
-Tommie Smith: He's matured-with feelings. 11./11/77 .. _.Tommie' Smith.

The image is of a black athlete,
a clenched fist in a black glove.

Nota,n image of boyish exuber­
ance after he won the 200-meter dash
in the worIdrecord time of 19.8sec­
ond5 at the 1968Olympics. Not of the

10 other times he set 'World records
in running events. Just the black
,glove.. '

Tommie Smith is 32 now, married
and the father of a 10-year-old son.
For six years he has coached track
and football at Oberlin College in'~
Ohio, leading a quiet, rela'tively'
obscure life.

But that single moment in Mexico
City more than nine years ago, when
he and J'OhnCarlos stood, heads bow­
ed and fists raised in a black power
salute during the playing of the
Star Spangled Banner, won't "let go
of him.

He's still the target of criticism.
"I'm a little more grown up now,

and it doesn't re'aIlybother me," he .
.said. "1 just listen. People have"
their 'Opinions, and r realize they .
have a right to talk." '.' And he woul.d like for people to

Like, he implies, he had the right; l«1o~. that he IS a per~on who has
to call attention to his grievances. I feelIn.gs, who c~anges.wlt~the years.
At the time of the Olympics, he felt: Not Just a raIsed fIst In a black
!he and otJher blaoks were being' . glove ..

wronged, both as athletes and hurhan' So, ~nder ~h~clrcumstanc~s, would
beings. He thought he could help get h~',do It ~ga~n. ,. ,
the point across, and he was hurt .,1 .don t lIke to answe~ If ques­
that people got angry instead of bons; It would be ,great If 'we could
understanding.' . ~~create th~. past, to go, bc:ck. ~ut

Now, years later, does he feel con- ~~~ notpossrb!e. You can t lIve WIth
ditions have changed? Did he ac- if. It wo~~ Just be, a J?latform for
complish anything? p~opaga~dlzmg: r can t WInthe Olym-

"I'd really rather not talk ft,bout plCSagal~, so It-w~ul,~serve no pur-.
It. I'm planning something new be- pose talkmg about It.

fore the public,de~ling with .that, K C game busand I've been turnmg down Inter- ••

views for si~ mont.hs. I don't w~nt rides into sunset
to say anythmg untIl 1 .get a hold on
it, until I know how it's going to
work out."

He won't say what his plans are,
only that he's leaving Oberlin at the
end of the school year.

The fist, yes,

but do you
remember this?

TV can notch another victim in its
rearrangement of Aimerican society.

Scratch ilie after-church bus to the
football game in Kansas City.

Aibout 10 years ago the Country

Gub Christian ;Churich in KrinsasCity decided it 'Wouldbe a good idea
to run a bus from~oourch to Municipal
Stadium. It 'wouidgive the dhurch­
goers a little ritore time for good
fellowship and ihsure they got their
Sunday sermon' even when Chiefs
were at home. I"

Besides, attendance was falling off
by about 200 on game days. \

The members, !Were ,told it wouldI
.be OK to wear :sports clothes to the

morning service, and the nursery
stayed open air' afternoon to watch
the ohildren.

. The plan worked great for .a few
years, but along came TV to rewrite
t!he sbhedule.

"l1hey started scheduling ~so many
of ,the games iat 3:30 that it just
wasn',t practical anyimore," e~plained
Vic Criswell, the. church's business
administrator. ~'So'we abandoned the

project .••

A different kind
of comeback

In 1973, at 1'3, Doug Bass was' a
starter on his high school football
team ..

He moved .fa linebacker his sopho­
more year and, according to ,his coach
at Curley HfigihSchool in Miami, Fla.,
!had al'ready attracted the attention
of college coaches ..

In his junior year he made Ii !head.•
on taokle and felt something snap in
his neck. A broken neck. His doctors
said if he had broken it a fraotion of
an inch higher he would have been
paralyzed for life.

Instead, he spent a little time in
,tJhehospital, wore a neok brace for
several months and was only. sHghtly
,bothered by numbness in his rig1h:t
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hand. Then, against the advice of hist I

doctors, he played football again !his
senior year, starting 12 games andL-­
going to state final.
. He was given an athletic soholar:­
ship to Southwest Louisiana, and had

made tihe team this- year; but the
Sdl001is dootor 'Would not agree to
let him play because df!his Jrigh school
injury.

Now Bass is back home in Miami,
attending Biscayne College and wait­
ing to see what next year will <bring.

'!He stili' has four years of oollegel feligibility, and he's received inquirie~ :
from several schools. The University
of Miami has already certified him
as healthy enough ,to play if he de­
cides to attend, but there's no promise
of a soholarship.

So he's ,waiting Ito hear froon other
schools. After that he 'wants to play

. in the pros ..


