UNITED STATES

SPRING BREAK
Prefontaine Clips US 6 Mile Mark With 27:09.4

Bakersfield, Calif., March 24 /from Chuck Skow/—Steve Prefontaine
likes Bakersfield in late March. At least, that would seem to be the case, as
Pre has chosen a regular spring all-comers affair here to burn off hot record
'6M races the past two seasons.

In 72, Pre blazed a 27:22.4 collegiate standard. This time around it was
a national record 27:09.4. I did it again,” he said, “’but don’t ask me how."”’
How was by stringing together miles of 4:36.8, 4:35.0, 4:33.2, 4:31.4,
4:30.6 and 4:22.4 with a 60.4 last quarter. *’| think | could have run close to
27:00 if 1'd had any competition,” he said later. As it was, Paul Geis of the
Oregon TC gave him good help for the first half of the race, taking the con-
currently run 3M in a PR 13:24.2. That factor would negate Pre’s time asa_
world record, as |AAF rules only allow one race at a time. AAU rules con-
tain no such ruling, although there is the possibility of the “‘unfair pacing”
clause being invoked. ‘

Oregon teammate Mac Wilkins came up with a superb weight triple
winning the shot at 59-10% and the discus and hammer with PRs of 202-3
and 176-10.

Steve Gough showed good early decathlon form with his 7619 total,
while prep record holder Craig Brigham ended up with 6763 after running
around one of the hurdles for no points. A 16.0 would have given him 7492.

880, Bence 1:49.6. 3M, Geis 13:24.2. 6M, Prefontaine 27:09.4 AR, CR (69.5,
2:184, 3:27.6, 4:36.8, 5:45.6, 6:54.0, 8:02.6, 9:11.8, 10:19.3, 11:27.6, 12:36.0,
13:45.0, 14:53.3, 16:00.8, 17:08.8, 18:16.4, 19:24.4, 20:32.2, 21:40.0, 22:47.0,
23:55.4, 25:02.8, 26:09.0). PV, Dias 16-8. TJ(ok), Reader 52-1%. SP, Wilkins 59-10%.
DT, Wilkins 202-3; 2. Penrose 197-3. HT, Wilkins 176-10. JT, Quitslund 251-6.
Dec(23-24), Gough 7619 (11.1, 23-10%, 46-8%, 6-4, 50.5, 15.0, 1489, 13-5%, 194-6%,
4:58.2).

MEET OF CHAMPIONS §p§b0 ]
Feuerbach Plops 69-2, Smith Hits 17-5%, in Cold

Westwood, Calif., March 25 /by John Wenos/—The 2nd edition of
UCLA’s Meet of Champions followed 1972's inaugural with another set of
all-around good marks. Chief among these were Al Feuerbach’s 69-2 shot
put, Steve Smith’s 17-5% pole vault, John Powell's 201-5 discus throw, and
UCLA’s 40.0 440 relay. The shot and relay marks were bests of the still-

Pros and amateurs can’t meet competitively, so Brian Oldfield (!) and Al Feu-
erbach haven't clashed—but they have popped the shot sensationally anyway.
Oldfield’s 70-9% is a pro best and Feuerbach’s 70-2 paces amateurs. /Chadez/
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young season.

Feuerbach came back after a relatively ‘“‘weak’ opener (66-4%) to
throw 69-1%, 69-2, 687, foul and 68-2%, a respectable series averaging a
shade under 68-3% for five legal puts. For an encore, Feuerbach utilized a
discus turn “‘a la Oldfield” to heave the shot out to the 65ft marker. The real
competition was for 2nd, where Bruce Wilhelm edged Kent Pagel, 61-8 to
61-%. UCLA’s Dave Schiller joined teammate Page! over the 60ft mark with
60-3% for 4th.

Steve Smith failed to clear the “still-magic’ 18ft barrier, but fulfilled
his promise to beat the pros. He noted later, “[Bob] Seagren would have
finished 3rd here’’ (comparing his 17-5% best and Hans Lagerqvist’s 17-1 to
Seagren’s 17-0 the night before). Smith told reporters he had entertained
thoughts of turning pro but, ““They won't last if all their meets are like last
night!” :

UCLA substituted Gordon Peppars for Ron Gaddis in their usual sprint
relay lineup and responded with an 0.4 improvement. The Bruins needed
every one of their sharp handoffs to hold off Chuck Smith’s closing rush for
Cal International (40.3). .

John Powell got his first 200ft whip of the year with his 201-5 winning
toss. Last season’s longest throwing collegian, Steve Gunzel, couid only
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manage 174-8 for 9th, more than 20ft under his best at Santa Barbara the
day before.

In other highlights, Mark Winzenried led from the start to win the 880
in an excellent early-season time, 1:48.7. Best of the windy marks was
Tommy Lee White’s easy 13.5 hurdle victory. UCLA’s Clim Jackson came on
strong over the last three barriers to edge teammate Charles Rich, 13.8 to
13.9, for runnerup. Steve Williams doubled with 9.4 and 21.1 wins in the
sprint sections. The 220 was especially impressive as he slowed to a virtual
walk the final 15y.

/breezy and cool; synthetic surface; attendance 4212/ 100(w), S. Williams 9.4; 2. H.
Williams. 9.4. 111-1. Deckard 9.4. 220(w), I-1. L. Brown 20.9. }I-1. S. Williams 21.1. 440,
B. Brown 46.5. 880, Winzenried 1:48.7 (63.8). Mile, Eashman 4:08.7. St, Haver 9:09.4.
2M, Saicido 8:53.4. 6M, Wagenbach 28:29.2. 120HH(w), White 13.5; 2. Jackson 13.8.
440iH, Bolding 51.4; 2. Williams 51.4. .

HJ, Stones 7-1; 2. Matzdorf 7-0; 3. Shepard 7-0;. . . nh—Joseph. PV, Smith 17-5%;
2. Lagerquist” 17-1. .. nh—Isaksson™. LJ, McAlister 25-8%w (25-2%ok). TH{w), Tiff 51-2.
SP, Feuerbach 69-2 (66-4%, 69-1%, 69-2, 68-7, f, 68-2%; 2. B. Wilhelm 61-8; 3. Pagel
61-%; 4. Schiller 60-3%. DT, Powell 201-5. JT, Strickland 239-8. 440R, UCLA 40.0
(Welch, Brown, Parks, Peppars); 2. Cal International 40.3.
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