid­
class competition last year, some of the competition may not be too anx­
ious to meet him.

After all, it is a little disheartening to think an Olympic veteran like
Reynaldo Brown still has to look forward to his senior prom.
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Brown, Carrigan Glitter in '68

by Fran Errota
HS Feature Editor

Reynaldo Brown and Casey Carrigan are still high school seniors
who have already attained a goal about which many only dream.

Brown (Compton, CaliL) and Carrigan (Orting, Wash.) were mem­
bers of the US Olympic track and field team at Mexico City. Brown made
the team off an incredible 7' 3" effort in the high jump at the Final Trials
at South Lake Tahoe, and Carrigan made the squad after clearing an equally
astounding 17' 0" in the pole vault, the first prep to achieve that feat.

Brown went on to finish fifth in the competition at Mexico City at
7':!:" while Carrigan missed a berth in the finals when his pole slithered
under the bar and was ruled a miss at the qualifying height of 16' 1" .

Joining Brown and Carrigan at South Lake Tahoe as the only preps
at the Final Trials was Bob Bornkessel (North, Shawnee Mission, Kans.).
The Kansas flyer will probably go into the record books as the finest hurd­
1er in prep history after his national records over the three intermediate
barrier races, 36.7 for 330-yards, 51.0 for 440-yards and 49.8 for 400­
meters. In addition, he clocked 13.7 for the prep high hurdles, 18 .1w in
the straight 180 lows and also managed an 18.6 legal time over the lows.

One youngster who did not make it to South Lake Tahoe, but who
rates in the minds of many right along with those who did, is Sam Walker,
who emerged as the finest shot putter in prep annals.

Walker (Samuell, Dallas, Tex.) became the first schoolboy to sur­
pass both the 70- and 71-foot barriers, before finally winding up at 72' 3:!:",
obliterating the national record of 69'6" set in 1967 by Karl Salb (Crossett,
Ark.). Walker also bettered the national mark with the 16-lb. bulb when
he did 61'1:!:", upping Dallas Long's ten-year-old record by i". Walker's
marks are truly among the finest in prep history.

The Brown-Carrigan-Bornkessel-Walker foursome, along with the
440 relay team from Kirkpatrick High of Ft. Worth, Tex., which com­
bined for a 41.1 clocking, comprises the national record claimants for
1968. Bornkessel, of course, claims three standards and Walker two.

The 1968 season saw two qther athletes other than Brown clear
7-feet in the high jump, and giving Walker his push in the shot put was
Doug Lane (Jefferson, Cedar Rapids, Ia.), who beGame the only other
high schooler to go over 70-feet when he went 11 inches past the once­
magic mark.

Otis Hailey (Wasco, CaliL) held the high jump standard for a time
at 7' 1:1:", but that was before Brown's big effort in qualifying for the Olym­
pic Games. Lorenzo Allen (Casa Grande, Ariz.) also had a clearance at
7' 0", and a number of others were close to that barrier, including Brown's
Compton teammate Pat Bradford, who did 6'l1i" .

There were many other outstanding performances during 1968:
A talented 880 field was paced by John Drew (Memorial, Houston,

Tex.) who sped the two-Iapper in 1:49.5 to win the Golden West meet, pull­
ing John Brady (St. Helena, Bronx, N. Y.) under 1:50 with 1:49.6 .... Ede­
sel Garrison (Centennial, Compton, Calif.) sped a two -turn 440 in 46.7,
the 100 in 9.6 and anchored his school's mile relay team to the fastest
time of the season--3:14.3--with a 46.6 leg ... Scott Hiles (Madison Heights,
Anderson, Ind.) and Rich Elliott (Proviso West, Hillside, Ill.) were the
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only prep distancemen to dip under 9:00 for two-miles, clocking 8:56.4
and 8:56.8 respectively. Elliott was the sole high-schooler under 14:00
for three -miles with his 13:58.2 during a 5000 -meters.

Heulon Hewitt (Merced, CaliL) contributed a 25'10~" long jump
and has another season to catch Jerry Proctor's national record of 26'~" ...
Tom Brosius (Springbrook, Silver Springs, Md.) had marks of 64'6~" and
190' 0" in the shot and discus, a double surpassed only by Randy Matson's
66' 10~" and 193' 1l~" ... Jimmy Evans (Waco, Tex.) and Rayceal Williams
(Abilene, Tex.) also dipped under 47-seconds in the quarter, as both ran
46.9 to tie for the Golden West meet title ... Bob Barratti (North, Wichita,
Kans.) had himself three top efforts in the 880 (1:50.5), mile (4:08.9) and
two -mile (9: 05.6).

In the relay department, only one national record fell, but there was
unusual depth in most events. Kirkpatrick of Ft. Worth, Tex., twice zipped
41.1s, a tenth under the old mark, and also led the 880 relay with 1: 26.2.
Two California quartets, Centennial (Compton) and Fremont (LA) were one­
two in the state mile event and occupied those positions nationally. The
Penn Relays also produced many fast stick races, including the two leading
two-mile teams and the top four distance medley units.

All this produces difficulty in naming outstanding athletes in differ­
ent categories. However, to Brown, off his consistency (many times over
7'0"), his ability to compete best when the stakes are the highest, and for
his fifth place finish in the Olympic Games, goes the honor of" Athlete, of
the Year". His 7'3", under any set of standards, is a super performance.

On the track, the nod for outstanding athlete must go to Bornkessel,
another amazing athlete from the track-conscious state of Kansas.

Top athletes by classes:
SENIOR --Bornkessel and Walker. Walker's feats with both the 12­

and 16 -lb. bulbs and Bornkessel's surprising maturity against world -class
hurdlers were truly amazing for prep athletes.

JUNIOR --The obvious selection in the field has to be Brown. In any
other season it would be Carrigan, a 16' 8!" vaulter as a junior (his 17' 0"
vault technically came in his senior year since it occured after Sept. 1)
as compared to former world record holder Paul Wilson's 16'6~" as a sen­
ior. Phil Herndon (Central, Little Rock, Ark.) was outstanding on the
track with 13.7 and 18.6 hurdles clockings and efforts marked by consis­
tency on good and poor tracks and in all kinds of weather. Steve Prefon­
taine (Marshfield, Coos Bay, Ore.) had a top competitive record to go with
4: 12.3 and 9:01. 2 clockings. Combining top efforts on both track and field
was Spencer Thomas (Carver, New Orleans, La.) with 38.1 in the 330
hurdles, 19.2 in the 180 lows, 23'6" long jump and 48'6~" triple jump.

SOPHOMORE - -It's hard to choose from a talented trio of trackmen.
Darwin Bond (Dobyns -Bennett, Kingsport, Tenn.), 47.5 in the 440, is one.
Another is Ken Curl (Worthing, Houston, Tex.) at 9.5 (9.3w) and 21.2t
had a competitive record to match those times (Texas State 4-A champ in
both). Then there is Rod Milburn (Clark, Opelousas, La.), who had 13.9,
19. Os and 19.It hurdle clockings. Craig Streichman (South, Torrance,
CaliL) ran a 2: 33:23.0 marathon just after turning 16. Jesse Stuart (Glas­
gow, Ky.) rates the nod in the field off sensational 61' I!" shot putting.

FROSH - -The great Central Valley of California claims the outstand­
ing frosh athletes in field man Dave Tucker (San Joaquin Memorial, Fresno)
who won his section crown with an amazing 48'4" triple jump, and track­
man Harry Nicholas (Reedley), who also claimed his section title with a
4: 17.2 mile clocking.

With so much great talent returning, an old cliche may not be out of
order. It may very well be that "the best is yet to come" .
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