Pebiuary 23, 1971

Mr, Jack Clark
Sports Editor
Alameda Times Star
Alameda, California

Dear Jack:

I recently reczived the hoart-breaking news that Bob De Celle, Jr., foruer
Alameda High track star, was killed while fighting for his country in the Indoe
China War,

1 got to know Bob well when I was the track and cross country coach at Alameda
High in the early sixties, Bob was just starting to make a neme for himself as an
outstanding sthlete and citizen, I would like to take a few minutes of your time to
talk about Bob Jr., for in my thirteen years of toaching Bob stands out abov. the
hundreds . boys «i:h whom I have been associated.

Bab, orx “Eooarto, 25 his friends called him, was the epitome of American mane
hood., He respected authority, was selfless, and loved God and his fellow man. He
was gentle, courteous, and had a zest for llrlns. e wa- 6¢vut¢d to his team, his
achool, his country,

1 think I can best 1liustrate what kind of personuiﬁb was by giting a single
episode from his past, It happened in Bob's junior 9 1962, against a favored
San Leandro track team, Because of injuries to two sprinters on the Alameda
team, Bob was ssked to forsake his role as a mllu in for the seprints,
broad jump, and relay....events he iad never comp efore, Bob went on that
day to almost single-handedly dnﬁq@t San Lea zby wfnging the 440 in
33.0, the long jump in 19'0, tﬁktﬁg,senand‘ '
dectding event of the day.-the rslay,

Bob went on tc win many A ¥ coxd he
mile; ACAL mile champlon, All Northarn Cali orhia twica !E crotl cauntry; northern
California Junior College dhmplon in the mile, etc,

Bob won many honors in his Iﬁ-ye-vi; but what sta ‘-out in my mind 18 his
willingness to give. He was willing to sacrifice hlmhel! for cthe good of the team
in the close win over Sen Leandro in 1962, He was willing to lacriftce his life
for his country when he volunteered for combat duty in 1971,

Ris life was short, byt full and profound., He was a2 credit to his family, teo

"the city of Alamuda, and to America, I would have been proud Yo have had him as my
Gwin 80N, : X

e

Sinecerely,

Plato Yanicks, Twack Coach
" Menlo-Atherton High
Atherton, California




