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Thurman Boggess

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders 1

I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

1./'/ I definitely plan to compete regatdless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as i feel thusly: _

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed
boycott: -----------------------------
--------------------------------,-------------------

(continueanother side).---------------------
This form letter is being sent onlyto 55 of the leading Negro candidates

for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

• Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK & 4

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 41S

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tOI'rs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948



Steve Brown

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the

proposed b.oycott of the 1998 Olympic a.~mesby YS,Negro a~]11rt~s.as outlinedby Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you ax;.opportunity to ex
press r~ur personal feelings about the boycott- as it has been suggested in t~e
Thanksgiving Day meeting. f

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US-Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your Qwnpersonal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):,

x

I/definitely plarr to boycott the!1i~68 Olympics reg~rdless of,wnalever
anyone else does. -
_ = _~~ -=J-~.. ,~ ~ 1 _ I '~ _ J J

.I would boycott ii requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders?

I I
.' t J ,-! /
I wiH--do·whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly:

TRACK &

FIELD

NEWS Inc_

)
p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox
business 111anager

l

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed

boycott: :I -s~ ~ :::>: '->-0'\\ »0 ~'""c~s.E:.· K ~ \\:..>0..":> kc. ~e-~\:)\\~

\>, ~"--' ~~ <:iT M\; 'T ~ wit ~~...-o 0-+: V> I.C\~~,~ . \-.) -n\E; 0\\...\ M
(.A~ ) ~" :::\. ~)C> ~\i-~ (continue on ~t er 81 e).___ --7

This form letter is being sent only to 55-of the leading Negro candidates
for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•• Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic to"rs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

efc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948
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· Otis Burrell

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US·Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to· by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders 7

_ I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

~ My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK S

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. a. box 296

las altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948·8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tal'rs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948



John Carlos

Dear Athlete:

Track & )lie1d News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders?

I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly: _

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed
boycott: -----------------------------

(continue on other side).---------------------
This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro candidates

for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK S

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948·8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tours

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948
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DEC EMBER 4, 1967

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT

TRACK & FIELD NEWS

PO Box 296

Los ALTOS, CALIFORNIA
94023

GENTL EMEN:

IN REGARDS TO YOUR LETTER OF NOVEMBER 27, 1967, I HAVE ENCLOSED A

CLIPPING THAT WAS IN THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS THIS PAST SUNDAY.

I WAS INTERVIEWED FOR THIS ARTICLE. I CAN SINCERELY SAY ITS CONTENTS

CLEARLY EXPRESSES MY OPINIONS AND FEELINGS TOWARD A 1968 OLYMPIC BOYCOTT.

You CAN DISREGARD ANYTHING THAT DOES NOT PERTAIN TO THE BOYCOTT ITSELF.

SINCERELY,

PO BOX 3713

EAST TEXAS STATION

COr-.mERCE TEXAS

75428

..
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. Steve Carson

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycOtt as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

TRACK S

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948·8188

area code 415

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders 1

_ I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

~y present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly: _
business manager

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

(corilfnue on other sidef.----------------------
This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro candidates

for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tocrs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed
boycott: ~ --rt--~-r- ~ c:;:?:&L:~ IL"" ~,;..c:.'l'-."

~.£A·.-./. '~--A~' ,/; . -4_v'-/,....,~ / __:11 ••••• '" '" L~ "/"7.-' '-
'I ,,/' J , f ,,;,i "-/' d. /'

0;.-1 .'t'( .4~ ..2- t « !..4(_~-"'-'~-,(. >"f .,." ";:, ""/ ~i'..dr''!: ~ 'If "1 __ ,"--G';< <,./ .,;:c_?'c.."-..
r1--d:A.,"'--'¥'i..-,"\.- ,/1-'-1 ,-- f1. ,.;.,C'

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967
serving

the track world

since 1948



Ron Copeland

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders?

__ I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

J.L' My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly:

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed
boycott: -----------------------------

______________________ (continue on otherside).- -- -~ --
This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro candidates

for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•.. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK i
FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tOl'rs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948
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Charles Craig

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to·by certain leaders or organizations:
Which leaders?

/" I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly:

This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro candidates
for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•.. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967
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FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic to,'rs

complete mail order

business in track and
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Willie Davenport

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone el se does.

I would boycott if requested to·by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders?

I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

.~ . I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly:

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed
boycott: -----------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------

(continue on other side).---------------------
This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro candidates

for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

• Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK S

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox

business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tOl'rs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc't etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948
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r Jim Freeman

Dear Athlete:

Track &: Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders 7

I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

__ My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.-0 definitely plan to compete regardles~ of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly: _

TRACK &

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox
business manager

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed
boycott: _

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11.. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

(continue on other side).--------------------
This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro candidates--

for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

f'·

• Thanks for your cooperation.

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tOl'rs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967
serving

the track world

since 1948



Gayle Hopkins

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders 1

I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

-X- I defiriitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

Plea? feel free to add any other c0l1!;IDentsconeboycott: ~. 4/55~L ,/A/
.z

;,r~ l7'O Zf-z.(conrtnue on other side~.

~/-~~C~~~;-i~---~-;:-·n-g-~-n-i-~-·cl-··r--y-J ;-~-5-5-0-fthe leading Negro candidates
for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•.. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK S

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948.8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox

business manager

publishers of:

Tra ck & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tours

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc" etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948



Henry Jackson

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting •

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

-
I would boycott if requested to' by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders 7

I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

_ ~efinitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.L I have not formed an opinion at this ~me.
I ' I

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as 1 feel thusly: _

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK S

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and

publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing edi,tor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic to"rs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948



Larry Livers

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless Of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders?

_ I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

V My pr~sent plans are to co~pete in th.e 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I.1\qve not formed 'an opinion at tl:1istime.

My opinion does not'agre'e with any of the above, as I feel thusly:

~

~n order for this informatioq to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be r.eturned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience •.

•. Thanks far your cooperation.

Sincerely~

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK &

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletler

Track Technic;\e

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tours

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948
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Darnell Mitchell
Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders?

_ I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

~ My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

~ I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly:

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed
boycott: -----------------------------

(continue on other side).---------------------
This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro canaidates

for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27t 1967

TRACK i
FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calil. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 41S

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox

business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tocrs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948



\~~dOl:~mmer
Dear Athlete: \

__ I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

1 Mypresen~ plans are to ,competein the ~r968 Olympics.

...::::L- I definitely plan tQ compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this ti~e.

My opinion does~notagre~ with any of the above, as I feel thusly:~~..

~

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the pr~posed
boycott: See other side' •

(continue on other side).--------------------
This fo~ i;tt;; i;b-~ing ;e~t o~yto 5-5 of th~ ieadlng Negro candidates

for the 1968 USOlympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field'News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIALDEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK ~

FIELD

NEWS Inl

p, o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
pu blisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing ed,itor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic toers

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since !J~!
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Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

J err: r Proctor

Dear Athlete:

,

~TRACK S

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

I

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olympic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders?

~ I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly:

This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro candidates
for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948·8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and

publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox

business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olymp ic tOllrs

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948
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am an American. For me or othef-s to say that we will not run in the
1968 Olympics will not be helping the cause of the Negro's • I fo~eone
fitlJ:>that 1£ we do boycott the 1968 Olympics:it will be more of a
fall back as far as the Negro's in the United Stats areconcern':D.
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Clarence Ray

Dear Athlete:

> Track & Field News is inte~ested to learn you); opiriton cQncerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes' a's' outlined
bY-Harry ~Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Vouth Conterence iri Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiting to give'you an oppoHunity tofex
pressY9qr persQ,na.1feelings abou~ th~ boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting. II

Bas~d on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con-

cerning YOlu:_'Own(l>ersonallhvolvernent'(CtkJ£k ONLY ONEt:, " J

, ' " .. '

I definitely plan to bdycdttthe 1968 91ymp1cs regard1~ss of whatever
anyon~ else does. ,

TRACK i
FIELD

NEWS Inc.

I
I' p. 0, box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 94B·B I BB

area code 415

...

I'

,
.J ':j;" iIIo1' .=.. ,..~. r . __ .J ~ t - .•••. __ --'

I,would bpycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.

'Yhich{leade..tfs7, j \ I 11/~. I r 1/ J •

I I Will do whatever tpe majority of>the Negro athlete~ decide .• .,_ \ \; , •• '" 1\ • '" " • l ,{., \. ,- " ...., '- '~"- . '- I

".j , My~r~~e,~~ pl~ns ar~ ~ocOfng~~e,~n,-tht, 1,9,68j)lympics. \ \ I"

_' "I definitel~ plB:nto comPete rega-rdless of whatever anyone else does.I
, I ha -~~\. ( J", ..'. t 'l.h '\..;., .\ I' 1," '" ve not J,orme' an o!,lOlOna 'L 1;),-tlme.\, J...!,- ' \ .•.• '- (

.;,;.:.. ....,...., _-'C. •.• -:...-..... It.. • .•... L_ I ~. __--< ., "5-

,\ My oplmon does not agree witti any ,of.th~ ~bove, 'as I feel thu,sly: \ T "_. !.' --
I--------------------------------

I.....J t ~.~. i C\. J•••• _'" I" .••. n j

\. " ,-\- . '\,,' '". -~ ' - / . '

~Please .feeFfree .to'aad any other_£omments'c9ncernIng~tlte prop~o§~d''''
.' boycott:, ,~, I

~ ..r", i F "y ' ••• "".j '0' . ". ", tI '. - 1 J ., .J t/ f
" I, f. I
., •.• 'Y ,! 't I ,i .-

'I • ,_ -1" "t" ."

• I ' . , '" (continue on other sldeJ.
I' , '2~ \..,.! I •.. I.,........ -t-- ----""!i' -:-~-:-q- ~ .J: •••. ~_. ','. ;'. ~ '." '•..•. ~ .. '. I-

This form lette.r is bemg se~t oilly--t0'55-O~th,e...~~~ar~Negro-candidates
for the 1968 US Olymp1c track and field team. It 1Snbt beirig sent to any othJr
coaches, offici!ills, pro at,hletes orf6x!mer greats ~ \ .I

1 ' I

In oJ;'der\for th1s infonmition to .be usefuli~,fTr~k & Field News, it \
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed i~ a business reply 
envelope for your convenience.

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

J.,.. /
Bert Nelson

, ,'president 'and
publisher

Cordner N~lson
editor

Dick Drake
':.,- managing editor

Ed Fox
I business manageri \ \

-) .
pu blishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newslelter

Track Technique

I, and other teack, and
field literature,

" /

fF " "Olympic tO'JrS

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

Sincerely,

serving

the track world

since 194B
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Orin Richburg

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion concerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders?

I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

__ My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

L_ I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly:

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed
boycott: I

----------------------------------------------------

_____________________ (continue on odii~r~siae).

This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro candidates
for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is' not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27, 1967

TRACK S

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, calif. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
manag ing editor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic tO'IrS

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948



Dave Smith: (in answer to questionnaire) check plans to compete

•

I will de£initely try to compet e, providing of course that I can make the Olympic
team. I feel the Olympics are an individual rather than a group effort and we
should compete in them as individualsXkD

No one person shouldEpemkx try to speak for a group of people. I can see their
(the boycott leaders ') point. But there are two fields where negroes can really
exceli - -entertainment and athletics. If you lhave a chance to do well, you should
exploit it.

J.-!m~ HR l:ry RdwA :r;ds-ha.s-br-a:ffiW&slied-T-0ffiffi~tb1etes
~-thi~e-fl.a:s-swa-ycd Tommie to his 'vVa~ Others think they are doing

this just for publicity .



Willie Turner

Dear Athlete:

Track & Field News is interested to learn your opinion <;oncerning the
proposed boycott of the 1968 Olympic Games by US Negro athletes as outlined
by Harry Edwards of San Jose State during the Black Youth Conference in Los
Angeles, Nov. 23. We are simply desiring to give you an opportunity to ex
press your personal feelings about the boycott as it has been suggested in the
Thanksgiving Day meeting.

Based on the assumption that you would qualify to join the 1968 US Olym
pic squad, which of the following statements best reflects your feelings con
cerning your own personal involvement (Check ONLY ONE):

I definitely plan to boycott the 1968 Olympics regardless of whatever
anyone else does.

I would boycott if requested to by certain leaders or organizations.
Which leaders?

__ I will do whatever the majority of the Negro athletes decide.

1. My present plans are to compete in the 1968 Olympics.

I definitely plan to compete regardless of whatever anyone else does.

I have not formed an opinion at this time.

My opinion does not agree with any of the above, as I feel thusly:

Please feel free to add any other comments concerning the proposed
boycott: -----------------------------
--------------------- .•..•.-------- .. ----------------------

(continue on other side).--------------------
This form letter is being sent only to 55 of the leading Negro candidates

for the 1968 US Olympic track and field team. It is not being sent to any other
coaches, officials, pro athletes or former greats.

In order for this information to be useful to Track & Field News, it
must be returned no later than DECEMBER 11. Enclosed is a business reply
envelope for your convenience.

•. Thanks for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Track & Field News

November 27t 1967

TRACK S

FIELD

NEWS Inc.

p. o. box 296

los altos, ca IiI. 94023

phone: 948-8188

area code 415

Bert Nelson
president and
publisher

Cordner Nelson
editor

Dick Drake
managing editor

Ed Fox
business manager

publishers of:

Track & Field News

Track Newsletter

Track Technique

and other track and

field literature.

Olympic to'lrS

complete mail order

business in track and

field merchandise

literature

equipment

coaching aids

films

implements

etc., etc.

serving

the track world

since 1948
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