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FORUM

THE MATTER OF AGE GROUPING. ..

As my club is only 25 miles from Canadian border we
compete mostly in British Columbia, with boys & girls
meets being held at the same time. Sometimes only
certain events are held each meet. This gives an op-
portunity to try all events.

I would like your magazine to discuss the determin-
ation of age at meets. We run into four different ca-
tegories:

(1) Canadian - age determined as of January lst,
(2) Junior Olympic — age as of May lst,

(3) AAU - age as of date of meet,

(4) Junior Champ - age as of National Meet.

For example, my nine year old boy (birthday May 21)
competes in TYKE (9-under) division in Canada, BANTAM
(9-under) in Junior Olympics, 10-11 Division in AAU
and in the 9-10 group in Junior Champs.

WALLY CAVINESS
NW Washington Striders
Bellingham, Washington

Editor: §SL has brought up this crucial matter
more than once - see editorial of April & Sep-
tember, '71. We will continue to do so until
the "mess" in the US 1s straightened out.

See page three.

RECORDING OF TIMES & DISTANCES...

Even though we have not reached the national level
of competition, I do enjoy your magazine. Thanks for
printing the results of our relays and the other meets
we attend. It makes our girls feel good to see the
clubs name or their name in your magazine.

MIKE BEARD
Palog Hills Track Club
Orland Park, Illinois

How do you convince people that results of a meet
should be more than just the time of the winner. I
have tried to do some analysis of times/distances,
such as the top 25 and a best performance by class and
age, but it always seems that what you need is never
available in any necessary detail.

It has been my position as a runner and a coach,
that everyone who runs should get his time. I guess
that no matter what I do, this will not be until all
meets use an electronic photo timer.

WILLIAM BURNS
White Plains, New York

Editor: SL agrees that, if possible, everyone who
competes should have their time or distance recor=-
ded...and printed in results sheets, sent to all
participating teams. It can be done. For instance,
the age group results we get from Albuquerque, N.M.
frequently list 20 to 35 participants in an event...
including times in heats, wind readings, etc. Is
it any wonder that the "Duke City" has more outstan-
ding age groupers than most cities many times its
population.

CHANGE OF PACE...

In our club I don't have the girls compete all year
'round simply because I think an athlete gets tired,
physically and mentally, of the same sport the year
around. So here's what we do.

In the fall we play organized soccer in a league
formed for girls. In the winter they run indoor
track. In the spring they play volleyball in a girls
league, right up until May. Then we go outdoors for
three months of outdoor traclk.

It is too much for a young girl to specialize at
a young age (10, for example). After ten years of
track, or any sport, you will loose interest just as
you are reaching your peak in the early twenties.

DENNIS HURSEY
Bay State Striders
Northboro, Massachusetts

DISAPPOINTED. ..

I am disappointed in Starting Line. When it start-
ed, I was under the impression that it was for age
group athletes, that it wasn't going to duplicate what
is covered in Track & Field News. What has happened
to that idea.

Too much of your magazine is now a repeat of what
is in T&FN, i.e. Juniors meet with Russia, ete. and
coverage of athletes such as Randy Williams and Dwight
Stones during the Olympic Trials and Olympic Games.
They are great, and I'm not against them, but they re-
ceived ample coverage.

It also seems to me that there is not a lot of room
devoted to the meets in Washington and Oregon as there
is to the meets in California. I doubt that I will
renew my subscription when it runs out. I don't think
it is worth it.

STEVE HANSEN
Wood land, Washington

Editor: Whether a subscriber decides to renew or
not, is beyond our jurisdiction. It's a free coun-
try, as they say. I do, however, take strong issue
with the contention that we duplicate T&FN's cover-
age of the news. 98% of our material is original
material, sent to us by our correspondents, volun=-
tarily or on assignment, or written up by ourselves.
The Junior International Tour, for example, was
covered photographically by Karin Smith, on assign-
ment for Starting line, the commentaries were pro-
vided special to SL by Dave Rodda, Bobbette Krug
and Joni Huntley, and the highlights written up by
our own Bill Peck. In three pages of coverage,
our only "duplication"” was 17 columnar lines, ex-
cerpted from other sources. Mr. Hansen just had
to be corrected on this point.
Incidentally, we firmly intend to continue cove-
ring the Junior scene, national and international,
in this magazine. We believe this to be essential
in regard to the outlook of all young athletes, in-
cluding Mr. Hansen's 13 year-old son.

Signed,

Max Zucker
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Top) 15 year-old MARY DECKER, from Garden Grove, CA. not only
led the nation's half milers last year, but was one of the best
milers and quarter-milers as well.

In recent indoor competition, she received large National T.V.
and newspaper coverage for her world record performances in the
880 and 1000 yard run. Mary seems to be on her way of becoming
this nation's most promising Olympic hopeful.
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Bottom Left) SUZIE SNIDER, of Waco, Texas, was surely the top
all-around female field-eventer in the US for the last three years.

Besides being the best Junior Shot putter in the land in 1973,
she had the longest Junior Discus throw for the year as well.

In previous years, she had shown National calibre ability in
the Javelin, High Jump and even the Tiple Jump.

Bottom Right) 9 year—-old CRAIG HALL, from Oxon Hill, Maryland,
was the oustanding distance runner of the year in the nine & un-
der divisdon.

In this picture he is seen running away from everyone at the
RRCA National Cross-Country Championships in New York, estabish-
ing in the process a new course record for his division, improving
an already great mark, formerly owned by age group phenom Chuck
Assumma.

Craig collected first place medals in every single National X-

Country meet - from the RRCA, the AAU and the Junior Olympics -
the Grand Triple. A fear hard to duplicate.

From the Editors

Looking back at 1973, we notice, with satisfaction, a number
of positive developments in the nation's Junior Track Programs.
Among the plusses were the first USA International duel meets
overseas for Junior Men and Women and the explosion of Girls
High School track. MNot to be denied, is the overall develop-
ment of Boys age group track and the growth of various Junior
Olympic, CYO and RRCA Programs.
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On the negative side, we still have such thorny problems as
the relative lack of coordination and communication between the
various Track & Field sponsoring organizations. Also deplorable
is the confusion at the higher AAU levels, which adversely ef-
fects particularely the Girls Junior program. Most vexing of
all, is the continued messy system (or Tack thereof) for deter-
minning age groups.

As pointed out by the letter of Wally Caviness, in the Forum
section on page 2, age hopping between different systems can be
confusing in the extreme.

We believe that the best system of all is the Canadian one,
mentioned by Mr. Caviness. One should note this system is fol-
lowed by most of the rest of the world, except the progressive(?)
USA. STARTING LINE will continue to promote the idea of grou-
ping by birth-year, as the simplest and most effective method.

Possibly the fairest (if it were enforced), but in actuality
the worst system of all, is the age on day of meet method used
in AAU age groups. From the results we get, it has been ap-
parent to us that this method has led to excessive mistakes,
cheating, emotional trauma and increased paper work.

We belijeve, therefore, that this method be changed as soon
as possible. Signed

' Bill Peck, editor



1973
GIRLS JR. RANKING by Bill Peck

For the third year we present a ranking of
the top Junior Girls (borm in 1955 or later)
in each event for the 1973 season. The ini-
tial ranking (for '71) appeared in the first
edition of the STARTING LINE HANDBOOK, and
last year, in the January/February issue of
STARTING LINE Magazine itself.

Girls were ranked on three basic factors:
1) performance in the most important meets
of the year, 2) consistency throughout the
season, and 3) best marks for the year.

100 vard/100 meter DASH

1-MABLE FERGERSON (Pomona, Ca) concentrated on longer
events in national meets but was easily the fastest
junior with 10.5y best and 6 times 10.8y or better and
was a convincing winner at Phoenix and San Diego /5th
ranked in '71, 4th in '72/. 2-JACKIE RANDOLPH (Wash-
ington, DC) was the surprise AAU 14-17 Champ at 10.7yw
and followed with a win and two second:places on the
Buropean Tour including an 11.7m best. 3-MAUREEN ABARE
(San Diego, Ca) finished only third at Irvine but ran
10.9y or better four times and won at San Diego /8th
ranked in '72/. 4-DEBORAH CLAY (Gary, Ind) was a very
strong runnerup at Irvine (10.7yw) and Dayton, though
she had few fast times and a tough Junior Tour. 5-
DEBBIE CARROLL (Collins, Ia) the All-American Champ at
10.7y and fifth in USTFF Women's, may have beaten some
ranked above her if she had the chance.

6~AILFREDA DANTELS (Detroit, Mich) was a close 5th at
Irvine after beating Clay at Dayton and had six 11.0y
times or better /3rd in '72/. T7-CREOLA MILLER (E Palo
Alto, Ca) was a good fourth at Irvine, a poor sixth
at Ann Arbor and had 7 times of 11.0y or better. 8-
DIEDRE WILSON (Brooklyn, NY) had at least nine 11.ly
or better races and was sixth at Irvine., 9-DENISE
ROBERSON (Philadelphia, Pa) who was 15,. like Diedre,
ran 10.9y or better three times, was the best of the
AAU 14-15 field after narrowly missing the finals in
14~17 meet at Irvine. 10-MARY LeBLANC (New Orleans,
La) was runner—up at Ann Arbor and Hastings with a
best of 10.9y, to edge National JO Champ VERONICA
WILLIAMS, Hastings winner MARY LOU JASNOCH and others.

200 meter/220 yard DASH )

1-FERGERSON was, without doubt, number one after win-
ning the AAU Women's title and rumning 23.9y or faster
five times /3rd ranked in '7l & '72/4 2-ROSALIN BRYANT
(Chicago, I11) was rumner—up at the Irvine 14-17 then
had a great Buropean Tour, winning all the junior dual
meets with a best of 24.1m /Tth in '72/. 3-ABARE was
California and National AAU Girls Champ but lost three
times to Bryant in Europe, running 24.5y or better at
least eight times /9th in '72/. 4-VERONICA WILLIAMS
(Gary, Ind) was a close fifth at Irvine, then won at
Ann Arbor and Hastings, running 24.6y and gquicker six
times with best of 24.4y. 5-CHRIS A'HARRAH (Upper
Darby, Pa) was Bastern Girls league champ, fourth at
Irvine and ran three windy 24.4y or faster.

4

R R e T R B T TR R

Meets considered major were the AAU Girls
and Women's Championships (both at Irvine, CA),
the National Junior Olympics (Ann Arbor, Mich),
the National AAU "Junior" Championships (Has-.
tings, Neb) and the meets of the European Ju-
nior Tour (Heidenheim, W Germany;, Warsaw, Po-
land; odessa, USSR).

In some events other meets were strongly
considered, including the Phoenix (AZ) "In-
vitational"”, Eastern Girls Track League Fi-
nals (Lansdale, PA), Texas High School Cham-
pionships (Austin), Miami Valley "Invitatio-
nal"™ (Dayton, OH), USTFF Championships (Wi-
chita, KS), All-American High School Meet
(Des Moines, IA), California AAU (San Diego)
and AAU 14=15 Nationals (Irvine, CA).

The top ten performers are listed in
most events, along with their rankings in
1971 and/or 1972, if any. Some general com-
mentaties are added at the end of each event.

Readers comments are invited.

6~CARROLL was runner-up at Wichita and champ at Des
Moines, both in 24.6y. T7-LINDA BLAKELY (Detroit,Mich)
was third in AAU Girls and National JO with a legal
best of 25.1y (24.4yw). B8-DENISE ROBERSON was the
class of the 14-15 set at Irvine in 24.3y, was sixth
in the 14-17 meet there and had four sub 25.0 times.
9-MILLER was a finalist at Irvine, rummer—up in Ann
Arbor and beat 25.0 six times.or more. 10-JANICE WISER
(San Luis Obispo, Ca), the "“transplanted" Marylandexr
and '72 JO Champ, ran an early 24.3y and had two other
24.5y or better, but didn't make any big "finals" /5th
in '72/. Even.with wind, the "furlong" slowed in '73.
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EILEEN CLAUGUS

400 meter/440 vard DASH

1-Marvelous Mable FERGERSCN, possibly the best ever US
talent in this event, tailed off from her 1972 Olympic
Finalist year, but still beat all other juniors, had
the fastest time (53.8y) and won the Women's AAU /1st
ranked in '7l & '72/. 2-KATHY WESTON (Reno, Nev) was
the season's big surprise, winning at San Diego, Ir-
vine (14-17 & 14-15), Heidenheim, Warsaw and Odessa.
Her best was 53.8m. 3-A'HARRAH tried for the Senior
touring team and made it by finishing fourth in the
AAU Women's meet, which she followed with a 53.9m win
in Turin, Italy. 4-CAROL HUDSON (Albugquerque, NM) was
runner-up at Irvine and trailed Weston also in Europe,
recording a 54.4m best. 5-ROBIN CAMPBELL (Washington,
DC) was a challenging third at Irvine and posted 55.5y
or better four times, with a best of 54.5y.

6-TRUDI REBSAMEN (Mt Prospect, I1l) was great late, as
she won at Hastings and Ann Arbor (55.3y) after taking
only sixth at Irvine. .7-MARY DECKER (Garden Grove,Ca)
ran the event seldom, but tied Weston at San Diego in
54.6y, then finished second in the Irvine 14-15 race.
8-DEBBIE ROBERSON (Los Angeles, Ca) was a close fourth
in the AAU Girls and narrowly missed the Women's fin-
als, with three 55.Ty or faster races. 9-SHERRY JAMES
(Alexandria, Va), another latecomer who was eighth at
Irvine, but ran 54.5y in July and was runner-up at the
National JO. 10-SUSAN VIGIL (Albuquerque) though only
a semi-finalist in the AAU Girls, was finalist in the
Women's and third at Ann Arbor (best of 56.0y) to rank
over faster, but less active runners such as JANICE
WISER (54.6y), WENDY KOENIG (54.8y) and RENEE MOORE
(55.3y). The "quarter" is still in good hands (feet).

800 meter/880 yard RUN

1-DECKER, lost twice at Irvine falling victim to her
own tumble in the 14-17 and Wendy Koenig's kick in the
Women's final, but was practically unbeatable other-
wise, winning three of five foreign senior meets, run-—
ning 2:03.9m or better thrice and recording a best ev-—
er US junior mark of 2:02.4m, at age 14. 2-KOENIG, in
addition to devestating the AAU Women, ran a 2:03.8y
and two other sub-2:05,s, competing in four foreign
senior meets /2nd ranked in '72/. 3-CAMPBELL was AAU
Girls 14-17 and 14-15 Champ at age 14, won West German
ard USSR Junior meets, and posted a 2:04.7m with eight
sub 2:10 marks. 4-JULIE BROWN (Billings, Mont) was
unknown in April, but by the end of July had finished
fourth in the Women's AAU at 2:07.8y and run four more
sub-2:10,s in the European Junior Tour and elsewhere.
5-LYNN HOLLINS (Riverside, Ca) a talented, though in-
experienced "find" was second in the AAU 14-17, was
14-15 winner, toured in Europe iand ran 2:07.9y at 14.

6-RUTH KLEINSASSER (Azusa, Ca) was seventh twice at
Irvine, but won All-American Meet and had 2310.7y top.
T-ANNE GALLAHER (Phoenix, Ariz) had a lackluster seas-
on for her, but was fourth in AAU 14-17 (2:11.3y) and
the same in the Women's Division semis (2:11.2y) /3rd
ranked in '71 & 4th in '72/. 8-DEBBIE VETTER (Upper
Arlington, Oh) posted & 2:11.9y bést and a fifth place
in the Girls AAU /8th ranked in '72/. 9-KATHY HAUGHEY
(San Jose, Ca) was eighth at Irvine, second at San Di-
ego at 2:11.0y. 10-VICKI EBERLY (Los Gatos, Ca) ran a
2:12.0y at San Diego. A solid, improving event, which
is beginning to attract runners with 440 speed.

1500 meter/One mile RUN

1-EILEEN CLAUGUS (Sacramento, Ca) on the basis of her
third place in the Women's AAU (4:40.7y) was selected
for the Junior Tour where she had a win and two sec—
nds and ended with 6 races at 4:46.1 or better to def-
end her top ranking /2nd in '71, lst in '72/. 2-DECKER
had the vear's fastest junior time (4:37.4y), won at
Phoenix and had 5 races under 4:45y, but was occupied
with other events in late season /10th in '72/. 3-
DOREEN ENNIS (Nutley, NJ) was runner-up in the Girls
AAU, then finished fifth (4:49.5y) in the Women's race
to earn selection for the Junior Tour where she dipped
under 4:30m all three races. 4-DEBBIE QUATIER {dmonds
Wash) won the Girls AAU convincingly, but fell back to
seventh in the Women's Division with her best time of
4:51.3y at.age 15. 5-KATY SCHILLY (Central Square,NY)
was just sixth in the AAU Girls, then improved ten se-
conds (4:53.9y) to finish eighth with the Women.

6-TENA ANEX (Fair Oaks, Ca) had one good race compared
to '72, but it was good for third at Irvine (4:55.6y)/
4th ranked in '72/. 7-JOY JARVIS (Kettering, Oh) was
a consistent second at Dayton and Des Moines, fifth in
the Girls AAU and had five runs of 5:04.4y or better,
with a top of 4:58.2y. 8-KATHY MINTIE (Fullerton, Ca)
earns this ranking with her 4:56.1y in the 12-13 group
at San Diego and three races 5:02.1y and faster, in-
cluding a 12-13 win at Irvine. O-VAL EBERLY (Los Gat-
os, Ca) was fourth at Irvine (5:00.5y) in one of her
infrequent races in big meets /7Tth in '72/. 10-ANITA
SCANDURRA (Greenlawn, NY) was the winner at Hastings,
and ran three 5:03.4y times or better with a 5:00.2y
best/9th in '72/. Despite injuries, a solid event.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 18)



1973

AGE-GROUP BOYS
HIGHLIGHTS

by Max Zucker

In the following pages, we will review last year's
track season, by looking into each age group division
and bringing into focus the names of some of the best
performers of 1973.

In order to decide who was to be included in this
summary, we took the following criteria as a guide:

1) Consistency of performances — athletes who
fared well all year had preferance over those who
realized one great mark and were not heard of again.

2) Versatility - boys who attempted a variety of
events with a certain degree of success had an edge
over the "specialist" (one who specializes in one
event only). Particularely in the younger age groups

3) Specific age - age group divisions are so va-
ried in ages, that in order to bring a reasonable
amount of consistency to the selection, only boys
whose age and background were known to us were in-
cluded. (However, everyone is included in the Jr.
Olympic National Tabulations - page 11 thru 14 in
this issue, and the 1973 AAU list of Best Perfor-
mers = read all about it in our next issue).

4) Under-age youngsters = athletes who will re-
turn in the same division this year (we hope), and
should be looked for as favorites in their respec=
tive age group (i.e. an 8 year-old in the 9-under
division, 10 year=-old in the 10-11, etc...).

9-Under Division
NINE & UNDER TOP ATHLETE of 1973

CRAIG HALL, from Oxon Hill, Maryland.
Born November 22, 1963; a member of the Cavalier
Track Club (Marlow Heights, MD)

Already quite outstanding as an 8 year-old, Craig
who is a big and strong boy for his age, was just
too much for anyone in his class in 1973.

After winning the Eastern section of the Postal
Mile in 5:31.1 (taking 2nd overall, behind top miler
Mike Assumma), he went on a grand tour of the U.S.
in search of more laurels. If there was an impor-
tant meet somewhere, Craig was sure to be there
with his folks. You can say that he is pretty lucky
to be able to travel so far and so wide. On the
other hand, with so much talent, why hide it in
Oxon Hill.

His first stop was the age group Nationals in Co=-
lorado - his winning 2:32.4 in the 880 was the best
ever for a 9 year—-old, and it took a record setting
performance by Willie Goldsmith to put him in 2nd
place in the 440 (67.1).

After that, it was all gravy: beating the best
at the BAU X-Country Nationals in So. California,
smashing the opposition at the RRCA Nationals in
New York (setting a course record, previously owned
by the fantastic Chuck Assumma) and finishing off
the year with an easy victory at the J.0. X-Country
Nationals in Nashville, Tennessee.
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SELECTED PERFORMERS OF 1973

WENDELL SELLS (l1-31-63), from Salinas, California
/Salinas Valley Track Club/

His greatest distinction lies in his outstanding
and record setting high jump of 4-8%, which is 2
inches higher than anyone else in his group.

Wendell is also very versatile from running the
100 in 13.0, the mile in 5:45.5 as well as long
jumping 13=10% - all those marks are first class.

JIM BANISH (9-12-63), from Arvada, Colorado
/Jeffco Track Club/

If one were looking for a good prospect in the
weight events, this boys would be a sure bet. Un-
touchable in the Shot Put - his 35-3 with the 6 lbs
ball puts him almost 10 feet (!) ahead of his clo=-
sest rival.

His class comes through in other events as well,
He was the winner of the long jumping event at the
Nationals, at Lakewood, with an excellent 13-10%
(3rd best jump of the year) and earned a 3rd in the
220 (30.9). The Shot Put event was, of course, no
contest. Just for the record, Jim is the brother
of Howard Banish, the age 14 and 15 All~-Time record
holder in the Shot and a top National Discus pros=
pect. It's all in the family.

MIKE ASSUMMA (8-30-63), from Rialto, California
/Rialto Road Runners/

Mike is not only following in the footsteps of
his well known brothers, one might even say that
he is one step ahead. His record setting perfor-
mance at Corcoran of 5:22.1 in the mile, took away
a record set in '69 by the famed Kevin Knox - a
feat his brothers couldn't achieve.

2dd to his credit for the year a 68.6 in the
440 (with 3 marks under 70.0) and the 3rd Best
All-Time 880 at 2:32.9.

WILLIE GOLDSMITH (8-12-63), from Albuguerque,
New Mexico /Albuquerque P.A.L./

His finest performance was his winning 66.2
in the 440, at Lakeweod, which broke by 6 tenths
the former Age 2 Best.

His other bests for the year include a 30.2
in the 220 and a fine 4-2 in the High Jump, good
enough for runner-up spot at the Nationals.







