
,Heart attack fatal to 'Paly' coach

,yUUlLtu. ,'t'c i:uway~ nan at; Ie~v
one youngster living at our
home, and often two or more,"
Mrs. Ray said. "Hod started
that even before we came here.
He usually found a kid who
was not getting enough to eat
and brought him home for a
few da~'s. Sometimes it tU1'llecl
out to be six weeks, sometimes
three years .
"I called a halt to that six

years ago because it meant he,
was on the job 24 hours a dayJ
He loved it and I think he missed
it.

"He had two ambitions that
were not fulfilled," Mrs. Ray said.
"One was to have a PE teacher in
every elementary school. The
other was to have athletics con­
sidered part of the educational
program, so that coaches would
not only be paid but would be
T e s p 0 n sib I e for educational
standards. He wanted them to be
paid so that he could expect that
the' educational standards would
be fulfilled.

"In 30 years he's done 50

years' work. I don't think the
public realizes how m u c h
teaching energy goes into it.
It was through sports that he
<co:t:ltinuedon Page 2, eoL 5)
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Howard (Bud) Ray J

top-flight halfback at PaJy'- in
194~, ,and Hod ?OUldjustifiably
,have, pushed hIS son into th!;
?tar,rmg role, but he didn't, Bud
1!1st~nc~velYc a lIed someone
else s SIgnal when the glory was
t? be had, too. He was Pl'ob­
aoly the most underrated player
in the league, ~hat year, though
he lDade second-string all-PAL.

, HOWARD C. ,(HPD) RAY
••• whose death this morning stunned his thousands of friends here.

II

monies in the school auditorium. Ray died~ of a
heart attack Dec. 17, aHer'more than 3q ,'years
as coach at Paly High. The field marker is;~ gift
of '~he;l'graduating class of '52. "•~·IHOD RAY A T:~LETIC FIELD at Palo Alto High

School will have its Church;1I Ave. entrance

imarked by kthis sign. Members of the current

;~~aduat;ng . cI~ss" ~iles. Joh~s~n !ie,f~) a,nd Bill

. ,

Howard Clifton (Hod) Ray, pleted. the second of two con- physician advised him to give up 'had settled after coming to the
whose firm hand guided the secutive undefeated seasons. His coaching entirely, United states from England. His
community's youth for more teams' all-time record, averaging But coa~hing was Hod's life. mother died when he was 10,
than 30 years while he taught about .715 in football and nearly He compromised by giving up and from the time he was i1
and coached at Palo Alto High as high in other sports, was a guidance of the Paly basketball he earned his own way in the
School, died of a heart attack tribute to his coaching skill. team, but continued to tutor the world.

this morning. , But as tributes and messages f~o.tballan~ trark squ::d,s.in ad- At Roslyn Hig'h School,. the
The. dean of the Penmsula of sympathy from the count- dltI,?n to hIS other a?tlvitIes., seven-man squad he played on

AthletIC League coaches-known less per son s he tau g h t Only Dr: GranYIlle WOO? s won the state basketball cham­
and belayed by thousands of Palo coached, worked with, and be: care. made It possI~le for hIm' pionship. After earning enough
Altans, sImply as H~d-was also friended began to pour into his to hv~ a nfir~al hfe for t~e money to go to college, Hod
supervIsor of physIcal educa- home and th Times today it past SIXyears, Mrs. Ray saId chose Oregon State, where he
tion for the city school system., was evident ~hat Hod will' be today, "but I'm than~ful that became one of the school's all-

Death ca,meto,Hod shortly be- remembered for his great spirit he was 3;~le to contmue for time a~hletic stars. He majored
fore da,,:n at hIS home at, 259 and character and his selfless tha~ long.. in anIInal husbandry, as no
Santa Rita A:re, He. had rISen devotion to the welfare of Palo Fl'1en~s pOInted out that Hod coaching course was then of-
once after ~eelmg pams, but re- Alto young people. was a t1~eles~worker, and that fered.
turned to hIS bed and refused to . , . he put III H1.r more effort to He made the varsit basket-
let his wife, Frances, call his doc- Only a .few close fnendsof the achIeve the res~lts he did than ball team as a fresh~an, and
,tor. . Ray famIly knew that liodhad most people realIzed.. for four years' played running

,L~ss than three weeks ago hIS s:xffered a severe heart. attac.k Hod w::sborn in Roslyn, W~sh., guard for the Beavers. During
V~~~~~!-~.:-"~:.d __~o~: ..s~X~.~~.~: ..that tlme_~s __,,:~~re hIS.fat~er, a :.~~!_.!?m~ .Q.jS junior and senior years he

, 'captained the team' and won
,all-conference honors, and as a
Isenior he coached both the var­
'sity and freshman teams.

Hod also played halfback on
the ose football team for one
year and took part in other
sports when his part-time work
!permitted. Last year he was hon­
lored by the college when the,new Beaver pavilion w~s opened.
! Frances Bowie, his Roslyn
: sweetheart, became Mrs. Ray
I early in 1918, not long before
i Hod went overseas to serve in

France with a machine gun
Jj~,ttalion during World War I.

I'~A'fter 'returning he managed it
sheep ranch in ellstern Wash­
ington for a short time.

\ In 1921 he came. here to at­
Fend a coaching school at stan­
ford, and before long joined the
Palo Alto High" School staft

During the 31 seasons thati
followed, his grid teams ran up
a record of 221 wins, 24 ties, and
63 losses, taking' eight PAL"
championships. Up to 1946 his"
baske,tba)l squaqs" won 12 titles, I

and 108 games against 45 losses.,•
His baseball and track squads,
.0:red almost eq~ally>w_en,-_ I

-.


