Cross country coaches and fans,
Some of you may have heard but there are plans moving forward for a private sports complex at Toro Park in Salinas. We currently use Toro Park for many of our cross country events and specifically, we at North Monterey County HS, use it to host the annual Earlybird Invitational. We started this event 20 years ago with a modest handful of local teams and we used to host it here on campus until we lost the use of the land behind the track (that’s another story all together). Anyway, the event has grown to be one of the largest meets in the central part of California and we now host over 75 schools and more than 2,500 runners each year.  This year will be our 20th Anniversary edition. With the complex proposition we risk losing the park for major running events and I really have no idea what we would do. Earlybird may need to be cancelled.  Currently the CCS Championships are held there every other year and if we indeed lose the park we will lose that site for championship events. Local leagues use the park yearly for their championships and may also need to re-locate. This decision could affect thousands of high school runners that use the park on a yearly basis.
Anyway, we obviously are hoping that the developers have a change of heart or that the people making the decisions to approve the project consider the effects on the running community as well as the loss of open public space in a beautiful county park.

Here is an editorial by a Michael Dove, a local running guru, who explains it better than I can.

http://www.thecalifornian.com/article/20140509/OPINION04/305090017/Let-s-save-Toro-County-Park
If any of you would like to help keep Toro Park the way it is, for whatever reason, please send an email to the following emails.  

District5@co.monterey.ca.us District4@co.monterey.ca.us District3@co.monterey.ca.us
District2@co.monterey.ca.us District1@co.monterey.ca.us parks@co.Monterey.ca.us
Akemanjd@co.Monterey.ca.us
Thanks!
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