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This week's Alligator 'Player of ~,:,Week :rQ$ulted)n a

virtual dead-heat with h~ jumper R~, Jourdan e~9ingp~,
golfer Steve Melnyk for the~onor., " ,"', '"

Jourdan, the Pensacola junior, jU!1'Ped 7-0 twice in i~
meets last week to establish himself as perhaps the 'finest
collegiate high jumper in the nation this year ..

'Melnyk, defending champion of many tournaments added
another to his list by capturing the Senior Bowl tourney while
leading'the NCAA champion Gators to the team crown by a
whopping':35 strokes over their closest competition.

Jourdan won the honor due to the national importance of
his efforts. He went 7-0 to take the Northeastern Louisiana
Indoor, then repeated the effort against the finest high
jumpers in the country to capture the Washington, D.C.
Indoor title ..

"A jump like that indoors and this early i~ a good sign,"
says Gator track coach Jimmy Carnes. "It is a sign Ron might
be able to do 7·2"or 7~3 later this spring outdoors,"

This sort of mark should make Jourdan a strong candidate
for NCAA honors, too, before this season is concluded.
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u~ of Florida high' jump star RoB Jourdan said all aIODI !
lie 'fNGWbe ready for SaM'day's meet MUch wiD be used to diIe
ftmdt to •• Johnny Smnuels to* Deaf Olympics. Jourdan ••••
••• wtsdom teeth pulled earlier in the week. But with pretty
PJajii YGUDghelping to bold the bar, Ron decided to make a ••••
~y. Be will attempt to top his 7..footleap that he Be

~~ a few weeks ago in todaY'llperformance.~ .., ,
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RECORD-BREAKJ!JR--Ron Jourdan ,:;'Chesterfield 'Jaycee meet Ia$.t night
of the University of Florida goes at the Arena., ,Jourdan set a'meet'
over the bar in handsome fashion record oL6feet, 101 inches, ,but'
while en route to a record~breaking failed in attemlJt at 7 feet,i inch.'
performance in the high jump in the

Gators' Jourdan Soars
~. "-,,

Practice 7·1
By RALPH MUELLER foot-11%jump in fall practic~

81m Assistan~Sports Editor a year ago. ~
Ron Jourdan cleared the Jourdan feels he has broken

high jump bar at Hoot-1 the through an invisible barrier
other day. and while he doesn't feel he is

But to the University of ready to go over seven feet
Florida junior, that means' 6- consistently,he thinks he may
feet-10. be more oonsistent in the 6-

"Maybe I'll be' more' con- feet-10area.
sissent at 6-feet-10in meets "I felt great Monday,"com
now," quipped Jourdan, who ments Jo~rdan, who takes
soared higher than ever before over as kmg of the Florida
in his first workout following hi?h jumpers nowt~at tri-cap
_the Thank§gi.viJ!gvacation tam Frank Saler has
MondayafternoOn~~ .-. -·~graduated. - ~ <"- ......--

Jourdan's previous h i g h "I was really just going to
came in a quadrangular meet ~ork on form," he continu~.
at Tallahassee last year. He But when I felt so good,''!
cleared the bar at three- thought I'd go on." ; .
fourths of an inch over seven J?urdan began at 6;f~;
feet. whichhe calls "very low."1fe'

"But I've only made a few :noved the .bar up two to four
really good jumps," says lnches at time untiLhe swung
Jourdan, "I usually, was over the 7-foot-llevelnear the
around 6-feet-8 in' com- end of the workout.
petition."

The Pensacola junior had
cleared 6-foot-9% as a
freshman and recorded a 6-

It was a greatm~ale boost Don Hester, "Ron "made It
for the 21-year-old. "I \fa9 with pientytospate.
downlast year. AfterI hit that Has the. Fasbury-Flop fad

7-feet, o/4-inchj~~ 1didn't'hif;'JoUtdan? Ob,'yes!go over 6-feet-lOfhe~t~, ~e :'1'he' 'Gator high jumper
year," says Jourdm'1;; strode into Carnes' office

.' > • earlier 'this year jWlt after
~e new hIgh ba~ lifted illS Or~. S~'~~Dkk FoSb';ry

SPIrItS.. It has glVeJ!.,. more had flipped'over tne bar at '1
determmation toan ind1~al feet, ,'41/4, inch~.togi,.e the
who already was .~ne~of the, UnitedStates ittfirSt Olympi\J

h~rdest work~rs ~:l;\coad1 gold medal'~ 1956... '
Jimmy Carnes team. "'/, Jourdan wanted' to study

WhileRon felt "great" •• FosburY's ti-ailiing schedule \day, he didn't. feel tha~ ",ay more than. anything. But on
'last -April 2O-at-Tallahassae·-rttietrack:1!e' OOuldn'tresist,
He was tired when'be asked gtring thl ''nop'' a try. ,
that the bar be placed at '1- But what works for 'some
feet-3f4-inchSo that be would doesn't necessarily work for
have a chaI!ceto break team- others.
mate and close friend $a~S \\fter last Monday,Jourdan
school reoord.. >:: wouldn't want to change hili

He missed twice. BUt the style anywaY'. '
third try was successful ~d Someday, well - maybe
accordb1g to high jump coi.Cb they'll be wanting to copy his.

ri!:,Y \ \;'. in Fit FOHM
... " Eon .Jourd.m \1'\, Frank Saier



" '1 L 1 'c .>':'l.\v('S l." IlL &''1\(") H eJ\ e.e,t
Norm Carlson-Director

Ri~hard Giannini-Asst. Director January 21, 1969

:t{)h\. 18_.GAINESVillE, ~nnie Lee Samuels was a big winner on Florida track last Saturday

even though he was not there to receive his awards.

Florida track coach Jimmy C.;)rnesheld a benefit track meet to help raise funds

to send Samuels to the Oeaf and Blind Olympics in Yugoslavia later this year.

It proved to be a good day not only for Samuels but for the Gator trackmen that

performed in the meet. Carnes helped raise over $400.00 to help get Samuels to the meet./
Over 400 spectators watched in excitement as Gator h~gh jumper Ron Jourdan cleared

the bar at a record setting height of 7~2. Jourdan I~nsidered one of the nationsleading jumpers. 7-2 in the Olympics would have ~~d a bronze medal.

"Jourdan has Just been fantastiq" says

promoters of track and field in

who is noted as one of the leading

now cleared the magic seven foot

now has the best jump of anyone In the nation

the most consistent jumpers In the world."

as Jack Bacheler's time of L3:30.Z in the three mile.

Jourdan, who narrowl

Addod to Jourdan's

barrier five times. Thi

to date this year.

Bacheler,s time was about six seconds faster than the winning time for the 5,000 meters

in the Mexico Olympics. Bacheler made it to the finals in the 5,000 meters at Mexico

but a sudden illness kept him from competing for the gold medal.

The spectators also received a thrill when all-American football star, Larry

Smith, led the ATO's to a win in the special fraternity 440-relay.

Several more fund-raising events are planned in Samuels· behalf. The cost of

the trip to Yugoslavia is $1,800. Sports fans wishing to contribute should send

checks or money orders (no cash, please) to Joe Halberstein, Sports Editor, Gainesville

Sun, P. O. Drawer A, Gainesville, Florida, 32601.

All contributions are to be deposited in the Samuels fund in a Gainesvi1le bank.

After Apri I I. deadl ine for the dri ve, the money wi II be SO;j',: to the Un Ited States

International Games for the Deaf Committee, Art Kruger, chairman, Los Angeles,

California.


