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Schools Leave SPAL

San Jose’s Withdrawal Ends

'Half Cen'i'u

|By DENNIS ANDERSON

Tribune Correspondent

| The death knell sounded for
|one of the longest eras in North-
{ern California sports yesterday
‘'when the Board of Managers of
the South Peninsula Athletic

League accepled the applica-|

‘tion for withdrawal of San Jose,
Lincoln and Willow Glen high
schools,

The move banished forever
any recognizeable form of the
Peninsula Athletic League, one
of the oldest prep unions in
the state.

League compelition be-
tween Sequoia, San Jose, Palo
Alto and San Jose high
schools has been traced back
as fay as 1906, and may well
have roots even before fhe
turn of the century. At that
time the P.A.L. was a “sub-
league” of the Academic Ath-
letic League, which included
all of the coastal section of
Northern California (similar
to the North Coast Section).

A wedge was driven into the
‘historie group on Jan. 7 last
\year when the P.AL, bulging
with 16 members and expecting
more, split into two separate
groups. The league already had
been playing in northern and
southern divisions in most
sports for several years and the
principal immediate effect of
the split was to end inter-
division playoffs for champion-
ships,

Now, however, it has led to
further division of leagues
which has also split the Santa
Clara Valley Athletic League
and will no doubt continue un-
il the tremendous population
influx into the Peninsula levels
off,

The three San Jose schools
contributed much of the rich
heritage of Peninsula prep
‘sports with numerous fine ath-
iletes, outstanding coaches and
| teams.

San Jose High, in the late
"30s when it was the city’s only
high school and had a huge en-
rollment, was the scourge of
the Peninsula, and, indeed, of

i i

ry of Tradition

o currentl,v in their greatest era.
. ‘Under George Brinck, Lincoln
|has won four titles in the past
ive years and is favored again
in ’58.

/| Willow Glen was the first post-
war school to open on the Pen-
‘linsula. The Rams entered the

lleague in 1950 and have been
pper-division contenders ever
ince. Their trophy case, in
even years, includes two base-
all crowns, two frack dual
meet championships and sev-
ral lightweight basketball
wreaths.

A list of luminaries contrib-
uted to collegiate, amateur and
professional sports by the San
:|Jose schools would {fill this
“Ipage.

Of the modern athletes,
‘the top footballers, of course,
must be Kmetovie and Tay-
lor, who gained All-America
honors with Stanford’s Wow
Boys and have led successful
much of Northern California. _:g?;fh?:"fs cz;::rsd::l:gﬁe?na

With a backfield that includ-| handsome list of grid stars,
ed Pete Kmetovic and Chuck| headed by Joe Ramona, Santa
Taylor, the Bulldogs bowled to| Clara All-America and pro
successive P.AL, football cham-| star for the New York Giants;
pionships in 1936-37. San Jose| john Rohde, Little All-Amer-
completely dominated light-| jea at C.0.P.; Holy Boruck at
weight sports, won five varsity| Stanford; John Stewart at
track championships in seven| gal. Mike Jones at San Jose
years between 1936-42, and in- State; and many more.

augurated a skein of 10 base- : z
ball championships in 22 years. Rich Hosley, star at Lincoln

Cross - town Lincoln stole
some of San Jose’s thunder
when it entered the league in
1943. With Lee Cox handling
football and track teams, the
Lions ran up enviable records
and produced numerous col-
lege stars.

One of the most fascinating
personalities in Peninsula
sports, Cox won four football
titles in 15 years and produced
a won-lost record of 63-36-7 in
league play. He gained national|
recognition in track while win-
ning eight consecutive varsity
championships, two at San Jose
High and six in a row affer
moving to Lincoln.

Lion basketball teams are

SAN JOSE'S TAYLOR

WILLOW GLEN’S HERRMANN

Cubberley
Keeps b/
Grid Title

SOUTH PALO ALTO —
San Jose, Abraham Lincoln
and Willow Glen High
Schools withdrew from the
South Peninsula Athletic
League yesterday.

The move, which took
place at the regular league
board of managers’ meeting,
becomes effective at the end
of the current school year.

The San Jose district schools
ended a 52-year affiliation with
the SPAL fo join a segment of
the Santa Clara Valley Athietie
League, reforming into two di-
visions to accommodate an ex+
panding number of high
schools in the San Jose area.

Five members now remain in
the SPAL—Sequoia, Menlo-Ath-
erton and Carlmont High
Schools from the Sequoia dis-
trict, and Palo Alto and Cub-
berley from the Palo Alto dis-
trict. Ravenswood and Wood-
side High Schools are expected
to join the organization in Sep-
tember of 1958 but will not
compete in varsity sports until
September, 1959.

In anether significant gc-
tion yesterday, the board ef 4

managers voted 5-2 to allow
Cubberley to retain its 1957
varsity football champion-
ship.

Cubberley inadvertently vio-
lated a league rule by allowing
transfer guard Ed Valencia to
play in three league games be-

fore he had legal clearance.

Valencia came from Omaha,
Neb., to live with Mr. and Mrs.
Lowell Grundmeier in Palo Al-
to. But documents establish-
ing him as the Grundmeiers’
ward were not on file when
Valencia began play.

Valencia’s mother in Omaha,
however, had .assured James
Laurits, Cubberley principal,
that proper documents existed.

Because there was no- intent
on Laurits’ part to violate the
league rule, Valencia yesterday
was declared eligible. Sequoia
and Palo Alto cast dissenting
votes. Cubberley abstained.

In an effort to shore up
their ranks after the San
Jose schools’ withdrawal,
managers moved to invite
Mountain View and Los Altos
‘high schools into the SPAL
.next September. It up]:eared
unlikely that Mountain View
district schools would accept
the offer, however, Superin-
tendent Blaine Huntsman
told the Tribune yesterday
his district would remain
with the SCVAL at least one
more year.

SPAI. Commissioner Gordon
McKeon, confronted with a se-
ries of drastic schedule revi-
sions, said he planned to meet
with Bill Perry, SCVAL com-
missioner, in an effort to co-
ordinate open dates next foot-
|ba,11 season.

“T hope we can retain some
of the dates with San Jose
ischools,” McKeon said, “and
iplay them as practice games.”




F-t.hl:-;' winter, may well be
| |best basketball player ever to
come out of the three schools.
To gain such rating, however,
he must surpass the exploits of
such as George Clark, who was
P.AL. player of the Year at
San Jose in 1948, became an
all-time stand-out at San Jose
|State, and returned to San
Jose High to be mamed SPAL
{Coach of the Year last season.
Lincoln’s Carroll Williams, all-
time scoring champion at San
Jose State, and Willow Glen
sharpshooters Eric Anderson
and Wayne Marion are other
standouts.

No. 1 in track, of course, is
Lincoln’s Don Bowden, who last
May became the first American
to run the mile in less than
four minutes. He is certainly
 |not alone, however. Willow
- |Glen’s Frank Herrman (Stan-
lford) was rated the world’s
eighth best broad jumper last
year and San Jose's Vern Wil-

son (San Jose State) has high!
‘ jumped all over the world for
| 'United States’ teams.

Though Lincoln’s team has
been short on baseball cham-
plonships, the Lions have been
long on individual standouts.
Philadelphia FPhillies outfielder
Bob Bowman prepped there as
did Doug Weiss, who pitched
Cal to the NCAA championship
last spring and then signed a
fat bonus contract with the
Yankees.

. Stanford chucker Dick
| Jones led Willow Glen to a
ileague title and Ben Gon-
zales, San Jose Josox out-
| fielder, was rated one of the
|best horse-hiders in league
| history when he won all-star
honors three years and was
twice named Player of the
Year at San Jose High.

Romero was all-league for San
Jose High and did a pro hitch.

doubtless

sports ‘history in their new|
role in the Santa Clara Valley|
Athletic League, but their years/
of prowess in the P.AL. will
not scon be forgotten.

en Ralph| :
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Creation of Ne
37-Year-0

Official division of the Penin-
sula Athletic League Monday ecli-
maxes 37 years of history begin-
ning in 1920. Action hy the

league’s commissioners followed a
{trial split of #.e league in 1952.

Previously, before Monday’s di-|
{ vision, however, the league was
| still technically one, although it

was split into the northern and
southern division.

Creation of the southern league,
of which Menlo-Atherton High
School is a member, is expected
to clear the way for eventual

creation of a combined Palo Alto-'

Sequoia distriet league,
CARLMONT IN SPAL :
Carlmont, which started life in
the SPAL, was switched back to
this league following Monday’s

division after competing in the .
NPAL most of the time sinvce

1952,

The league has fried to solve
its overgrowth problems for the
past nine years; the handwrit-
ing on the wall was first seen in
1948 when a few far-seeing
sportswriters began to warn of
the coming tremendous student
influx.

Following its organization in
1920, the Peninsula = Athletic
League was reasonably
until 1933 when several schools
dropped out to form the Santa
Clara Valley Athletic League. At
this time there were seven

schools, Jefferson, South San
Francisco, Burlingame, San Ma-

Jose, competing in foothall. Half

“The San Jose schools wﬂlf Moon Bay was the eighth member

continue to make|

of the league, but did not com-
pete in football.
GROWING SINCE 1943

Lincoln entered competition 10
years later and the league has

- been growing ever since. Willow

Glen became the league’s tenth
member in 1950, and Capuchino
joined in 1950, Menlo-Atherton in

1951, Carlmont in 1952, Hillsdale|
in 1955, while numbers 15 and 16!
in the league were Cubberley and

Westmoor, admitted last spring.
(Some of the schools did not be-
gin competition during the year
they were admitted to the league.)
During the war, in 1944 and
1945, the league was split into
division for all sports other than
varsity football, but overall round-
robin play was resumed later and
continued until the fall of 1952.

stable |
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ngh opens in Millbrae sometime
next year the distriet will already
have five schools (Mills, San Ma-
teo, Burlingame, Capuchino and
Hﬂlsdale) and another school for
San Mateo seems méwtab]e with-
in a short time,

Sequoia-Palo Alto - uumbmed
districts: Within six years, ac-
cording to present plans, there
will be eight schools—Carlmont,
Sequoia, Woodside, Menlo-Ath-
erton, East Palo Alto, Palo Alto,
Cubberley and a new school in

/ SPAL Ends

,rgamzatlon

the Barron Park area. |
San Jose district: Principals of
PAL schools in San Jose have con-
fided to other board of manager
members that even without the co-
operation of the SCVAL schools in
San Jose, they will be able to
form a ecity league was new
schools by 1959.
Any new reorganization m1ght

| also include private schools, such

as Serra, Bellarmine, and less
likely St. Francis of Mountain
View and Menlo School.

Menlo Park R;}corder

AND QAZETTS
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SPORTS ... RECREATION

‘THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 1957

It was at this time that the
league’s board of managers (the
principals of the schools) tried a
trial split into northern and south-.
ern divisions with inter-division
playoffs of three games to deter-
mine league champions. Football
competition was not included in
the plan, however,

FIRST MOVE

In the fall of 1954 the first
| move toward a north-south divi-
|sion in football was made. The
league schedule was increased to
eight games, five against teams

the other end of the peninsula.

Last fall, the long-expected
final division of football com-
' petition was made, eliminating

any championship playoff.

It is expected that the two new
leagues are really just transition-
al loops to bridge the gap until,
most observers believe, eventual
district leagues are created.

PROBABLE LEAGUES

The organization, at that time,
might look something like this:
Jefferson-South SF combined
districts: South S.F., Jefferson,
Westmoor and at least two new
schools (school officials say that
five new plants will be needed in
the two districts in the next five
years.)
San Mateo district: When Mll]S
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in the same area and three from-
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