
January 6, 1969
7131 Neff St.
Houston, Texas 77036

Ill'. Dicl\: Dra}~e
TracIe & Field News
Box 296
Los Altos, Calif. 90422

Dear Did;:.:
I have just finished researching all of .!:I}Y tracl;:. literature and this

is what I've culled out to date on the A~~-Time Greats Comrmter List. I'll
rass tIlis information on to you, if you can find someone with more data
they are welcome to incorporate my data, or if someone(like ng) wants to
send me some data I'll be glad to dig out further information.

The marks listed are the yearly best for the athlete unless I put
an AL in front, of it ,·,hich means "at least". You saiel you had IJost-1948
data so I've stopped with Hagg's final season- 1945. My data comes from
T&l~N, TN, 1947 OlymlJic I~andbook, NCAA guilies for '42-46, and Olympic books,
plus a couple other hardbacks. Biggest problem is finding marks for each
athlete for each year. Illost of belOl; are only best ever.

1880 JB71 1920 A.G. IIill(GD) 4:01.8m 4,BuvfllA.(F~A-'-

4:23.2\lalter Georee Geo~ AL 4i.J.G,).. 1921 3:51.0 Otto Peltzer(Ger) tfh3,()

1832 &,R,Wise(G.f3) Albert IIill (GB) 4: 13.8 19;>.."- M. ~

4:19.4 George A~o/I;"?,C 11.13. Stallard(GB) 4:14.2 ---;::"J' •.Pee
1891 LC'""'J 4/...l(/.).(,¥

.l,c\>\M'1<=V'S(v<')1C84 .-- .. 1923 3:93.0 Nurmi 4:10.4
'i:)..),i _ 4:18.4 George B,R,W'SC(G-B)/fL.t.j:J..Lf,/f -- Eclvin 1Jicle(S'vecl) 4:13.1
p.,.<,,-IBf;I!> 1683 w:lii~ .s\.tc.e>l:(GBIJ\{..If,'.t~-;"" jf,(S,Sfo..l/t:URS (&&) Jj.L. LfI~/b

'I°86 'J (:I ~ W)4 3 r:: •• 6 3 ~3 6 p .._0_· i89b-W.tI,e~lI\Odt. 14t...4:tflf,D ..!.2..::...... :).:::.. , :). l'.urml 3:,£?,OD~G:0,L.Cl;J<:
4:12.8 George(pro?) AJL3:55.0 ~l. Scherrer(Sivitz) (G-Bn:n,o
AL 4:16.2 \'iillie Cunu:1ings(GD)(pro?) 53:55.6 II.B. Stallard(GB) !YJ.5'
-,d), #>.kfdev-(6-i3j At 4:J..5,«, Wtl.~.,5~vQue(6-I3) At,.'fj)..i,b i3'.~Ck'j,"'c...{d(G-i.3)
1926 3:51.0 Otto Peltzer(Ger) 1934 Cunningham 4:06.7 At- .. 'IfI8,O

3:51.8 Edvin Vide(Swed) 3:48.8 Bill Bonthron 4:08.9

G-.8tvt=:1vv.(Fv)('t~ Ifllltif Svdnev \'food_erson 4:15.21)a') -, I I 0 S e 1\T 7 4 . 1 ') 6 v ~'fL1., [_ J.. I\. 1,. i...J • .J e . 11.:2., . ! • I"' ,.. ~ " -1

G .. \. (S') 4 15 0 '\~OVelo~l\..t .. ',.1:::. ,+~ecvv "", .. ~;.:'c'_;r T: .. 7-.4
/'1)..7 " Ulmar .hJorgen ireel : • \ 1o, c 1" (ern) 4'1£1 {')
__ C.Eu..ls~PJ .I U,)l eJ I,eeve Ld • t. ,)A,/..lf/ll.() 1'928 3:52.0 IIarri Larva(I~in) 4:11.0 3:50.5 Eugene Venzkc(U~3)

3:52.6 Hans lIichmann(Ger) 3:50.8 Erik. IJy(S'ICd) 4:12.6
3:53.1 Eino l'urje(Fin) 4:11.6 3:54.0 Umbcrto Cerati(It)

1\L 3:53.6 Jules Ladoumegae(Fr) 1\L3:54.6 Beccali
AL ):54.8 Eino Purje(}'in) AL3:55.2 lIilUos Szabo(Hun~d

C.E~'5(G-I3) tH·If,'J-c>,8 T0 AL3 : 57 .0 Hauer ]'Iormand (I~r )
192.1 Leo Lel'J1lond(U0) 4:13.0 'J'1 5~ 0 '., : 1 . h S ] b (C )
-- (..,E((I's~) IH...If:.>..t.,o A~.J: (.o j;l'leel'lC. C.laum urg 1er1930 3:49.2 Jules Ladoumegue(l<'r) AL 3:59.4 Janusz Kusocinsl\.i(Pol)

p 1 I F'll(UC:') 4'1') 4 AL3:59.6 J.lA.rrti !'Iatilainen(Pin).ca 11 1 "J.l 0 • '-.

Rufus Kiser(US) 4:13.0Roll. T!r.Ov.!lD-s(6-B) It/... ~ "I:''1,'D
·1931 Jules Ladoumegue(Fr) 4:09.2

J;b-.s~() no g inald Th omas( GD) 4: 13.4
Frank Crowley(US) 4:14.4

1932 AL3:51.2 Luigi Beccali
~3:52.a Jerry Cornes(GB) 4:1·4.2
3:52.6 Venzke
3:52.7 Nonvooc1 IIalloiVell(m))/~:14.8
AL3:52.8 J)hil Echmrcls(Cn,n)
3 : 53.0 ,,{n.rc1 Earduan (US)
\ I" "3 A G1 C . 1 (F-·' )1c jJ:.J .'-" enn unnlng Hlm\U0
3:53.6 Prank Croidey(1J~)) 4:'15.0
3:53.9 IIcnry Drocksmith(US) 4:11.6
3:54.0 Jan~s Kuocinski(Pol)
AL3:54.6 Erik Ny(Swed)

/....oye./oc.k 'f: I.J.. ,C) .JO'jscph Hangan(US) 4:14.8

1933 Jack Lovelock(NZ) 4:07.6
Dill Bonthron(US) 4:08.7
3:49.0 Luigi Boccali
Raymond Sears(US) 4:14.1
R~ I"".dJ. Tflo\WLS (Goij) 4 L. Jf: 1'1, :l..

1935 Lovelock AL 4:11.2
1\.L3: 52.·J Cunninghar.1
Wooderson 4:12.7
3:53.6 Hoger ;JormanclO'r)
Eobert Crraham(c;B) 4:12.0
Aubrey Heeve(GB) 4:13.4
Richard Dauer(US) 4:15.0

1936 3:47.8 Lovelock
3:48.4 Cunningham AL4:13.5
3:49.21?eccali
AL3:55.2 Donthron
AL3:55.3 Venzke
Wooderson 4:10.8
3: 49.~) ii.rchic San Eomani (US)
3:50.4 Phil Edwards(Can)
3:51.4 Jerry Cornes(C,D)
3:53.8 Robert Goix(Pr)
Jame s ~;)totharcl (GJ3) 4: 11 .6
Thomas Decl\.arcl(1J~::) 4:15.0

AlA: 09 •0



All-Time Greats 1500/}lile

~ ,:5 iSI, (); 3 :.sIJ,.:s r.1931 ilooderson 4:00.4
San Eomani 4:07.2
Cunningham 4:07.4
Henry I~alarne (Swed) 1/: OS. 8
James Sr;:Jith(US) 4:11.0
Olle Pettersson(Swed) 4:12.2
Peter Dradely(DS) 4:13.4
C t TIT' (C"'" 4 13 (")•• t. vOln J',!nary ,'"J) : .0
Beccali 4:10.9
3:§2.8° Don Lash(US) 4:07.2
3:48.6 llildos Szabo (1lung)
3: 52.2 l'lihaly Igloi (Hung)
3:52.3 Lennart Nilsson(Swed)
3:53.2 IIfvns Lehne (IJor)
3:53.2 Frffi~drich Schauml)U~'e(Gel')
3: 53.5 lLeginald Thomas (G13)
3:53.3 Toivo IIoiJpania(l<'in)

2.

1941 3:47.6,3:48.6 IIagg 4:09.2
IIagg '1st in \(01' lel Li s t an(l. \Vorlcl Hank

3:48.6 An(lersson
'0 1" l' 1 (U~ ' \ L . 11 -,L. l\.enCa,L J. ;)) l\. Lf' : • b
3:51.0 Bror Irellstrom(S\'lC(l) 4:09.6
3:49.2 Jonsson-Kalarne(Sved??)
3:51.4 Las lladlitcllell(US) 4:10.4
3::52.2 John Is1JergUj\fecl)
3:52.6 Olle Akerberg(Svecl) 4:13.4
3:53.4 Gusztav IIarsanyi(IIung)
j)' h 1 -) t (T'C') 1 11 ')J.o1c"arc .te Cr\d0 Lt: •..•

rhil Leibowitz(US) 4:09.3
Ed Culp(US) 4:11 .4ATL(I have 4:10.3n

at. NCA"c)

Loroy Weecl(US) 4:09.7
Robert Ginn(US) 4:10.1
C'. b 1 1 F (TF') A 1 1 0au})'c~ nane\'U0 '-I': .u

1938 Cunningham 4:07.2
San Eooani 4: 10.4
lIel Trutt(US) 4:11.4
James Alford(GD) 4:11.6
1Jm. Southworth(LJS) 4:13.0
J. Greg Hice(US) 4:13.0
Zamyerini 4:08.3
Cerald Backhouse(Aust) 4:12:3
Vernon Daot(NZ) 4:12.6
3:50.0 Joseph Lostert(Bellft) 4:11.6
3 :40.7 \Iooderson A(.. 4,'13,1./

3:49.4 Charles 1;1enske(US)
AL3:55.2 Decnili
3 5? - I 1 'J 1 . (T1' ): ~.) '.au"-;,o J. e"'\.ur 1 .1,'111
3: 53.1 llartti ~'iatilainen(l,'in)
3:53.3 Jack Emerv(Cn)
3:53.4 Tauna Peu;sa(Fin)
3 : 53.8 Larme Salminen (}'in)
1\L3: 56.5 ltiila Ifartikka(Hin)

1939 (tecil Colf.e(US) 4:13.8
J <:tEl(;S Da vis (m:;) 4: 14 • 2
CUllningham 4:11.6
Wooderson 4:07.4
1" ens k e 4: 1 1 • 0
'4±+e~' ~1,1~T7' 'j .',T A ',I r-j1..(. .•.• v ..•...•. _ •......•..•....L '-"'1--' I .4.1....•...J ." - I ". -)
S~m Hamani 4: 1 "j .3;):(

Jaseph J.~ostcl't(13elL:) 4:10.4
3:43.3 Arne Andorssan
") '-OO} "1 " t"l·('" )J:.)I. 1 •.1l 0 ~i~tr·ll·~ca .J.-!']_rt

•.") . r~,) 'J T\ e 'lll is' ell ( /f') n) ,1. 1 2 0J • ....J v • L.... J) .1 __ ,. - _ \ \LI)J.J L 1- • _.

3:50.2 Luchlig 1~aimll(Ger)
JO~l Woodruff(US) 4:12.8
3: 51 .5 JHaine ~"i(~eout (US)
\/a,yne Lideout(4:14.'])
3:52.0 ~I0rlJert Jacob(Cer)
3:52.4 llarri Lehlhose(CeT)
3:52.6 ZaLlI)(:rini .1\L 4:13.6
3 : 53 .::> T'"'i s t 0 1<a1~i (Ie in) 4: 1 2 • 0
3:53.3 Jerne:r I~orting((Jer)

1940 Les ;'J.acLithhell(l;;3) 4:12.0
T1 1 4 ('0 3
1.' ens '\.e : Uu •. , 'i.)
J'. 1" 1 " - 0' A '1 fJ- >J~, A 'I ~ n( O.lh 1.UhSn,1 ,}. 1 .' to "".• :7

3479 or It. 'f.'"tU"1 ; 41 r.: .' ,;a..:.' er l'.ell1.(! ,J! LT: I .\J
3 : Li3 .0 CUllninghar.l
'} • LI (, r. v" 1 L ,( n ,-,) ,j. 1 1 r.J. "(,~• .J _cuU J.,OOle\.lJ!J '+., .)

1 T' 0 1 ':'n' t 'J' 1•• (i ," .' ,1. ~ 1 'J,,11 0."",,1 l>.hcl. ~,],n) )t.1 ."-

3 : 48 • 8 ~~cnr:>,'"~~u.larll(;
3:43.3 or .9 Ilagg
3:49.0 Al:.e ,s])anr.ortUi\Iell) 4:0<).4
3:51.2 Toivo Sarkama(Fin) 4:11.2
l)l aine lLicle out 4: 1 ()i~)1

') . '.- Gr.' (U'--' " 4· 1L' Q.:"lAon ,<1,rner ',J) • r.U
Eay J:'ehr(Ub) 4:'14.8

1942 3:45.8, 3:47.6 IIar;g 4:06.1, 4:04.6
Hagg 1 st in \forld List and \Tarlc1 E<:tnk
Anders san 4: 06.2 2ml 'Ii or Id, Li st and Eank
l\iadii thlle1l AL4: 12.2
3:51.4 Lerov Weeel AL 4:1:5.1
3:51.4 liolfvScidenschnur(Gor)
T" 'U'·) \.1 A 1 I -hane \.0 I J ~I': Lr. U
3 : 52.6 Ingv <:tr Hi1,g 1um1.(SITed)
3:53.4 Ollie rettel'sson(Swed)
3:54.0 Willy Rank(Gor)
Ginn(US) AL 4:11.1
Danald Durnham(US) 4:12.5
Arthur Caz<:tro~(US) 4:15.0
li,ahert l"lacLrid(CS) L1:15.0

1 C) 43 3: 45 • 0 And 0 I' S son 4-: 02 • 6 1s t \'IL & \m
I' " n' '). il,. 05 3 4 . 0" LL L1 • 0 c) (\ A, • 1 'J ".l. l.v f::' b I •• , .".1 •. , r. '-'.:• ./, ""I. ~.-"

211(1 '\IL [111(l v/I~

nune Gustafsson(S,Ted) 4:0':1,.6
Dill IIulse(US) 4:06.0
3:47.8 ATllC Mllson(Swed) 4:06.6
3:43.5 Gil Dodds(US) 4:06.1
3:51.0 Aagc ~oulsen(Den)
3: 51 .8 EarlS Lilj cJwist(S\'led)
3:52.0 Ake Durld'elclt(S\ ••o(l)
3:53.2 Nartti Salovaara(},in)
3:53.6 Bjorn Ekstedt(Swed)
n ~3 <) •. ' '1 T) 1 (~" )j:) .U 1"rJ,." lJanClenSSOn :::;\••00.
3:53.8 Krrut Claesson(Swed)

" ('T") , L 1 A~' 1j, Ulln \ l;,:) l~ LJ- : I I •
" . - (FC') , 1 A 1 (") 'J.I)Urn11a[;1 o,;) J'UJ ~I': u.,;.

1 S443 : 43 • 0 nil P' g 4: 02 • 0 1 s t 'J L & 1JR
3:~i4.0 Anc1ers~Oll 4:01.6 2ncl \{L [;:, liE
l'olJe-'J. ';ume(F('\j"14 6I... ,-.L V Jl.. 1 .JIJ J L.. e •

no s s ,tume (US) 4: 14.6
3 :48.2 l~une Custafsson(S''led)
') 1 (',(,). L . r- 0j)\ lr 11au u,.), J\. 4 : (.
3: 5\.;.0 Dertil Anclersson-Hc)lmebyU';1<lOd)
3:50.6 Inevar Bengtssan(Swed)
3:53.2 Alexanclr l~gatjevski(USSTI)
3:53.6 Gunnar Olsson(Swed)
3:54.0 Lazlo T:ives(Gpr)
3: 54.0 ~3taffan Eenhorn(S\'rccl)
naland Sink(CS) AL 4:17.7



19453:'4-5.4 Hag,G 4:01.3 1st ilL [;~ 1m
3:45.8 Andersson 4:02.2 2nd '/L b 1m
3:46.20 Rune lJersson(S'ved)4:03.8
3:48.40 Wooderson 4:04.2
3:48.2 Erik Ahlden(Swed)
3:47.0 Lennart Strand(Swed) 4:04.8
~arcel ilansenne(Pr) 4:08.2
noss Hume(US) AL 4:18.5
3:49.4 ~)ven Halmberc(Sved)

3: 50.4 huclolf briksson(S'ved)
3:50.6 ililding Eriksson(Sved)
3:50.8 Bertil Albertsson(Swod)
1I01and Sundlin (S'ved) 4: 14.6
Doug J i 1 s on (G B) 4-: -I-I • If- -- -...---"'----- --.•.•...._-~"-"..- ---


