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Mr. Jac'k C1,1 t1t
Sports Edt tor
Alameda Times Star

Alameda, Caltfornt8

Dear Jactu

1 recently reed ved th~ h~8rt-breaklng news I.:hat Bob De CelIe, Jr., f0I'1:1er
Alameda High track star, was kt lled ",hUe £tahUna for his country in the Indo.
China war.

1 got to know Bob well when I was the track and eros. country coach atAlameda
Hlah In tha ~arly sixths. Bob was just swrting to make a na~_ for h1madf a. an
Outstanding a~hlete and cltl%en. ! would like to taka a few minutes of your time to

Calk about .8ob Jr. t for in li-J th11rteen ye.1rs of cORcnlng Bob etand. out above the
hundred!i ()t boys <.1~h whom I have blten /Jssociated.

Bob. ?r "KobErto," ::i his friend5 calJeti him, 'laQ the epitome of American man.
bood. He raapected authority, ,.,"". aelfle'iI, and l~d Q:xi and hie fellow man. He
was gentle, courteous, dO: had a ~est ior liYlng. He wa. devoted to hi. t~amt his
&-chool, hi5 cout1try.

1 think I can best illustrate what kind of person Bob was by ~itlna a single

epiSOde from hia past. It happened in Bob's junior year, 1962, against a favored

San Leandro track tea~. Because of injuries to two key sprinters on the Alameda
team, Sob was asked to forsake hi. role as a mileI' and fill in for the .prints,

broad jump, and relay •••• io:v\!nta he had never comp..tted in before. Bob went on thdt
day to almost singlt!-handedly defeat San Leandro 57 t6 )6. by ,.nnn; ng th.e 440 in
53.0. th~ long jump in 19 '0, taking second 1n the 220, and runnl ••& the key le:~ in
deotdin& event of the day--the re14Y.

Bob '~nt on to win IMny honora: school record hold,!r 1n t~e 8RO, rut Ie, and 2
mile; ACAL :nile ehampton, All Northern Cali fornia t~ae tn ero •• country; Northern
California Junior College ~mpion In the mile, etc.

Bob won many honor. in hi. 26 year., but what .t2nd. out in ~y mind Is his

wUl1naneas to give. ne UMS 1.I111\og to ~acr1fic8 himself for the goed of the team
I. ~h. close ~1n over San Leandro In 1962. He was willing to .ecrlfice hi. life

fo~ his country whe, be volunteered tor combat duty in 1911.
His Ill. wa. ahort, but full and profound. He waft a credit to his fNmily. to

'1:h. ci ty of Alameda, and to Alllu'Sca. I would have been proud to have 1iad him 8a fRY
own eon.

Sineerely,

Plato Yanicke. Twack Coach

MeDlo-Atherton High

Atherton, California


