ADD<---- Bulletin and lead with==---

Late Sunday night both Dr. Martin Luther King and Figpd MeKissick
expreesed their approval of the black atheletes propest to h'cm“

the 1968 Oympics. A New York meeting between the civil rights lead:

and spokesmen for the black atheletes Harry Edwards is tenetively s

within the next ten days.
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By: Louis E. Lomax

EXCLUBIVE AND FGR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

ARG
Los Angeles: The n.tionl.ﬁ. athletes moved SBunday to make good
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their threat to boycott the 1968 Olpmipic games by calling upon established

advil rights leaders for aid in implementing the threat and by asserting
that the Americean government and Sports Establishment must meet
several demands, including the reinstatment of deposed heavy weight
champion Muhammed Al{, if the boycott is to be averted,

In & telegram to Arthur Lentz, the Executive Director of the United
States Ompic Committee, the black athletes declared that they will carry
out the boycott unless the following five demands are met:

1. The New York Athletic Club must immediately cease practicing
segregation in the billeting of players and on the NYAC membership roles.
Athough the NYAC has denied that it practices segregation the black
athletes are i1 possession of documents fro'm both athleta and sports
writers which, according to the black athletes, prove that the NYAC has
never billeted a Negro or a Jew in its dormitory facilities during track
and field meets at Madison Square Garden. Thie despite the fact that
hundreds of Negroes and Jew have been participants in and stogs of the
events,

2. The black athletes demanded the all-white teama from both
Southern Fhodesia and South Africa be barred from the Qympice: that

individusl white athletes, professional and amature, be barred from

participation in any sports event in the United States. The statement of de

went so far as to mention specific white athletee such as Gary Player, the
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golfer from South Africa, and Paul Nash, the South Africa sprint star.

The black athletes argue that since the governments of South Africa and

Southern Rhodesia oppress black citizens of these countries these athletic '
teams and indiviuals should be barred from competion. '"America's black athlch’
will not participate in games or track meets against these white Africans

whose governments exploit and suppress black men, " Harry Edwards, the

San Jose State College Professor and spokesmen for the black athletes,

told this reporter.

3. The black athletes also demanded that an additional Negro coach A
be added to the olympie coaching staff. Stanley V. Wright, a Negro, is
presently a staff coach but the black athletes dislike him intensely, They
speak of him as an ""Uncle Tom", they say his function is to keep black
athletes from complaining about the slights they receive.

4. The black athletes are also demanding that at least one Negro be
placed on Yhe U.S. Oympic Commission itself. The statement of demands
went on to ;s.ka note of the fact that one time Negro Qympic tract star
Jessie Ovens had criticised the proposed boycott and informed the
Commission that Ovens ''because of his Uncle Tom stand" will not be an
acceptable appointee,

5. The black athletes also demanded thqfMuhammed Ali be reinstated as
heavyweight champion of the world.

Simultanecus with their telegram of demands to Lentz, the black
athletes sought the support of Dr. Martin Luther King and Floyd McKissick,
the Executive Director of C(RE, Former baseball great Jackie Rohlnla; :

has already spoken in support of the black athletee and he, aleo, has been 3

agked to fully associate himself with the proposed boycott.



The black athlets have picked up suppising support from white sports
writer's on the Eagt coasi. Robert Lipayte of the New York Times dovotfcd:
his entire column last Saturday to :e sympathetic treatment of the proposed
boycott: the news director of a major television network informed Harry
Edwarde that he not only supports the Iproponall but would use his
influence with sportacasters on all networks. It can also be disclosed that
the bulk of in information indicting the NYAC for discriminstion was
compiled by a2 white sports editor and given to the black athletes,

In an all out effort to build strength for their cause the black

athletes algo took these additional moves which are calculated to create

political turmoil:
-=In a lengthy telegram to New York Senator Robert Kennedy, the
black athietes demanded that the Kennedy Foundation cease collecting funds
for a John ¥, Kennedy memorial Medal to be given to winning American
athletes st the 1268 Qympic games, Accordix:ng to information received by the
black athietes, the Kennedy Foundation is now collecting such funds in the
New York area and the money is to be channeled through the Qympic
commission. ' Nothing could more desecrate the grave and memory
of your late brother, Edwards wired Kennedy, "than to have money raised
in his name used by an organization that deliberately discriminates against
black people. " '
-« The black athleter sent yet another telegram to New York
Governor Nelson Rockefeller demanding that he and his family divest
themselves of their holdings in South Africa, It has been an open fact for e Z

years that the Rockefellers have extensive holdings in South Africa and

the statement made it clear that the black afhletes will embarrass the 3
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New York governdr on this {ssue should he seek the presidency. The
black atheletes also demanded that Governor Rockerfeller lmmediaﬂ!y_;:i
investigate the charges made agait NYAC, So lntcnné is the ruling.
sgainst South Africa and Southern Rhodesia that certain black power
advocaies are planning demonstration--disruptive ones at that-- at nnf
sports event where white athletes from these countries are allowed to
participate.

The black boycott could seriously damage America's chances in the . 
1968 Qympics. The U, S, basketball team would have to compete without
UCIL.A'a towering athletic genius Lew M.clndor Tommie Smith the San w :

A

State College track star and holder of ten world recopds, will not attend tw;-;__ oy

Mexico City Games; and Lee FEvans, algso from San Jos> State College and '

the holder of four world records, will also honor the boycott. Further
developments in the boycott plan will emerge after the black athletes receive
g

a reply from Mr, Lentz pursuant to their request for a meeting to disauss

the entire matter. It was also disclosed that the black athletes are seeking u 3

' s
meeting with civil rights leaders Martin Luther King and Floyd McKissick

danrt
in the next 4ew weeks,

End and (senenko call early Monday URGENT.



