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STATEMENT BY TOMMIE SMITH, SJ5 TRACE ATHIETE

"During the past few weeks I have received countless letters regsrding my views cn
vafious racizl iszsues, particulaxrly the possible boycot: by Black athletes of the Olympic
Games and the gquestion of discrimination emcountered in athlecics,

Because my statements have been misinterpreted during this pericd, I feel that it
is necessary to make g clarifying statement.

First, concerning the Olympic Gamas, I have not made any precise open eppeals to
Black athletes to boycott the Games. 1, as an individual, cannot tell another Black
competitor that it is his duty to forget & goal he has sought for himself in this fieid.

The question of boycotting the Games has been in the minds of many Black athietas
sivce it was suggested by Dick Gregory prior to the 1960 Games, In September during
the 1967 Werld University Cames at Tokyo, the press chose to ask we about the
éassibiiiﬁy of boyecott.

My conception of ths greatest amateur atﬁletim achisvement i2 te win a Gold medal
in the Olympic Femes. From now until the Games, the events which occur in our socisty
will prebably infiuence the decision of wany Black athletes.

Hopefully, a boycott of the Games never will be needed to bring about necessary
chenges in our country. But, if a boycott is deemed appropriate, than I belisve most
of the Black sthletes will act inm uaison.

Another ares of recent Qttention is diserinination encountered in athletics. Recent
newspaper articles charged me with saying that f encountered hypocritical behavior by
White grhletes. These charges arve erronecus, What T did ssy was that many non=athletes
are hépﬁcritiealo Athletics 1s one of the few fislds in which a Black man i{s tvsated as

an equal by bhis peers.”



There has been considerable discussion about the possibility of a Negro
boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games. It began as the result of a comment by
Tommie Smith in Tokyo during the World Student Games, Sept. . On that
occasion, he was asked about conditions for his race in the US

Why should Tommie Smith and Lee Evans feel that boycotting the 1968
Olympics, as Negroes,

What could Tommie Smith and Lee Evans feel

You have no doubt asked yourself, "What could Tommie Smith and Lee
Evans feel so strongly about that they wou,d consider sacrificing opportunities
to win up to two medals a piece in the 1968 Olympics in Mexico

There's a question that seems to be on the tips of the tongues of many
sportsmen these days that.geumssvenmetiimydikepedle in essense goes something
like, "What could Tommie Smlth and Lee Evans American Negroes, feel so
strongly about that they would considering sacrificing opportunities to win up
to two gold medals a piece during the 1968 Olympics?" The motivation each man
feels in asking this question may vary greatly, “§#m® ranging from extremes of
nationalist concernthat the US would not be at full strength to a sociological
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by Dick Drake

On Sept. 3 during this year's World Student Games in Tokyo, a Japanese
reporter asked Tommie Smith, "In the United States, are the Negroes now equal
to the whites in the way they are treated?" His obvious answer was, "No". The
American Negro sprinter was then asked, "What abeu the possibility of (US)
Negroes boycotting the 1968 Olympics?", a question probably prompted by come-
dian Dick Gregory's request--made at least partially in deference to the strip-
ping of Muhamed Ali's world heavy weight boxing title--that such an act be con-
sidered by Olympic prospects. Tommie's reply was, "Depending upon the sit-
uation, you cannot rule out the possibility that we (US) Negro athletes might boy-
cott the Olympic Games,"

This was the first occasion that Tommie Smith had been asked to reflect
upon his thoughts concerning a boycott--either publicly or privately. The only
previous publicly circulated statement on the boycott question by any American

a ((, -Black track and field athlete came from Ralph Boston, who, while he expressed
a belief that it would not serve any purpose, did not categorically deny the pos-
sibility of such a development.

XRSCHAAN S oSt prolific-wesld-recowd holder said-methimrrmere-on-that

~the world's Tfi a -

The world's most prolific global record holder has since denied that he
is actively leading or advocating a boycott and has rebuked the idea that any
outside individual or group iwdhéhiee Black ranks is-behind-the-idea. Tommie
has affirmed that any withdrawal by Negro athletes from the Mexico Olympics
would primarily come as a result of discussions among the athletes themselves.

The whole matter was further blown out of proportion when it was learn-
ed that Tommie and teammate Lee Evans were members of the executive com-
mittee for the United Black Studetiis for Action (UBSA) at San Jose State, whose
chapter sought for equality in housing, membership in social groups and in ath-
letics during the first week of school this fall.

Pressmen-theavorid-owerrashedeto-their-tupewriters-te=pisture—tommie

pestorome- foF e Xt eIl B &WW
over rushed to their typewriters to picture Tommie
as a militant Negro leader or as an athlébtic stooge for extremist Black groups
and promptly scorned the merits of a boycott, What he has said, in effect, is _
two-fold:M am concerned about the problems facing my race here and now, and(-”')
the biigimeeathletes might conclude that boycotting the Olympics would be an ef-
fectual tool in our battle for recial equality. No one at this stage# knows whe-
ther there will be a boycott, but both Tommie and Lee have stated that there is
only minimal chance that it would actually transpire., Talk to them, and you'll
learn that theth desire to participate in these Games is intense., They would

o m A o “_—:;-‘;_-r—-:_m_t_‘._y:_ T
And so you must come to the question, what is it that they feel so strongly about
that they would sacrifice considerable personal glory. Reams of copy-has been
devoted to the possibility of such a boycott--and much of it based on misinforma-
tion--but little of it has dealt with the question of WHY the Blacks would forfeit
an opportunity to compete in the world's most important athletic event that many
of them have already devoted countless hours striving to reach.

Thus, I invited Tommie and Lee to my apartment to express into an un-
biased taperecorder their views through a series of questions which I had hoped
XOEEHeV I
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by Dick Drake

On Sept. 3 during the World Student Games in Tokyo, a Japanese report-

er asked Tommie Smith, "In the United States, are the Negroes now equal to
the whites in the way they are treated?" His bbvious answer was, '"No", The
American Negro sprinter was then asked, '"What about the possibility of (US)
Negores boycotting the 1968 Olympics?", a question possibly prompted by Eom-

median Dick Gregory's request that such an act be considered--at least partially

in deference to the stripping of Muhamed Ali's world boxing heavy weight title.

Tommie's reply was, "Depending upon the situation, you cannot rule out the pos-

sibility that we (US) Negro athletes might boycott the Olympic Games." ‘A,

The only comment to have begn gircul ated on the boycott question prior
to this occasion by any American rack and field athlete was proffered
by Ralph Boston, who, while he expressed a belief that it would not serve any
purpose, did not categorically deny the possibility of such a development,

Reams of copy has been written and published about the possibility of a
boycott, most of it critical of such a move, some of it inaccurately, and vir-
tually all of it on the assumption that Tommie had advocated such a move--a
fact repeatedly denied by the San Jose State multi-world sprint record holder.
But little of it has dealt with the question of Why the Negroes would consider
sacrificing an opportunity not only to compete in the world's most important
athletic event but of winning a gold medal which they may have already spent
countless hours striving for.

The whole matter drew even more attention when it was learned that
Tommie and teammate Lee Evans were members of the executive committee
for the United Black Students for Action (UBSA) at San Jose State, which sought
for equality in housing, membership in social groups and in athletics--all in
the first week school opened this fall.

Tape recorder at hand, I interviewed Tommie and Lee--seeking to give
them an opportunity to state their position with relatively little editorial struc-
turing and
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This was the first occasion he had been asked to reflect upon his puxvtxzm thoughts
on the matter - -bEanySEe .o » A s M &N

by Dick Drake

On Sept. 3 of this year during the World Student Games in Tokyo, a Ja-
panese reporter asked Tommie Smith, "In the United States, are the Negroes
now equal to the whites in the way they are treated?" His obvious answer was,
"No'". The American Negro sprinter was then asked, '"What about the possibil-
ity of (US) Negroes boycotting the 1968 Olympics?", a question possibly prompt-
ed by comedian Dick Gregory's request--made at least partially in deference to
the stripping of Muhamed Ali's world heavy weight boxing title--that such an act
be considered by Olympic prospects. Tommie's reply was, "Depending upon the
situation, you cannot rule out the possibility that we (US) Negro athletes might
boycott the Olympic Games." This was the first occasion that he gave the subject serious consid

He said nothing more on that occasion or during any subsequent inter- atlon
view to imply that he, Tommie Smith, would be leading a boycott. His com-
ments were misinterpreted to the extent any group or individual within the Black 19‘ pﬁ
ranks had approached him with this request, and Tommie has since made it
clear that any withdrawal by Negro athletes from the Mexico Olympics would
primarily come as a result of discussions among the athletes themselves. The
only comment to have been circulated on the boycott question prior to this occa-
sion by any American Black track and field athlete was proffered by Ralph Bos-
ton, who, while he expressed a belief that it would not serve any purpose,. did
not categorically deny the possibility of such a development,

The whole matter was blown further out of proportion when it was learn-
ed that Tommie and teammate Lee Evans were members of the executive com-
mittee for the United Black Students for Action (UBSA) at San Jose State, whose
chapter sought for equality in housing, membership in social groups and in ath-
letics during the first week of school this fall.

Pressmen the wo rld over rushed to their typewriters to picture Tommie
as a militant Negro leader, often strongly criticizing the merits of a boycott.
The most prolific world record holder in track and field today has repeated de- repeatedly
nied that he has advocated or is leading a movement in this direction. He has
expressed concerncabout the problems facing his people here and now, and
that the athletes might conclude that boycotting the Olympics would be an ef-
fectual tool in their battle for racial equality. No one can definitely say that
there will be a boycott, and.in fact, both Tommie and Lee have stated that there
is only minimal chance that it would actually transpire and have affirmed their
intense desire to participate in these Games. Reams of copy has been devoted
to the possibility of such a boycott--much of it based on misinformation--but
little of it has dealt with the question of WHY the Blacks would consider sacrifi-
cing an opportunity to compete in the world's most important athletic event that
many of them have already devoted countless hours striving to reach.

Thus, I invited Tommie and Lee to express their views into a taperecord-
er through a series of questions which I had hoped would shed light

Thus, I invited Tommie and Lee to my partment to express shvaiuxvieowsx
svmyxyhcexsryivxafxx into an unbiased taperecorder their views through a series
of questions which I had hoped would shed light on the confusion which has en-
sued since Se%t 3 and would unearth some of the deep-seated feelings which
waght result i tiletes taking such an action as boycotting the Olympics.
The opinions expressed by these two only represent feelings of two Negores,
Tommie Smiitheand Lee Evans. T e significant insofar as they may re-
veal the attitudes of two'Negroes WMVWWM
W v awitinthevpyabkymex ok e ky peoptex-a
their—racedbout the problems their people I
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would shed some light on the confusion which has ensued since Sept. 3 and would
unearth some of the deep-seated feelings which might result in US Black athletes
taking such an action as boycotting the Olympics, The transcription that follows
represents the opinions of two Negroes, who through personal insight, education,
athletic achievement and world travel are becoming aware of the problems faced
by the US Black people and who are motivated and prepared to accept the respon-
sibility of sacrificing their own personal achievement for a cause (not necessari-
ly an athletic boycott) they believe would aid in the cause of racial equality. As
two non-militant, non-extremist Negroes, they are simply verbalizing the feel-
ings of resentment and dissatisfaction perhaps typical of many of their brothers.
As two prominent Negro athletes, their opinions about the possibility and effect-
iveness of a boycott do not necessarily represent the attitudes or desires of other
Olympic hopefuls--or even themselves,

Because these pages are devoted to athletics, we must necessarily limit (oo
the discussion that develeeed to those aspects that at least indirectly relate to dc‘:‘ velopak
track and field. Both Tommie and Lee have read this xepeat in its entifrety and rfﬂpavf

at least concur as to its factual content. Whether you agree or not with the
merits of a NEEXYKIYPERKX US Negro boycott of the @ 1968 Olympics, you should
find the reasons that would motivate such an action as revealing.



There's a questiio
by Dick Drake

There's a question that seems to be on the tips of the tongues of many
sportsmen these days that in essense goes something like, "What could Tommie
Smith and Lee Evans, American Negroes, feel so strongly about that they would
consider sacrificing opportunities to win two gold medals a piece during the
1968 Olympics? " The motivation each man feels in asking this question may
vary greatly, ranging from extremes of nationalistic concern that the US would
not be at full strength to a sociological inquiry as to what Negroes would accrue
from such an act. But it's still a question most Americans feel publized about.

But, regardless, it's still a question that leaves most Saueni—

sions pubzled.

Thus, I took this question to Tommie and Lee, and sought to discover
the Why behind such a suggestion.

On Spet. 18, during the World Student Games in Tokyo, a Japanese re-
porter asked American Negro sprinter Tommie Smith, "In the US, are the Negroes now
equal to the whites in the way they are treated? Tommie's obvious answer was
"No". the American Negro sprinter was then asked, "What about the possibility
of American Negroes boycotting the 1968 Olympics?", a question proffered prob-
ably as the result of comedian Dick Gregory's request that such an act be consi-
dered--at least partly in deference to the stripping of Muhamed Ali's world box-
ing heavy weight title., Tommie's reply was, "Dpending upon the situation, you
cannot rule out the possibility that we (US) Negro athletes mlght boycott the Games

in Mexico.'

, Reams of copy has been written about the pos51 d/?l cott, most of it
cittical, some of it inaccurac¢ely and virtually all of it on the assumption that
Tommie has advocatied such a move--a fact repeatedly denied by the San Jose B
State multi-world record holder. The whole matter drew even more attention' gf‘“'*\g
when it was learned that Tommie and teammatey Lee Evansf were members (’(“'
of the executive committee for the United Black Students for Action (XX (UBSA)
at San ]ose State which sought for equality in housing, membership in fraternities %g

and in athletics .the first week school opened this fall.

KVeEEXEE
The only comment prior to this occasion by any America Negro athlaete
gvatvxerekxx to have been circulated nationally was

/t
The only comment to have been circulated nationally on this same subject prior to this
by any American Negro track and field athlete was proffered by Ralph Boston, occasion

who, while he expressed a belief that it would not serve any purpose, did not
deny the possibility of such an occurance.
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QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED NEGRO BOYCOTT OF THE OLYMPICS/1968

1. Has there been any single major event which has prompted the suggestion that Negroes
boycott the Olympics? What role did the stripping of Muhammed Al#'s boxing title and
Dick Gregory's subsequent request that Negroes boycott the Games play in the current
thinking?

2. What is the objective of such a movement? What do you and others hope can be
achieved with a boycott? Do you think any concrete results can be achieved? Or is it

merely symbolic?
3. Is there any group of’individual behind the boycott?

4, What specific action is being taken to bring about a boycott? What are your roles?
How far has it progressed? In other words, how serious is it right now? And what
chance is there that it will transpire?

5. What has motivated your current activist roles?

6. You have often said that, "We may be forced to boycott if we are asked to do this by our
people.” Which leaders could ask this and receive virtually universal support for the boycott?

. The Olympics are regarded as the ultimate x of amateur sports competition, embracing
e highest of ideals, Why single them out for boycotting, while continuing to compete for
a school which has been charged with discrimination and in a country where it exists?

. Why boycott only the Olympics? Why not all international meets? Or all national meets?
r all meets? .

'q. What form would the "pressures from outside to boycott" take in order to effect this boycott?
4. What are some of the pressures NOT to boycott?

11, Are there any conditions which could be met/remedied that would cause a cancelation of
the pooposed boycott?

12, What prompted you, Tommie, to comment about this possibility of a boycott in Japan?

18. Of the Negro athlgetes you 've talked with, what percent would you say support the proposed
boycott and are willing to honor it? Name the strongest proponents and opponents, or is that
possible? Do you sense any resentment among white athletes?

14, What would happen if they didn't boycott? What would happen if they did?

15. Would a boycott be sufcessful at any level other than complete withdrawal by Negroes?

16. Have you personally been the targets of any blatant or even subtle discimination (efther
from coaches, other athletes or outsiders--fans, press, etc.) while the member of a US
international team? Example, please. What was the relay incident in Europe? Was there
a proposed boycott scheduled anytime during that trip? Why, if so.

17. Do you feel the US NEgro is being exploited for his athletic talent while not receiving
full individual rights and dignity off the field?



2-2-2-2-2 (Boycott)

18. What types of discrimination have you experienced recently to give rise to the comment
that "I'm just another nigger off the playing field,"

19, How do you think the boycott would come about? Would you run in the US Olympic Trials,
make the team and then drop out? Orx not even try for the team?

20. How important is track and field to you? In relation to civil rights?

21. You are both still training for track and field, Does this indicate that you expect to
run in Mexico City?

22, Do you think that boycotting the Olympics might mean the end of your track careers?

Would you anticipate any reprisals by the AAU or the Olympic Committee if you refused to
compete in Mexico City? For example, do you think they would discriminate against you

when chosing future international teams? Or would it matter?

23. Do you feel a boycott might hurt your chances for a future in professional sports or otherwise
24, What regrets would you have if you boycotted? What secrificies are involved?

25, Why do you think the suggested boycott of the 1964 Olympics by Mal Whitfield for the
same reasons did not materialize?

26. Even if the boycott doesn't go through, do you think that your statements to date will have
served some value?

27, Has the press treated you fairly? What is their response? (Some examples.)

e
28. What has the been the responss of the public? By Negroes and Caucasigns. What do you
think of the statements by Ralph Boston and Stan Wright?

29, What is your reaction to columns such as the one by Jim Murray wherein he called you,
Tom, a downycheeked kid who has an exaggerated opinion of his own athletic impoxrtance.

/30, What about the challenges that you, Tom, have lost your hurnlllty with respect to what
~ athletqs have give n you?

31. How has your opinion altered in the past six weeks since going on record about all this?
In what ways do you feel differently than you did about six months ago?

32, What was your role in the United Black Students for Action (UBSA) at San Jose State? How
much did the boycott of the Olympics play in leading you to become active there?
What were the reasons for the action?

33. How successful did you consider this movement? Does your success, if any, in this move-
ment give you reason for encouragement on the Olympic level?

34, What do you think of liberal Caucasmps Are they, in your opinion, sincere?

. What are the opinions of Bob Br an and Bud Winter? Have you discussed your 1nvolvement
at San Jose State as well as the proposed Olympily boycott with them?

36, What is your opinion about Black R Power? Are they involved? What about allegations that
the Communists may have a hand in your Negro boycott movement?



INTERVIEW BY TOMMIE SMITH AND LEE EVANS ON US NEGRO BOYCOTT

1, Hag there been any single major event which has prompted the suggestion that Negroes
boycott the O, ympics? What role did the stripping of Ali's boxing title and Dick Gregory's
subsequent request that Negores boycott the Games play in the current thingking:

Evans: I think that the most the Negores are becoming aware. high school I didn't
know what was coming off, but in ¢ lege I have become aware hat oing on around me,
us what they did to guys like MA Whag, di gregory says s dgesn’t have much to do

th what ] W feel, And j&stﬁa!ﬂedmt ecomlﬁ\gaware myse 1f I don't dig some
of 1the things that are happening. —Outside athites .- _Q_,
TS: My comments in Japan came as a result of quite a 1£_Qf hearing and reamngf{mnw
for myselffﬁle 1nd1v1dual asked me %bﬁgat he- ossml oycott? -
thenossiile beyeattitt TO68 re'is a cha;@e
boycott in 1968, I said the reason was literally because of the ostracism of the US Negro
I had made no comment prior to then. I was not motivated to comment as the result of
anything Ralph Boston or Dick Gregory had said.

What is the objective wf such a movement?

Evans: I think that that I will be really hurt, but then you begin thinking about what

the Neggp has been going through in this country and if you come back for a month you
might be high on the hog,but after that you would be just another guy. Loowk at Bob
Richards on TV. Why d)on t they have Bob Hayes or Henry Carr advertizing on TV?
e If they have them advertizing Wheaties on TV, some of the people pn the south
might start buying Wheaties, And Williams some olympics is just now collecting garbage.

Will boycotting the Olympics enhance your opportunity to get jgbs?

@ Evans: If someone will do something now, somethlng will be different for the*72 Olympics.

t !
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-Smith: There has been a lot of marchefs, pgrotests and figt-ins on the situation og’Negor
asturc1sm, and I don't think that linis boyctot of the Olym ics will stop the problem asa whole
but I think people will see that we will not sit on our haunches and take this sort of stuff,

We are a race of proud people and want to be treated as such.

What is your goal?

TS: Our goal is not just to 1mprove for oursielves and teammates, but to improve things
/ for the entrie Negro commumty.

“Average man, establlzshment reconsiled:

5

Lee: I think that the Negroes know that the white man doesn't go by his own rules, civil

rights. I think the governor will have to improve things, like make new laws but then they
break their own laws, % The reason I think I would boycott is because I thinkingxx thangs woulx
be different for the American Negro’ in 1972,

Is there any invidiaul or group?

TS: Icouldn't say. The Negqr vathletes as a whole have not met, with an ehnic group in
mind to boycott the Olympics# Soon, on Nov, 23 there will be Negor athletes who will meet
with other sports to talk about the boycott. About 10 from San Jose State, (%ys like Boggess
won't be there, But this is a start.



/ P
%’f[// These other gys are being sent phamphlets and letters, It's called Youth Black Conference.

TS: I think we will draw a lot of conclusions. I'm not lxwxx advocating the boycott.

IRx I have worked a long time for the Olympics, and I would hate to lose all that, And]I
think that boycotting the Olympics for astyEugVERVRYNYIsXa oKX good cause inXuxieIvRyx

is strong enough a reason not to ompete,

Look at this way. Understand the years put in it, You have to look at all the technical
problems involved, because if you don't you aren't considering all the problems involved.

LE: We are a man first and an athlete second. I know professional football players who
have quit because of the prejudice. We have received 100s of letters, and at least 75 percent
from LA, From caucasions. I don't think our people would write , "Dear Black Bastard",

What has motivated your current activist roles:

6 TS: Thinking.

= \LE: Thiking. I'm just becoming aware of what is happening.

.. TS: Like Lee says, as a senior in high school I looked upon my ability as something no one

A else had, and looking at this ability alone I neglected to see what the problems it might bring,
1 was thinking for that day, and that's s where I made my mistakes until the last two years.
I have begun to see that there are problems, and that I must learn to cope with them, Iam
living in this day and eage, and I am starting by looking at myself, as man first,

Jim Murry: humility:

"f\'TS: There are some people who are pen happy. As farfds M's standpo nt, I think he is
| |looking at it all on a narrow line and not objectively. Rthink that most writers are like this but
Murray is. because he has said something about me that wasn't true, One quotation in
particular bothered me, like~"I was bdvocating a boycott.” And a lot of other samall things.
that added up to one big lie.)p the average individual, it made me look like something lower
than a rat.

LE: It mxiexmevioskx made Tommie look like militant Tommie, As soon as yoyu become 47/
aware of what is happening to your people, you are considered militant, UBSA isgﬁvﬁﬂ’;m# ‘
group because we got things done on campus. That campus is a lot better now, Do you

i know that SAn Jose xwmxhad the least prejudice of any of the campus around, but the other

. campuses just haven't done anything about it.

B
What were the charges; review the problems:

LE: Ithink he fraternities were some of the greatest prolbmes. It wasn't that we wanted to
join the damn organizations, but if we wantgd to we couldn't, But right now if we went through

' lb’V rush, he would be black balled right away’.\ ome Negor pledged last year (Valeriy Dison)
wne t through and was rejected. Bome of her caucasion friends said, "Sorry Valerie, you
couldn’t be in our soririty but we know you understand."” But what is there to understand?
Okay, I'm black and you're white and I can't get into your organization. because

Py LE: They really think that Negro is inferior to them. that's why you can't join. you don't

3 have the mental capacity to kein our sorority. something lile this,

TS: Lets go outside the campus, I have been in a number of apartment houses where I have

«g 'V/tried to get a llace to stay. Two or three times this past semester, I walked into the buildings

' seeking a place to rent. They said, NO, we just sold our last one.

LE: " Big signs outside saying For rent, but we just sold it just a few minutes ago or someone

| else just phoned (reserving the place). Wixvx It got so bad that we sent Art Sim.bu:rgi Cscauls)
to, Two years ago I didn't see it all. I knew they wouldn't say no to me, but they .



LD

There are two types of discrimination at San Jose State, What others:
TS: Oh, I can tell when I walk up to someone what they're thinking.

LE: I know this light skinned negro athlete who went apartment hunting, and the lady couldn't
- tell he was a negro. so, she was going to rent the apt. "You're roomates aren't negor are
they? He said, "I'm negor. She just looked at him, and so she wwnt along with it and would
call, but he wo nd up not getting the apartment, "

Addresses from the school:
None are offered by the school.

Solution:

man
LE: We have an argavizavim HAMBUSMAN Swedish name, type of moderator, He has been
appointed to look into this type of thing. If anyone experiences difficulty in housing, they go
" to him. And then that apt, building won't be able to rent to anyone. to any students at SJS.
Then, if a white sJS student moes he will be expelled. from school,

Problems in athletics.
TS: I can’say there are a few instances.
LE: I can say a lot of things, but I ton't want to say them,

© TS: Actually, what good will it d o now, it's all in theé)ast. You know it was there, I did

have a few bad deals because of the color of my skin\”Bud has helped a lot of negroes but
he has messed on a lot of them. Lotk aut for Bud, He'll mess on you. They told me to
not depend on Bud.

TS: As a result, a lot of naviety has come, I dn't think Bud knew there was a problem because
hx it had been going on for so long. Nobody knew. Everyday routine,

Rooming, and locker assignments:

LE: As a result of what ahppened the week of Sept, 18, I can tell you the names of guys
who stopped talking with me (top leaders at school). They used to talk with me, They
quite all a sudden. Tom was walking by this particular guy who was talking to some big
shot, and finally says hello to Tom and introduces him to this guy, Avsntimevstimexthe other
times, We're peally Any other time, that's all he wants him for. to say, we're proud

of this nigger here, to biuld up Iprestige for himeslef and the school .
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TS: Ihave a class with one of these individuals. I had two casesito take to the press box
one game. I participate in class, and think of this teacher of as an intellectual and a nstructor

and so I entere into con versations. (I talk back). I wasn't going to talk with him, this guy
talked back to me.

;'.Olympics regarded as the highest in ideabs in amateur athltics.

(/ . R&x:X LE: The school is just a part of this country. So I think we should hit at the top.
{ And this country I can't dig on why the US voted to permit South Africa to compete in the
”' Olympics. That was what I was told, anyway. I'm definitely going to discuss this matter
4 at this conference. I don't dig on this. They send this cat Paul Nash to run here in the US,
Cé If I went fo South Africa, they wouldn't let me run in no damn meet with Paul Nash. But he
can come here and run with us. If they send Jim Ryun, they'd let him rudB R ' m supposed
to be an American. Uncle Tom Stan Wright, He wrote a letter to tell me that &/g&%gonsider
myself an American first, a Negro second when nobody wlse considers me apNegro first.
You read any kind of book or magazine, Even T&FN says Negro Stan Wright. R

\/ TS: What kind of logic is that?

LE: The first thing you see is You're a Negro, the word, but you're supposed to be an American,
7 | But if everything is groovy, there should be no purpose in mentioning that because when you

% put a picture of one of us in there they can see what color your skin is. This type of thing.

When Ryun goes to SA, they go ape shit over him.

/ TS: What kind of logic is this to let Paul Nash to ome to American and compete for SA,
and me or Lee Boston cannot go merican to compete in SA, Now, if we are Americans,
\/ ¢ |if Ryun andS@l are both Americgns, why can't I go to SA. If we can't go there, why
can they coméhere. Look at Russia, for example. Rik They didn't come over here, so
@ e decided not to go over there, So why can't they do this to So Africa. They go out for
rack, and come .

Why the Olympics, not other meets.

[E: This is where you can hit them the hardest. This is where the US gets its propaganda.
he Ol are a big thing, at least accordj o the press. The US and USSR use it to show

ts power. So, Idon't see why the U t go out to help this country to skawxk show its
ropaganda poywexvx goals. Here in S] or

XVXWeVean2go over to Viet Nam or Detrojt and get our heads blown off, but they
TS: We can go over to Viet Nam and get tégﬂ‘\heads blown off, ®x but can't live in Detroit
without getting their heads blown off. It makes no sense,

LE: SW talks about bein Amgrfcahé first, but there are lots-of Negroes whothave beehl hanged
in armed service wiiforms.if the s fi states. Lyched. % 7 e

TS: {# Why should\x\éiboycott the Olympics instead of the meets at our college? A good percentag
of the Negroes are in college because of a schobarship. Now, if we discontinue athletics,

the scholarship means almost our lives to us. I got my education through a scholarship. If

I had discontinued competition, it would have meant that my scholarship would have been taken
away. Therefore, I wouldn't have gotten an education and gotten as far as I have, and so I

{ wouldn't know what I'm talking about. Education is a prelude to a later advancement in life:
knowledge. Therefore, unless you have the financial background you discontinuing wouldn't

be advantageous. You have less to lose byxbryrvitirgxtitevOlymyvicosxand more to gain by boycotting
at this level than at San Jose State. because this is the way you can hit the hardest.

,0 LE: Also, if hhad quit running. I would have 1§t my scholarship. Boy, I know that if it weren't
‘ for my running I wouldn't be in school today. I just don't have the money to get through,



QUESTION: Has there been any single major event which has prompted
the suggestion that Negroes boycott the Olympics? What role did the stripping
of Muhamed Ali's boxing title and Dick Gregory's subsequent request that Negroes
boycott the Games play in the current thinking?

EVANS: What Dick Gregory said didisn't have much to do with what I
feel. I think that many Negroes are becoming aware of what's happening. In
high school, I didn't know what was coming off, but in college I have become
aware and concerned. Of course, what they did to Ali affects my opinion, I
just don't dig some of th things that are happening.

QUESTION: What is the objective of such a movement? What do you and
others hope can be achieved with a boycott? Do you thinking any concrete results
can be achieved? Or is it mreely symbolic?

EVANS: In terms of what I have put into the sport, I think that I will be
really hurt, But, then you begin thinking about what the Negro has been going
through in this country. When you come back from the Olympics with a gold
medal, you might be high on the hog for a month, but after that you would be
just another guy., Look at Bob Richards on TV. Why don't they have Bob Hayes W
or Henry Carr advertizing on TV? If they had them advertizing Wheaties on 1S
TV, some of the people in the south might start purchasing mare of that product. / 4
As for myself, I would be most interested in seeing something done now so that M
things will be different by the 1972 Olympics.

SMITH: There have been a lot of marches, protests nad sit-ins on the
situation of Negro ostracism in the US. and I don't think that this boycott of the
Olympics would stop the problem bst I think people will see that we will not sit
on our hannches and take this sort of stuff. We are a race of proud people and
want to be treated as such. Our goal isuld be not to just improve conditions
for ourselves and teammates, but to improve things for the entire Negro com-
munity. You must regard this suggestion as only another step in a series of
movements. Maybe disciimination won't stop in the next 10 years but it will
represent another important developement, As far as being spit on, being step-
ped on, being bitten by dogs, the first dog that bites me I'm going to bi te back.

We're not going to wait for the white man to think of something else to do again-
st us--as in politics which are currently working against us. And it doesn't do
any good to put an llmcle Tom into a high position. I have worked a long time
for the Olympics, and I would hate to lose all that. But I think that boycotting
the Olympics for a good cause is strong enough reason not to compete.

EVANS: I think Negroes are realizing that the white man doesn't go by
his own rules, such as in civil rights. To the extent that I think things would
be different for the American Negro by 1972 I am willing to consider boycotting.

We are men first and athletes second. Professional athketes are even quitting
now because of prejudice.

QUESTION: What prompted you, Tommie, to comment about the pos-
sibility of a boycott in Japan?

SMITH: My comments in Japan came as a result of quite a bit of listen-
ing and reading and thinking for myself. The reporter asked me about the pos-
sibility of a boycott. I told him there is a chance, and the reason was literally
because of the ostracism of the US Negro. I had made no comment prior to
then. I was not motivated to comment as the result of anything Ralph Boston or
Dick Gregory had said.

QUESTION: Is there any group or individual behind the proposal for a
boycott?

SMITH: I couldn't say, but no one has approached me. It's up to the
Negro athletes to decide, and we have not met as a group to discuss the boycott.

There will be a Youth Black Conference in Los Angeles on Nov. 23 on which oc-

ZIXVOY :




- EVANS: If everyone is willing to do it, I'm sure we're going to do it.
/  <But-it's-stupid-todo itifonty hatf-of the-Negroes wantit-

casion we will discuss the possibilities with athletes from other sports as well.
This meeting will not include all the major track and field athletes, but I think
we will draw a lot of conclusions. Again, I'm not advocating the boycott,

QUESTION: How serious is the possibility of a boycott? What are the
chances that it will transpire?

EVRBNS: I think there is a very small chance that it will go through. @
The guys in California would give it up; they'd hate to but then you've got to do
something. But then there are the athletes from the other 49 states. I really
want to go to the Olympics, but I'll pass it up if I have to--for a just cause.

SMITH: I think a close enough decision will develop at this meeting to
know what will happen.

’ QUBITION: Of the Negro athletes you've talked with, what percent wx
would you say support sexyrapasexdviEuyersx or would support a boycott?

EVANS: You have to go to different sections of the country. I think in
California it would be 75% right now. But if you go to the south or southwest,
these are the guys who are catching the most hell in the streets and they just
don't understand the need for a boycott. The schools in the south simply aren't
the same in<thesseuth as in thw est. Fhey'renotasacademically strong. So, N
these guys aren't aware of what's happening. The schools don't get them to s oo
thinking, and the guys don't read about the problems. They don't think about
their jobs and what their parents were doing. They're just thinking about them-
selves and what the Olympics would mean.

SMITH: Some of these guys from the south look at you funny. But look
at it this way. How would you like it if you said something in California and
you got back to your home in the south to find a double barrell shot gun sticking
in your front door. I think the guys are more afraid than anything.

QUESTION: What has motivated your current activist roles?

SMITH: Thinking.

EVANS: Thinking.

SMITH: Like Lee says, as a senior in high school I tooked upon my
ability as something no one else had, and look at this ability alone I neglected
to realize there might be something else to like than just track. It's only been
in the last two years that I have begun to see that there are problems, and that
I must learn to cope with them. And I'm starting by looking at myself.

QUESTION: How have your opinions altered in the past six weeks since gukxx
going on record about all this?

SMITH: It has forced me to read and think about the problems of this
day and age--even more than six months ago. If this individual in Japan would
not have asked me about the boycott possibility in 1968, I might not have begun
really thinking about this jspecific suggestion. All of a sudden something sud-
denly flashed into my mind. Is there something to it? What is this individual
asking me? Am I going to take the ostracism I'm taking now, or if this Japanese
knew this, where ilid it come from?

QUESTION: @umidinymurgine up athletics tommorrow?

SMITH: I would give up athletics tomorrow if the cause were strong
enough. I would give up athletics in a minute to die for my people.

QUESTION: Husk What about the challenges that you, Tom, have lost
your humility with respect to what athletics have given you? What is your reac-
tion to columns such as the one by Jim Murray in the LA Times wherein he call-
ed you a downycheeked kid who has an exaggerated opinion of his own athletic
importance?

SMITH: There are some people who are jpen happy. As far as Murray's
standpoint, I think he is looking at it all on a narrow line and not objectively. I
don't think most writers are lik this, but Murray is, Because he has said some-
Eilqing about me that wasn't true. One quotation in particular bothered me, and

xwas



that was that I was advocating a boycott, And then there were a lot of smaller
things that added up to one big lie. To the average individual, it made me look
like something lower than a rat.X

EVANS: It made Tommie look like militant Tommie. As soon as you
become aware of what is happening to your people, you are considered militant,
UBSA is considered a militant group because we got things done on the campus,
That campus is a lot better now. And other campuses could be as well if they'd
just do somethmg

QUESTION Why boycott only the Olympics? Why single them out for
boycotting, while continuing to compete for a school which has been charged
with discrimination &nd in a country where it exists?

EVANS: The school is just a part of this country, So, I think we should
hit at the top. And this country--I can't dig why the US voted to permit South
Africa to compete in the Olympics, That was what I was told, anyway. I'm
definitely going to discuss this matter at this conference. They send this cat
Paul Nash to run here in the US. If I went to South Efrica, they wouldn't let me
run in no damn meet with Paul Nash. But he can come here and run with us.
I'm supposed to be an American, but I'm not treated as one. Coach Stan Wright
wrote me a letter to tell me thatd should consider myself an American first, a
Negro second. But nobody else considers me an American first., You read any
kind of book or magazme Even Track & Fleld News says Negro Stan Wright.
The first thing you're told or see 1s that you're a Negro but still you 're sup-
posed to be an American. the
reade

SMITH: What kind of logic is this to let Paul Nash come to America and
compete for South Africa. Lee or Boston or myself cannot go as Americans to
compete in South Africa. Now, if we are Americans, if Ryun and I are both
Americans, why can't I go to South Africa and compete in the same meets,
we can't go there, why can they come here?

is is where you can hit them the hardest. This is one of
the major areas where the US gets its international sports propaganda. The
Olympics are a big thing, and the press help to create this. So, if the people
want us (Negroes) to help promote US sports propgaganda, they hed help us too.

SMITH: Why should we boycott the Olympics instead of the meets at our
college? A good percentage of the Negroes are in college because of a scholar-
ship. Now, if we discontinue athletics, the slaaiipne
the scholarshlp almost means our lives
to us. I got my education through a scholarship. If I had discontinued competi-
tion, it would have meant that my scholarship would have been taken away. There-
fore, I wouldn't have gotten an education and gotten as far as I have, and so I et
wouldn't know what I'm talking about. Education is a prelude to a later advance-
ment in life: knowledge. Therefore, unless you have the financial background,
gimcontinuing athletics wouldn't be advantageous to any cause. You have less to
lose and more to gain by boycotting the Olympics than at San Jose State--because
this is the way you can hit the harflest.

QUESTION: SHave you experienced any blatant or subtle discrimination
on international track teams?

EVANS: (Lee related two incidences concerning John Carlos and George
Anderson at the US-Commonwealth meet which he felt were either the result of
misunderstandings or were sufficiently remedied so as not bebe classifielle as
acts of discrimination)) But we were going to boycott that meet as a Negro bbcok
if they didn't use the first four finishers in the American women's 100-yard dash

in the relay--who all happened to be Negroes., X¥XVINVOGMXNKX They intended

%[ m\g} é?/(,\,w
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Reagan, this stud is just putting the Negro down but he is going to start more trouble with
riots. He's shutting down programs like the Poverty program (bills). All that's doing is
keeping the Negro down awvdgetsivigrhimvrnak. in the ghetto and getting him mad. They let

some Negro get arrested and put in a police car. Then they sta wing rocks and starting
a riot. Set the police station on fire, They burn the police dept he hippies were protesteing
the Induction Center in Oakland, when the poliee were beating th&se demonstratialr -the only
reason Regan saw all this was because the newspaper men were angry at the police. Other-
wise you wouldn't have seen some of the scenes you witnessed. It was out and out police brutality

TS: I'm from Texas, down deep in the south. My father was a share cropper, and we owned
a few acresomrexvx and tilled it ourselves., Atahe time, we had a big family (I was 7 and
there were several younger than me). If you don't think my father had a hard time and went
through messes. Now I can take it because he had to take it to raise his kids. And to see
what my father went through and with my college education, and for me to go back to being
an Uncle Tom again--I'd be six-feet under. He went through a lot of stuff to bring us up that
I wouldn't go through now. He left his farm so that we could get a better education.

I'm going to fight. Looking back on my father, he went through a lot and I owe him this
much. There were 12 children in my family.

You're picking the Olympics because of its symbolism.

TS: There is only one Olym.
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- for all this damn time, I know that he wants to MDW, but
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What percentage of the Negroes support the boycott and support it:

Jj / xx LE: You have go to different section s of the country. I know in California it wuld 75
| percent right now. But if you go south, wsouthwest. And these are the guys who are catching

the most hell in the streets, and they just don't see it they don't understand. They haven't
gotten it into their heads. The schools aren't the same in the south as in the west. They're

not as academically strong. They admit it. They're not awareﬁ;&the problem. they don't
teach them that much. They just don't read about things. TheWw&ead all about Melcom X,

but They just don't see why we should go through with a boycott, NENGRIRESMMMES-Tcy
don't think about their job and what their parents were doing. They're just thinking about them-
selves, They just come out against it,

TS: Some of these guys look at you funny. Look at this way. How would you like it if you
said something in California ¢and you got back b your home in the south there's a dboule
barrell shot gun sticking in your front door. I think the guys are more afraid than anything.

LE: This guy on the team this summer in Mississippi. I don't understand wh’at his bag is,
where he's at,

What about Ralph Boston's comments; wRr e they in opposition to what you were saying?

LE: Ralph won't talk about it, Track is his life, A ggld ﬁ%%@l in 1968 he has been traini g

oW e wants to quit, He knows
there's no hope for him in 1972, and there's more for him to lose. This is his only chance.
He has more to §ose than I do.

How will this affect cyour chances for a pro football contract.

TS: I have a life to lead , a2 nd s0 toes my fellow man. And I think myself that the step I

take will be at my own risk. As far as JM goes, with their lingo, it's my risk. WNXVXG¥X
¥BVXVX What I am saying, I am going to say. And what I say is going to be the truth, And
what they print is their business. It's my business too. And if it's wrong, we do have freedom
of the press you know. That goes for both. I'm not threating the cat, but my mouth is just

as big as his,

Boycott success at lany level aside from entire Negro withdrawal.
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to substitute Dede Busk for Madeline Mamiimg. But as it turned out, Barbara
Farrell got injured, so both Dede and Madeline got to run. And that saved the

situation.

WYEN

QUESTION: When did you sense a change in your opinions?

SMITH: It began when I started walking and thinking I am a Negro. I
wish I could give you a definite date. I said, Here's a white man, I'm a Negro.
He can walk into this store, why can't I. It really started last semester, and
then Tokyo helped. I took a class in black leadership; it started me to think.
What the hell is going on in the US? I'm a human., What king of rights do I have?
What kind of rights don't I have? Why can't I have these rights?

EVANS: I started reading. That's what got me to thinking,
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E: If everyone is willing to do it, I'm sure we're going to do it. But it's stupid to do it if
/ nly half of the Negroes want it.

1

!What leaders could ask this of you?

[
) / i TS: This is why the meeting has been called in LA, There are a lot of different work shops.
! LE: Iknow that it will be by sports. Basketball and track are the most kjjmportant, They

thing they have to go by the quota system, but if you want to win you had better get the best
team available.

H

-

, Discrimination on international teams:
: over
LE; Listen, man, I'm going to tell you that these damn newspapers really messed me xixbad.
- What they told Ralph, I understand what he said about me. I'm going to write Ralph to al et him
~ know that they misquoted me. In LA, for the Commonwealth meet, everything was groovy for
i a while. Bush asked me who I thought should be in the short relay. I thought about it, and said
! Copeland. But I didn’t think about Carlos at the time. And I'm not sure I would have said Carlos
. at the time anyway. But Carlos said that Bush was just dhowing favortism to his own athlaetes.
;| Ican't say things there, But that wasn't a cripe. But Anderson had a gripe, because Bush put
/| Biright ahead of Anderson when he finished higher in the AAU finals of the 100. Anderson wa
/ i furious. But Bush said Anderson came a day late mvxivgvaxtvx but that was because his ticket was
\/ \ written only for then. and that Bright was handling the baton better and had worked out with the
iteam ., That cooled over too, We weren't going to boycott over that either. Bright is just like
ia blood to us. XNBEVXIVORYREVAOMKX XX He's a cool stud. I even wrote to the dude to let him
i know that I wasn't getting after him. B ut we were going to boycott about. The strange thing
is that Ralph was going to lead lthis boycott. Ralph called a meeting , and asked if we would
boycott if they don't correct the women's relay team. There were four Negro girls who finished
first in the AAU. Everyone agreed on that. The deal was Madeline was taken off and tput
Dede Busk. This cat the coach went straight to Ralph. But it was all a mistake because
But it turned out that Barbara Farrell got injured, so that settled that,

‘Chance of the boycott?

LE: I think there is a very small chance to that it will go through. The guysg.in california
would give it up; they'd hate to but then you've go to. but then there are 49'states. I really
want to go, but I'll pass it up if I have to--for a just cause,

-

TS: Ithink a close enough decision will develop at this meeting to know what will happen,
No white person can come to that meeting. I'll try to tape record the meeting but sometimes
they don't let you. You don't know how many CIA men come to these meetings;

Is there some organization behind all lthis; communists or Black Power or some organization ?

LA: They really think the Communists were behind this organization. They don't &ixskx know
y  how good were we. If any one of them ever approached Harry E, he would tell them to go to ehll,
3)ﬂ At one of our meetings, a Black power guy came to our meeting to find out what we were jdoing,
These cats were out for blood. They said look while you are picking we'll burn down the school.
They were dead serious. We laughed at first, but they weren't kidding. Everybody thought
Harry was their enery but he doesn't know how he set them. These guys wanted to do this.
Kai-U wanted to take all these guys up into the mountains to train guerrela techniques. I cracked

up.
Opinions about Black Power?

LE: I really think there will be a Negro revolution by 1972, It sounds stupid. It should have

b\/ been in 1872, They'll be killing white"l see it coming. They'll be killing white people in the

streets. If 35,000,000 Negroes come out with guns and knives, they'll blow up the electrical
systems. Someone will go. .
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They don't realize what is happening. Guys like Reagan and Johnson. I don't want this.
I got all sorts of white friends. Art Si burg thought I was kidding when I suggested that
I get some black oil for him to (protect him). I was dead serious. So he won't go too,
SIt's coming. Iknow it. You may not believe it,

TS: I feel it is just the same that we don't want to boycott the 1968 Olympics.

LE: I think they should let things go like they are. I don't things are going to change as long
as we have a capitalist governemtn,

TS: Look at Louis Lomax. As one of my professors, he looks into the futu e with me walking
down the street arm in arm with a white guy with my arm around, skipping along into the mist.
going off into the mist. Look at Malcolm X's tehroy. It's a complete break off over here
somewhere. theye's black. this is where we're going to go. if we have to fight and kill to
get there, this is where we're going to go. Black and black alone, If the US govt. is going
to fall, it's going to fall and fall hard. But not for Lomax. But to be happy and to be where
we are now; how are we going to get to be happy with the white man.

what's going to be next?
he never says how. The

LE: <4smmm_The black man has been here for 410 yearsin this country. And he's still catching
hell from the white man. And so that's the mason separateion ois the only solution.

TS: Everything you talk to a Causaion, he'll tell you give it a little time. give it a few years.
It's been 410 years; time is running out.

Going back to the meeting we had at SJ, concerning the fraternities and sorirityies, I'll be
damn if some of those frat boys didn't get up and say I'll let you in our fratnerity, but we
need time, Can you give us a littel time. They're just p8tting us off,

LE: Some cat at this meeting saidiiiiaaN PSSR it hout realizing he

was talking to Negroes who were in the : room K D1d you know that 75 percent of the American
presidents have been in fraternities. " We just cracked up. Do you think the American
Negro qamnsimes gives a damn . He thought he was saying something. Right now, all he

is doing is backing up. He doesn't know what's got this racist country going. These cats
are sodumn, '

TS: I prefer MalcomX.
LE: I prefer Malcolm X,
TS: BEing a conservative will get me into more trouble than I am in now. more than 410

years ago. jTo be stepped on, to be 1ooked at like I am poison or to be looked at like I am
dangerous to talk to, I am a liberal . SiREitaars cxo ikt ’

How have your opinions changed since you first went on record?

TS It has forced me to read and think about the jproblems of this day and age--than even
6 months ago. If this individual wouldn't have asked me what would happen in 1968--olym
boycott--all a sudden something suddenly flashed in my mind. (is there something to it?)
What is this individual asking me? Am I going to take the ostracism I'm taking now, or
If this Japanese knew this, where tdid it come from.

Could you give up athletics tommorrow?

TS: I would give up athletics tomorrow if the cause were strong enough.
I would give up athletics in a minute to gix die for my people,
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LE: The Negro always sticks together no matter what, I guess you know that, We want
to be together, They know they have something in common--you know yxoxvmawevsorvehing
being black you are deprived of something. Being oppressed, it makes you want to be
together because you're stronger as a group. Even when you're on a team, you want to
be together,

TS: Toncerning the meeting we had with USBA, the fraternity guy got up and said,

"Mr Edwards, I think you're just for you're people. Edwards said, "You're damn right
I'm for my people. Wouldn't you be, too? Who does|the hell he think he's for? The

cat didn't say it right, He wasn't loooing at it righ*!ot objectively. You're one sided,
in other words if yovxawkxx you 're calling Harry a iNilitant, if you can't have it your
way; you're going to kill somebody. look at your way and try to see it our way, But
it's been that way for 410 years now, Harry says along with 100s of other Negroes,

it’s time for it too stop.

Olympics: boycott would improve things for the 72 games; how would other things change?

TS: I think this is only a step. I don't think this is a 100 percent peeventative. of ostracism,
Maybe, the discrimination won't stop in the next 10 years, but this is a step like sit-ins.

| As far as being spit on, being stepped on, being bitten by dogs, first dog that bites me I'm

going to bite him back, thi just as hard as he bit me, only it's not going to be my nouth,
all this stuff is just a mess. these are steps we are taking. i hope someday it won't all

be a mess. we're not going to wait foe the white man thinks of something else to do gagainst
us--with politicis--which are fighting against us 100 percent, high position. It won't do

no good to put an uncle tom into a high position. mec kissist and white, they couldn't get

- two percent of the college students to follow them, they pay him off for the things he's saying.

Stan Wright. has lost it, the way we see it, Stan doesn't see it, They appoint Stan Wright,
Negro, to control the sprinters, quarter-milers and relay men. They're all the negroes.
they got him to control us. They know what's happening. the olympi knows that negroes
are becoming more aware of what happenings.

TS: I wonder what they're going to say when we bring up the ljuestion, if we bring up

the question the sprinters, relay men and hurdlers are all negores, and we say why is
stan wright our coach. they're g oing to say , well stan wright had at the particular time
the best qualifications and the to become the sprint coach. what else can they say?

TS: We're all &R as muscular mature, now what in the hell can a coach do for us now
that we don't already know.
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LEghey know us as the faster nigger on campus. they only talk to us because we're atlaletes.
they don't talk to the next negro who passes by.
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TS: 90 pecent of the time] congrautions, i say thank you. What did I do, I say on my
marriéage! and they no on your 48 world record? They never talk about marriage or
academics,

LE: You are a fast nigger, they don't say nigger but that's what they mean,

TS: We're talking about edeology. one caoch, This cat does not have any kind of realization
that negores can have any semtinmental value . and when he looks at you he slooks at you

as an athlete and how he can get you into some easy classes to get through college. now  how
helll are you going to get an education with 15 units of badmitton,

LE: 1You get a sheet from them that says what it takes to get throgh this college. No matter
what someone says to take, you just barely got a two points,. last semester. you never
will get out of school that

TS+ R I'm taking a coup le of courses that I have no interest in, But I have to take them,
Look at Rotc for example, As a result I'm not getting good grades in them because i have

no interest in them, why should i go to viet nam and fight for this country and come back
when my equality will still be half taken away. i nave no ina erest in those courses because
they'll do me no good. big deal being a lietuentnant in the arm, if i could come back here
just like my whiete friends an, thes are things that are bothering me now, and have been,
and wille ontlnue\ o Ry ‘“'* fQ». WX ﬁdﬁn‘t‘%/‘keslt in more riots and might result

; n't get off their high hat,  like johnson.

when did you snese a change in your opinions?

TS: Iwish I could give you a diefinite date, it began when began walking and thinking that I
am a Negro . Here's a white man, I'm a negro, he can walk into this store, why can’t I?

TS: It came up on my own thinking, last semester, particularly in tokyo, he started me to
thinking, i'm taking a class inblack leaderhhlp bexx it started me to thinking, what the
hell is going on in the united staes? i'm a human, what kind of rights do I have? what kind
of rights don't I have ., Why can’t I have rhese rights? Just sto p gasking yourself questions.
you come up with no answers, you start worrying. you don't know what to tlhink, how to
think, who to ask for the answer, and so you

LE: I started reading, that's what go me to thinking.

TS: I'm a man, if a cat from the Black Panthers comes up to me, or any party, and tell
me something that i should do, first of all i 'm going to think about it, and to kill a man
is not one of my greatest hopes, nor is it one of my great abilities either. if i have to
do something so drastic, i'm going to shoot for his head,

LE: I can get any policeman I want, I've seen what they can do to a white man, and I know
what they is going to do to me. negro. shit, shit, shit, shit, s hit. shit, shit, shit, shit. shit,



