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PAYTON JORDAN

From page 33

“Heunderstood well before many peo-
ple the importance of marketing our sport
to a greater audience,” said Woodside’s
Nancy Ditz, an Olympic marathoner who
knew Jordan most of her life.

- Jordan led the U.S. track team to a
record 24 medals, 12 of them gold, in
Mexico City. But the enduring mem-
ory of those Games is San Jose State’s
Tommie Smith and John Carlos rais-
ing gloved fists after receiving medals
for 200 meters.

“T admire the fact they did what
they thought needed to be done at the
time,” he told the Mercury News in

1998. “T don’t ever want to be the per-
son second-guessing someone else.”

But those turbulent times didn’t al-
ways pass smoothly for Jordan, a world-
record-setting sprinter for USC in the
late 1930s. One of the most controver-
sial incidents occurred in 1969 when
English sprint star Patrick Morrison re-
fused to cut his hair. Jordan wouldn’t let
Morrison compete in the Cal duo meet,
Brock recalled, adding a number of Car-
dinal athletes quit in protest.

/. “He was aman who got caughtin the
times,” Brock said. “But Payton wasn’t
a dinosaur; his virtues were timeless.”

Jordan played in the 1939 Rose
Bowl for the Trojans. After serv-
ing in the Navy during World War
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II, he began coaching at Occidental
College before moving to Stanford.
The Cardinal finished second in the
NCAA in 1963, produced seven
Olympic athletes and numerous
NCAA champions. One of those was
Canadian Charlie Francis, the infa-
mous coach of sprinter Ben John-
son, who lost his gold medal in 1988
after testing positive for steroids.

Had war not forced the cancella-
tion of the Summer Olympics in the
1940s, Jordan might have been an
even greater celebrity. At the time he
was one of the world’s best sprint-
ers and had a chance to win Olympic
titles in the 100-yard dash.

Instead, he put his talents to helping
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others. He organized what many con-
sider to be the greafest track meet staged
on American soil, the 1962 contest be-
tween the United States and the Soviet
Union at Stanford Stadium. The two-
day crowd of 155,000 was the biggest
ever to watch a meet in this country.

Bob Stoecker, who was entering
Stanford after graduating from Los
Altos High, carried the javelins, dis-
cuses and hammers to the athletes
during the meet.

“In the middle of the Cold War it
was absolutely a love fest,” recalled
Stoecker, who became an NCAA discus
champion for Jordan. “Athletes were
walking around hugging each other.”

Jordan, who once was featured on

=

J9AdU puaga)

Moel} piojuels |

the cover of Life Magazine, said of the
meet: “It’s an event that won’t ever
happen again.”

Now Stanford has a spring meet in
his honor, the Payton Jordan Cardinaf
Invitational, that attracts some of the
country’s leading distance runners,

“Few people live the ideals they
espouse,” said Stoecker, a Palo Alto
architect. “He was one of them. He
was all about clean living and respect-
ing your body.”

And being on the go. .

Stoecker said Jordan looked like
the way he felt inside, which kept him
young.

“That was part of the aura of the
man,” he said.




