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Saratogan competes in bobsled race for Greece ..
/

B OBSLED OLYMPIAN: Peter
Kolotouros is part of the four-man
bobsled competition in Nagano,

Japan. He holds the side pusher position
on the Greek team. The bobsled runs will
be televised Feb. 19 and 20 at 9 p.m. Pacif­
ic Standard Time. Peter, a marketing ana­
lyst, is the first UPS employee to qualify
for the Olympic Winter Games. UPS
helps subsidize the training of potential
Olympic material in its ranks by provid-

MARY ANN
COOK

ing flexible hours, allowing time for train­
ing and competition and helping provide
equipment, apparel and transportation.
The program is called the Athlete Train­
ing Assistan t Program (AT AP).

The Saratoga resident is a U.S. native
who holds dual citizenship in the U.S. and'
in Greece, where his parents were born. He
has been active in track and field since age
10, and at age 12 he was National Running
Champion for his age group. He attempt-

ed to qualify for the Greek track and field
team in '92 and '96 and missed by fractions.

Though he didn't qualify for those
events, he became a known quantity and
was invited to tryout for the sidepusher
position for the newly formed bobsled
team. He qualified in Park City, Utah, in
December. The crossover from track and
field to bobsled is a natural, since both take
incredible leg strength. Peter is a Stanford
grad and was a standout in Stanford track
and field, including being a finalist in four
Pac-10 championship events, where he ran
the nO-meter high hurdles.

As a member of the Greek Olympic
team, Peter was among the first group of
athletes to enter the stadium at Nagano, as.
Olympic tradition decrees. The Spiral,
where the runs will take place, is the first
artificial ice track constructed in Asia.
Because of the mountain's topography,
there are two uphill sections on the track­
the first of its kind in the world.

FITNESS FREAKS: The MacKinlays­
Helen and Rod-are such avid fitness
advocates that even their sons, both of
whom are hale specimens, complain. Scott,
visiting from London, calls coming back to
his parents' home "MacKinlay Bootcamp"
and vows the only way to evade the fierce
fitness regimen is to come off the plane in
crutches, a ploy he hasn't tried-yet.
Father Rod, staunch member of a running
club, is traditionally a winner in the over-

55 age division. A dream log cabin in Por­
tola in the eastern Sierra that they fell in
love with instantly is the newestpied-a-terre
for the MacKinlays. Very remote, the cabin
will be used for weekend or anytime get­
aways, now that Rod is retired. And pre­
sum ably a new running and hiking base as
well. They time their climbs.

HORSE OF A DIFFERENT COLOR:
"When I volunteered to take over her job
I didn't think it would take a team ofhors­
es," wails Marcia Adams about her duties
while filling in for recouping M.L. Taylor,
chair of the Literary Arts Committee at
Montalvo. When Marcia submitted a note

to M.L., detailing what she had been up to,
she signed it "Your Loyal Clydesdale."

RETIREMENT? NAH: Life plans have'
a funny way of altering. When planning for
retirement from his NASA job of 30 years,
Steve Diewert probably didn't realize he'd
be taking on a brand-new career when that
one ended. But that's indeed what hap­
pened. Now he's business manager for his
artist wife Y oju, whose work is on view at
the Aegis Gallery. The Diewerts met in
Japan and have been married 10 years. A
standout in the current Aegis show is Yoju 's
mixed-media work titled "Old Pottery."

BOOK MARKET: Sad news for book­

lovers throughout the West Valley environs
as the Saratoga Book Market (below the
Blue Rock Shoot) is due to shut its doors
soon. Blue Rock Shoot wants to use the lower

level to expand its coffee shop operation, so
bookstore owner Rachel Cart won't be able
to transfer that location to a different owner.
Instead she'll head for HalfMoon Bay, where
she and her husband-to-be, Saratogan Ian
Oeschger, will live. And she '11 look for a new
job. Too bad our world is chock-full of
browsers but rather bereft of buyers.

CULTURAL DIVERSITY: A daylong
conference designed to increase coopera­
tion and mutual respect between cultures
will be held Feb: 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Unitarian Church in Palo Alto.
"Kaleidoscope" has many sponsors, chiefly
the ~G-Saratoga branch of the AAUW.
Keynote speaker is Aileen Hernandez,
adviser to U.S. presidents and chairwoman
of the California'Women's Agenda. For
tickets at $12 per call 741-1616.

OLYMPIAD OF ARTS: The Olympiad
of the Arts is an annual competition for
high school and college students of Santa
Clara County in the areas of music, short
story, poetry, dance, theater, visual arts and
photography. The awards ceremony is held
at Montalvo, and Sen. James Phelan was
an Olympiad founder. Sponsor is the West
Valley/Mission Colleges Foundation. The

. foundation number is 741-2066, and
address is 14000 Fruitvale Ave., Saratoga.

FLOOD FLOTSAM: Any patio furni­
ture bobbing along Saratoga Creek may
belong to Julia, whose beeper number is
237-7262. Call her if you catch sight of any.
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Saratoga man
part of Greece's
bobsled team
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Sumo wrestler Akebono (516 pounds), who will take part in open­
ing ceremonies, enjoyed seeing Tara Lipinski (82 'pounds) prac­
tice her figure skating.

By MIKE GUERSCH
Mercury News Staff Writer

NAGANO,Japan - Saratoga
resident and Stanford graduate

. _~ter Kolotouros will be among
, the first group of athletes entering

the stadium during the opening
ceremonies today.

Kolotouros, 29, is a member of
the Greek four-man bobsled team,
which makes its debut in the Na­
gano Games. Greece fielded a
two-man team in the 1994Lille­
hanuner Games.

As the first country to host an
Olympic Games, Greece is always
the first nation to walk in the pa­
rade of athletes. So as a member
of the 13-athlete Greek team, Ko­
lotouros will help lead the march
in the stadium for opening and
closing ceremonies.

Kolotouros, whose parents
were born in Greece, failed in an
attempt to make the 1996Atlanta
Games in the nO-meter hurdles.
But Greek bobsled driver Greg Se­
bald - a Greek-American like all
the bobsled members - noticed
Kolotouros and invited him to try
out for the team in October.

Taking time out from his job as
a marketing analyst with UPS, Ko­
lotouros has participated in World
Cup ev~nts in Calgary, Alberta;
Park City, Utah; and the European
championships in Igls, Austria.

Opposites attracted
to Nagano Games

u.s. figure skater Tara Lipinski
and sumo wrestler Akebono
showed up at figure-skating prac-

, tice Thursday, but only one of
them ventured onto the ice. At 6­
foot-8, 516 pounds, the grand
champion sumo wrestler has not
yet perfected his triple axel.

"I never skated," said Akebono,
.a native of Hawaii whose given
name is Chad Rowan. "Too dan­
gerous."

Trailing a CBS camera crew,
the sumo champion took in some
of the Winter Olympic sites before
he is scheduled to perform a puri­
fication ritual at opening ceremo­
nies today.
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ment should come down to a Can­
ada-United States fmal, but Swe­
den raised some eyebrows with a
1-1tie against Canada on Wednes­
day in its final warm-up for the
Games.

"We already know how strong
Canada is," U.S. forward Canuni
Granato said. "That just proves
how strong Sweden is."

Canada outscored Sweden 29-4
in their three world championship
meetings over the past seven
years.

The U.S. team tuned up with a
10-0victory over Japan. Team
USA opens the tournament early
Sunday against China.

Bobsledder's fate
hinges on appeal

goveriring body after testing posi­
tive for ephedrine, a banned sub­
stance found in many over-the­
counter cold medications.

"The word that we had yester­
day was that there was a hearing
set for CAS for the seventh," said
Dick Schultz, executive director
of the U.S. Olympic Committee.
"We're trying to make sure if that,
in fact, is the case."

• The Asahi Newspaper on
Thursday ran a story telling citi­
zens how they can sneak a peek at
the men's downhill race Saturday
without buying a ticket. Among
the locales: a restaurant on the
Happo'one slope that has views of
the starting gate and a good por­
tion of the course.

• German pairs skaters Ingo
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