
led; To Relay f-=-l,MARA THON

, . E & Ii'\ ' (Contin,ued from, Page 1) Iears ve· RJ(!Y will start the race at the scheduled Itime and will continue running too'
!\ startling sp~rts event is sched· gether for the first 15. niin).ltes in
~d for the en~lre Lake Tahoe reo ~ order to set th~ pace. After 15 min
m commenclIlg at 1~:3~ p.m. utes have elapsed', one man will
~dnesdaj> Dec. 31. Tlus Import- I, continue on alone while the other: athletic; endeavor will be a three men will follow in an auto-

11' man relay race to be run non- mobile. It is estimated that each
,p completely around Lake Ta· man will run for an hour before he
~, a distance apprm,imating'75 is relieved by a rested runner rid·
80 miles. I ing in the car. During the hours of
:larvey's Wagon Wheel Saloon 1 darkness the racer will run in the
:l Gambling Hall situated on headlight beam of the car bearing
r'hway 50 at Stateline wiJI be the I the other three racers; The race
~dal sponsor of this grueling will be run non·stop and the run-
lY marathon, and Nevada's only ner in action must not stop until

rid champion, Moe Smith of Car· Ithe man relieving him has the ba1I City, the world's !ight.h.eavy· Iton. In case a marathoner becomes~

ight wrestling champiOn, will be: ftired or lame before his hour o~! official starter and tImekeeper. Icontinuous running has elapsed, he
~he relay marathon will encom·1 .will signal for his relief man to!
;s two states, Nevada and Califor-, ,take over. The baton must be in,
t and due to the unusual startii1g !forward motion at all times and~

r:e at the end of 1958, wilJ be rUll\ abs?lutely no sto~s will be. a~lowedltwo different calendar years, untIl the man takmg over IS m fuB
'58 and 1959. In ,addition it will be Irunning stride.
l; off in two different days. Wed- Food and drink consisting OD

,nesday'and Thursday, and wiIi take I roast beef, green' salad (no dressJ
an estimated 11 hours over all of ing), jello', orange juice and hot teal
continuous l'llllniJfg. will be eaten by the racers while'

The race will positively be heldl Iriding in the relief auto.
regardless of snow, rain, cold or, It is believed ·that this marathon
-ice. ' i Irelay will establish a pioneer rec·

Here is the story briefly of how~ ,ord for other relay contestants to
ithis all came about: ' ~"shoot at" and n;ltionwide interest

Two outstanding marathon dis~ and attention will no doubt focus
lance runners, Jack Marden and. on the Lake Tahoe marathons as
erry Laird of San Jose, CaIiL, ,the result of the pioneering of the

came to Wagon Wheel public rela· four young men who will establish
tions man Lew Hardy on Dec. 14, 'the initial record on New Year's
seeking a sponsor in their desire to Eve and the first day of the new
be the "first" to engage in a mara· year.
than relay race'around high alti; :,:.The current weather is cool and~
tude Lake Tahoe. Hardy and Wagon mild at Lake Tahoe and a little
Wheel owner,,,,Hal'vcy Gross'pu~ snow is on the peaks. Roadside COI1

their stamp of approval on the ditions are good on Highways 50,
monumental athletic event, and 28 and 89 on which this tough race
all important details have been is to function. The.extreme altitude

'worked out as follows: I may handicap the four runnersStarting time-ll:30 p.m. Wed- somewhat, but they have been
nesday, Dec. 31. . training for months in anticipation

Starting line - Highway 50, In I of this difficult ~eat.
front of Harvey's Wagon Wheel, I Here is a rundown on the four
Stateline, Nev. (South Shore of men who will "pick 'em up and lay
Lake Tahoe). ' 'em down" in Lake Tahoe's pioneer 1\

Race route - From Harvey's . relay marathon: • (
Wagon Wheel to Zephyr Cove" I JACK MARDEN - 24 years old.
Cave Rock, Glenbrook, Crystal Graduate of College of Pacific at
Bay, Tahoe Vista, Carnelian Bay, Stockton. Now living at San Jose.
Tahoe City, Homewood, Meeks Holds the world's record for 10
Bay, Emerald Bay, Camp Richard- mile relay. Voted most valuable
son AI Tahoe, Bijou and back to .track star for COP in 1957. Has run

the' Wagon Wheel at Stateline in. I''the measured mile in 4:14.0. Win-
. that order. ner of many other outstanding mar-

The i'ace will be conducted as 'athon and cross country races.

follows: All four marathon racers'f JERRY LAIRD - 22 years old. i
(Continued on Page 2) Native of Corpus Christi" Texas. "

\ - •. Now attending San Jose City Col·:'lege. Competed on Texas cross'
'country cha~pionship team in i

1955. Chosen to represent U. S'I .... ~. -~"--------- r,Marine Corps 'if} 1957 Boston Mara- of College of Pacific, where he was
thon, but didn't compete in Boston' a two year letterman in track. Now

.,due to red tape at :Washington, i with) the San Francisco Olympic
D. C. Has covered three miles in Club track team. Northern Califor·
15:22. Presently running for Santa nia AAU walking champion for
Clara Yo:uth ,Village, Santa Clara, 1958; took eighth place in national
Calif. Plans on'l\ttending and com- AAU walking championships at
peting for University of Texas. Bakersfield last June; has covered

FRANK WuLFTANGE-22 years well over 100 miles in track and
old. Sophomore in accounting at cross country races during 1958.
San Jose State College. Has two This imposing array of track and
years cross country experience and cross country runners will arrive
one year of track. In 1958 he gal- at South Shore Lake Tahoe at noon
loped the half·mile in 1:58.0 and on Tuesday; Dec. 30, and will be
one mile in 4:2p.3. Won a mile race billeted at El Ru Motel. .
at Redwood city, ·Calif., as early as The Wagon Wheel will award.
1953. \sweaters and trophies emblematic
_'LES DABRITZ - 24 years old.' of the Lake Tahoe pioneer relay
IHometown, Sacramento. Graduate marathon race.
t----------
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Mora thon R.oeers Tour Tohoe (ircui~ ]i~~;~IYat 8:19:20 A.M. on Jan. 1, ~tatistics aplenty ... (1.) It started:

. I . and a good crowd of some III 1958 and ended in 11959 (2) It

On NIZhW Y I· J t 0 8 H' three hundred supporters, press started on Wednesday and ended on

" . etfif S In us ver ours Ian~ radio were on hapd to greet the Thursday (3)It was run irttwo statesThe Lake Tahoe pioneer relay . . fatigued marathoners .. (Neva~a and Californi~). and n the
marathon, race has been entered in Imto Tahoe Valley (the race was now . -!\ mo~t remarkable tune and an state hnes were crossed~twlCe in the'
the record books. This outstanding back on highway 50) before Jerry mltJal.tIme record ,was set when course of the race (4) ,Most 'of the
athletic f~at was accomplisheed for Laird' went into action at 7:54 A.M. the four youth.ful at~letes covered 74 5/8 miles was cove;ed at night
the first time under most unusual The four men were now approxi- the 74 5/~ miles of mountainous although the weather was mild and
and colorful circumstancec mately 4 miles from the race finish pavement m only 8 hours-47 min- ample moonlight shown for several

Four top notch Californi; colleg- line kt Harvey's Wagon Wheel and i utes·05 seconds., hours (5) Much of the race was con-

iat.e cross:c.,oun.try runners, Lee D.a- they were functionin~ mostly on I .Wagon Wh~el. ow~er I-~arvey ducted ~t altitude ~n.excess of 7000
bntz, JerryLa~rd Jack Marden and nerve and a strong deSire to "get it GI.OSSwas laVIsh m hIS praise of feet, which makes It III all probabil
Frank Wulftang~, comprised the over with". thiS athletic "first" and the four ity t.he highest maratHon race ever
first team to make the high altitude ~arden repla.ced Laird after \ veteran track ~en were in turn r,:,n III the world (6) An ~verage run
gallop arotm9 beautiful Lake Ta- Laird had put m a four minute very pleased with, F~e excellent mng spee? of 8:49.48 mIles per hour
hoe, sit U,R t e din the center of bu~st of speed and when the group) treatment and supervIsion accord- was, attamed by only four men
"America~sAll, Year Playground". arrIved at the "~~o miles to go" i ed ,them, by the W~gon Wheel's partIcipating over ;t h c varying
. Here in detail, ,is how this gruel- mar~er they all Jomed the smooth I staff assIgned to thel: Lake Tahoe course. j I
mg ~'a?e was conducted from start ru~n~ng M.arden a?d cover~d the re-I race .. 't;. It is the fervent hope of everyone I '
to fl?~sh ... All fo~r of the well nramlllg. d~stance m good time. \. ~o race IS com~let~ Without sta- connected with the. 1958-59 Lake challenge and attempt to better the
condltlO~ed racers lIned up for the IThe fmlsh of the race came of- tIstIcs and the PlOn<1ermar~thon Tahoe marathon that some other I pioneer record set by the Wa on

,t"t "~n.d"bug, N,w y,,,', Ecc I m' "ouod L,k, T'ho, h" umqu, fou, m,mho<mm!"on '"m will Wheel'.wond,dui g,oup. gcrowd m:~~r~nt of Harvey's Wa~on J - ~ . - - .. '. -/ -- .. --- -"~-' -
;:'::'~;,o~n~'~~wt[3~Oi;tpSi."~~~' ...• __ L~ ..•.. L................•• ~~._ •.•...•. - . "J.

31, 1958, they "~e~e off'" with ~ \ u.u ••• uJt.:.,houl, 0(, "guod iuck" ,nd "yoo'lli • "_ '" ~ f, __ ~ ... ' - - . l'l
k '1'" ., .' I c- 0 Q ::r" "'" ~. 0 ~ '< ;:,"":I C" ,.... - po •.••.••. - .= ' -never ma-e I nngmg In their ears <! ,-., ,., (';\;." ••••:::1 ~ ,,; ~ ::u - (t) ::r" ~ P.. ~. P.. <: :::1 0" 0'''' ~ '0) p.. '" M- .., M- ••• "

Af .. <:; u ~ ;" l'~" I» <: ~ IlJ (t) I» :::1 I» (t) ~. I» 1lJ~' ~ 0 • 0 •..•.•..•.• ~ •...•'0 '~1to< 'fifteen minut" of f"t C. &s"~mJi:~ iJ "-'0 0" ~~ 0 ";e'<.Ji:~Ji:g1}>-3~g" >-3"~ -8,,~ 0;" "~~\".ii'~.,,~s g ,,~O ,;",~n ~,." .• '
p"ing, tlITeeoflh' "CO" bo"d,d. ,$ij,."'.~,§l',,',..,.~."~, ~ "'.§' '" ~ "s 0 !:' ~ ,.;:, __ ~ " ~ • @ O:;c"" "s, '" ';;,E.- it ~ ro'§ '"~ ~ ~ ".n § '" ~.@ : ,,- n ~ " '" g :; .i ,L.W '._ I» ~ .•..• " <: 'tj L' '" ',.,;'O"!l:1lJ v", , ..• ~ •.•..•(t) ~. w _. ,:::1 v~ ~ ~ •••. ::; ~ w ~ •••• ('!) "" 0 p.. M- (t> ,., ,., 0" Q.. • s:: - l - 0"' V' Q.. H' .a agoni'Wheel courtesy bus and 1:::1:;oaq P;~::r"";\~C;;P;s::'5'1JO, ;.~"~"O ;::.~':~ g-'O"'iP1~~!@Jmli~~~j~!I»!!~(t>"F.\'''''.t;1;!~<:O~1» :<: 0"':<: ~I»';' 0 a (t) _8'~g.M-~ s,'D (;5e.-E;i
Les Dabnt, z of Stockton carried on .~ [,., 5' p.. g ~ (t)\o ::;. 5. (t) § ~ g <? 0" '" ~, ;:;.g ~ ;:; 2:: "'" ~. p.....,:::1 g :; '0' O'I~,~W 2/~' Ef-~I~'I~ I~ 1:t;1'~J~;; P Q.. ;j;:J '''''~ go ;:g ~ 's ~ ~,:a.,PJ~~n -,'1 A"th N' ....(t) (t) ~.,-,""'O p.. ,. ,., 00 <? <1>":::1 (t) •..• 0 (t)<1> p..1JO, <:;1»,.,..., ~ '-'p"~.(t) ~M- M-P..O Q..'''''d "-~"::r"(t) on 1»"''''' ')4<1(1) (t) . Iia one. s". e ew Year arnved Da-' I""I» '0 p.. ~ 0" ~ "",I i+ :::1 <. ;;: _ "'" '" '" 0" -,., a p.. ~ g; M- ~ IJO,;;? ~ ~. ° ::i";::'~':::1 - 1:; ,., ?> ('!) p.. c+ 0"' Q.. (t) 'i>o ~ :::::1 =L.
b ... " '., . , I» ,., ~' ro 1». en (fq <:; ;::: <. ,_ p: "< (t) IlJ I» __ :<: 0 ?> (fq ~ <1>0" N ro ~ .... (1) ~:::1:<: <! ." ,- ~ s:: ,., ~. ,., p.. 0 M- <: 0."' Intz was.: glVlng It everything" at q ~ I» ?> ~ ,., 15 ; g ~ ,., J ~ <; p.. 8' 8 :::1 I» 0"' 0" :::1":::1":00 s:: ~ <: ~. ~ Q.. U'J ~ 15 ;:;. s::~ "'" ~ IJO,~. 0 <:;::o.g ::; ~ ~ ::;:.a ~::;:.~.§ N I» "':]1»1 . -

Z,phyd!"ght'. io' s g .0 ,,~ n, " ~ ,. ~ & g g~ • ~~ g go" ~ n ::, - ;( n ~ " " ~ ~ 1~ n " " ~ '" 8. ~ ~ '" - ~. ,,~ ;;: <i ". n ~ " ro " ~ '" ~ ~,ol•• Q.. •• p.. ~ Po ~. ~ '" PO""" ""' . (t) ••• I» en '" IJO, p.. a ~.:::1 I» 0"' - ~ ~ o.!tt n :::1 '" M- (t) :::1 p.. ~ '. '0"" ,., - I» ,., <+ 0 "" ::r" (t)

S~v.era!newsphotographerswere 1<+1» s<+~;:;.'" I» (t) ro •..•.•<'>,., ~S':::1 ~5.: p"::r"g- (t) ~ 0 t:n1;.2::<:~ ~~ ~'~~ p..""'" 0'-5:::;:'::;: ~ ~Q..D;"~,'g i:;'1» 0:<+S:: =:r"'" ~(;O'!
awaltmg4)A'britz and the two car I 0" - ~ ::;. :;1 ~ 8.. s ~ ~ 0 :: g &; "" Q.. p..(t) ~ s::::: _ g; :::1 <+:<: ° 8 ~ IlJ I» g ","0) g' '< ; ~ g ;; ::; 0 <1>(t> 2"~ ;;; 8. :::1 :::1 Q.. § g ~ ~ § ro n !>" ;;g 8' ~ .. <1>-.J ~ •.•••_,.. "'" ~ ..., _ 0 ~. oro,... ,., ~ _" ,....~ s:: ~ '" (t) '" ", w ~ '" '0 ~ ~ v~ ~.:::1 I» P 0 N~· p.. I» !;? u~

caravan from the sponsoring Wagon I ~ c;" <. v~ 0 ~ ::;:.~ ~ g g ::;. s:: f5 ,., _"'"IJO, ::;. go;; g §i"0' '" M- p,. :::1 <+ :g r Q.. ;:;. ro '0 q ;;g o~ ..., ,,; ~ - ~ :::1IJO,p: ~ (t) "d::;: "'" "" :::1 I» ~ F' 8 r:; ~Wh I h h ° 0 <;'0 '" H 0" :::1 0'0 -""'" ~ I» ::r" IJO,a "" _ s:: ~. ,., 0 ~ 0 <:J1"-< 0 ~ ",,:::1 .~. "'" 0 "" (t) 0 M- ~ ~ 0" ~ ",IJO, ,., "'" I» ~ ° ~I'ee, ;\If en t ey. entered Cave. I I» S I» r E; tn·'" <1>:::1 ,., :::. ~ (fq g,<:::1 ~ <+ '" <: 2' ~(t>:::1 s:: "-< ~::;: ~ ~ ....• _ .. 8' ::; g ~ ;..g ~ s :<: ro ,., ° :::1 6' ~ I» (1) ° r r:> 8 g :::1 ~ '" Pi

Rock tU.l)nel at 12:24 A.M. of the I Q.. !>" :::' g ~.g. M- Sa ~~, ....0";;; ~ tQ ~ g ~ ::;:.0 g:::1' ~ 5'~' 5 ~ ;; '" 0) ~ ~ §'; t:;;;; g P: :::1"; 8.. '" g ~ ?> §g. ° :::1'& ~ : 8. ~ 15 ~ e. Q.. ~ [ 1»1

New Year. :<: ~ § 1»:::1 0""; ;;. 0" Q.. s:;;; <'> g ,;:::.::;'" (t) "'" (t) Irq I» g:::1 5' ~ •...•P; !>" •.•.• S p.. :» Q.. 0" g ~.c:.. I» ::;:. ~ <+ =:r p.. 0" ..., I» Q "" ~ f5 ~ '" ~ I» 0 M- f5:
F k _ (t> IJO,0"' :::1° ::;.. <1>(t) ~. (t) en (t) 0" I» ,.. '" '0 ~,., - ~ p.. (fq!;? l . ,., !;? L ," 0" ~~. 00 PO:::1 ro 6 po s:: '" (t) .:::1 Q.. 0 ~ ~ 00 0"' r:> <1>0'"ran :~:.Wulftange a very strong •.~ <? CP P..:::1 p.. fj;' ~ cfo.:::.r:> ~ s:: ,., n' 1»::;:' ~ IlJ s:: ; (t) :c. I» ~ 2::. c: F' 2::. ~ ~ ~ ~ :::. '" IlJ g :.:e p.. <? ::; ~::j .§ ;;; ::;:"p,. "< s:: 2::. '0 0 (t) g g 00" <1>0;

competi(§rfromSanJoseStateCol: -' ."', u:..=-(t).7"(1) _':7"<l»ro';: -~,:8.cfo. 8.8..0§' ~~~S"jO"'1:;_:::1'(5'(t)",O"p"ro~""~ <:8';~.gn~
It Wh - .. -," -, (1) ·OIJO,p",.,~I»<1>~"<oO" (t)O-; Q.. 1» •••.ege o0J'.~t e baton from Dabritz at .---------~ ' , <+ M-, ,. ""', 0-; ro <r , ': 7" '1'
12:28 A.M'. and entered'highway 28
at the C?rson-City-North Lake Ta
hoe Y a1;1:05 A.M.

Jerry:baird the littlest runner of
the group (he h.ails from Corpus
Christi, .::'fexas)relieved Wulftange
at 1:27 A'0M,and tore another 8 mile
chunk QT1tof the long run before
handing' ;the baton to Jack Marden
at 2:26~:J11:: near Incline Beach.
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FRANK WULFTANGE, San Jose,
"eats up" milage near. the Glen- I
brook turnoff. Each 'runner was
relieved after·'about one hour of.·,
running on the long' course.

NEWSTAHOEtAKE
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"iT'S ALL OVER" at 8:19.20 in HIe mornir.g or the New Year as
the dedicated li.:ke Tahoe marathon record setters cross the finish
line in front of Ha'i!vey's Wagon Wheel. Official elapsed time was
B hours, 47 minutes, 5 second.s to encircle beautiru! lake Tahoe.

THE LONG JOURNEY is nearing -the end as the marathoners come
up Highway 50 near Stateline with Harvey's Wagon Wheel vehicles
~ffording a protective rear cover as was the case alithrough the
tong night.

\
\

-'4 - - .••••••.
FORMER Colle-ge or the PaCirlC

. \ - ( I

track 9re~t Jacr: Marden proved
to be 11 sensatio.nal type or "iron

man" and'reeliJd off the mileage
with reckl.~ss iabandon. It's now
daylight an'd !the powerful Mar·
den is "heacHn' home" along
lake Tahoe's1 south shore.

I
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IERE ARE THE FOUR Lake Tahoe marathon runners lined up for the start of the 74% mile jaunt
~ound the lake. On the mark left to right are collegiate track stars Jack Marden, Frank Wulftange, Les
labritz and Jerry Laird. KOWL radio man John Murphy and official timer Moe Smith (white overcoat)
~e having a "last minute" visit before the start of the history making race at 11:30 p.m. New Year's
rye. Harvey's Wagon Wheel sponsored and officiated this high altitude marathon relay contest and the
!andy courtesy bus shown at the left side of the photo was used to haul relief runners and hot food that
fas served_Rer.io.fli~ally throughout the tough grind. ' , ,..

In{TREM'E~j:ATIGOEi"s mir:rorea
on the faces of four tremendous
athletes as they pause:'on their
"walk" to the showers. Left to
right, Frank Wutftimge, .Jack Mar'"
den, Jerry Laird and Les,Dabrlti:'
who contributed un~lfishly In
writing another page of Lake T~
hoe's athletic history. Many fir~t~
are attached to the initial mar~

thon race completely around
Lake Tahoe because it functione4
in two different years,' 195$-59;
started on WednesdilY' i1nd fln~
isned Thursday, most of the 74:
SIB mile course was ''!coy'eredilri1
darkness, th~raceencompilsstd

"two states, California and Ne,vada
and the statelines were cross.e4
two times-the highest altitu'd.
race ever run In the Unltid
States, and in all probabilityth.
highest in the world, but f~r ce'r1
tain the most unique. & unu!;ual;






