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un Indgescho)i
By Darrell Wilsoll

With 11,157 fans scream­
19, 31-year-old Ben Jipcho
ung an agonizing is-inch
ecision on Jim Ryun in the
~ature mile race last night
t the ITA profeSSional
wackmeet at file Cow Pal­
ceo

f,,' .~

and is running as if each
week may be his last.

Earlier in the evenIng. he
was able to steal victory in a
slow-paced tactical t w 0­
mile, tllereby saving his en­
ergy for the big push against
Ryun, world outdQor record
holder at 3:51.1.

. Jipcho's mile time {)f
The mile victory'complet- 4:04.3 was not sensational

d a double for the Jipcho, but the race itself was a
lho is trying to make it big smasher. In a surp6se
:> support a large family' move, Hyun tried to win it

wire-to-wire, .as they say at
Golden Gate Fields, and he
had the lead until about the
final two or three yards.

The two men began long
kids with 300yards left and
it appeared that Ryun might
hold {)if f Jipcho, voted.
world's track athlete of the
year in 1073.With 80 yards
to go, Ben pulled tcwithin a
yard but Ryun fought him
doggedly and it was a sud­
den whoosh over the 1:astten

which barely gave Jipcho
the decision.

All in all it was an out­
standing meet and I nowre­
vise my opinion as to pro
track's chances of making
the grade. The announced
crowd of 11,157 probably
'was accurate and was a tre­
mendous improvement over
1973when officials called it
6335and there were perhaps
4000in the house.

The. second feature was

scheduled to be the pole John Carlos, for whom the
Vault, in which the two feu- days have been long since

gel's. world outdoor record he raised ablack-gloved fist~older Bob Seagren at 18-5 as the bronze medalist ill

% and indoor world record Mexico City in 1968,.won aholder Steve Smith, 18-1%, tough double, a 6.0 in the
1':e1'e supposed to fight it 6O-yarddash and 31.4 in the
out. 300.

The winner was· Buddy John hashad no consistent
'\Villlamsol1,who cleared 17 employmen:t since that day,
feet and had fewest misses. although he had two short
Smith w a:s second, also runs in pro football before
~learil1g 17 feet, as did Sea- being cut by the Philadel­
gren, who was third. ' phia Eagles and by Mont-

~

real 111 the Canadian
League.

, ,
He seems to have lostlit­

tie ofhisgreat speed and en­
durance. He took command
over the last 15yardsinthe
60 and then overhauledJim
Green, a 440 man bytrade,
with an excellent 1fs burst in
thefinal70yards in the 300.

Carlos has not forgotten
the knackof makirig friends.
Upon being interviewed by

master of ceremonies Bob
Steiner, John said, "It's a.1.:
ways' a pleasure to beback

in LosAngeJes."

In the two-mile, J[pcho
used the rest of :the field set­
fishly - after ,all it is pro
track - by taggil1!g along in
fourtih place· while letting
Tom Laris and Gerry Lln':
gran do the work up front.
Kip Kaino, the Keniat!

See Page 43, CoJ. 5
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glamour - man who has won
two OlympiF golds and two
silvers, was not in shape and
was not a serious factor al­
though he plodded along
ahead of Jipche, finshing
fifth.

Lindgren, who first cap­
hired this Cow Palace crowd
as a high school junior, tried
to steal the race with a
great burst 220 yards from
the tape. But it was too
much too soon and Jipcho
picked him off on the last
110. Ben knows how to hus­
band his energy.

In the 40, in which pro
football players pur sue
walking-around money, raid­
e r Cliff Branch barely
inched ahead Q f Bengal
Isaac Curtis, both timed in
4.4.

James McAlister, who has
signed with the Southern
California team of the WF'L
was second in 4.5, with Haid­
er Clarence Davis fourth in
4.6.

Davis, who won the Los
Angeles city shot-put as a
high school senior, was Hot
outclassed by the sprint spe­
cialists. The 4gers' Bruce
Taylor was an advertised
entl'y-!mt-didnot ran.

The 6O-yard high hurdles
was not really a race once
Ron Milburn started to un­
wind. Rod, who is the world
record holder in five event,>,
indoors and '.mtdoors, was
even with the pack over the
second hurdle but from
there on he made an excel­
lent field seem ordinary.

Milburn was clecKed in
7.0. with Paul Gibson and
Leon Coleman. s8co\1;1 and
third respectively, bot 11
timed in 7.1.

Wyomia T y u S, Olympic
lOO-meter gold medalist in
both the 1964and 1!J68Olym­
pics, won the women's 60 in
6.6.


