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BERKELEY - Many the high
school track and field standout
with world-class marks has fallen
apart under the pressure of moving
up to world-dass competition. Yet
if anyone thought such might be
the case with Cubberley High's Bill
Green, such thinking should perish
forever.

Saturday, Green took on some of
the best 400-meter runners in the
world in the Brooks Invitational on
Cal-Berkeley's Edwards Field
track. He didn't win, but ....

At the fmish, Green trailed only
one man, former Arizona State
runner Tony Darden, who was
timed in 45.95 on the surprisingly
slowTartan surface. Green's mark
was 46.46, a fine time for a prep
runner and second for Green only
to his 46.34 in th,.erarefied atmos
phere of Mexico City in an interna
tionaljunior meet last summer ..

But the time isn't important.
Greenshould have, and could have,
run faster Saturday. It's possible he
might even have won had he"been
more experienced.

What is important are the names
of the men who trailed him in the
race. WillieSmith, last year's No. I·
ranked 400 man in the United
States was seventh, possibly out of
shape,although most of those run
ning Saturday should have been
near their peaks with the national
AAUmeet coming up this week in
Walnut.

Maurice Peoples, NO.6 on the
1978U.S. list, is in shape and he
wound up third; Herman Frazier,
No. 10last year, also is in shape, and
he was fourth. The same for fifth
placer EvisJennings, another high
ranking jumper last year.

The significane of beating such
athletes did not go unnoticed by
Green, who will be taking on an
even bigger task this week when he
makes the trip to Walnut, hoping
for the success that will produce
not just a placing, but a berth on a
touring national team this sum
mer.

As he said afterward. "It te[!s you
what level you're at."

"I might have gone out the first
200 too slow," he acknowledged.
Indeed, while not last, he was well
back at the halfway point. "I'm not


