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~ 92 FINISH MARATHON

The stereotype of the soft American was dealt a
blow in Santa Barbara Sunday, when about 140 men,
women and children attempted the marathon run.
Ninety-two finished the 26 mile, 385-yard race along
hot pavement. The event was rich with marvelous
accomplishments.

There was 13-year-old Paul Lester, a student at
La Colina Junior High, who finished 24th with a time
of 3:12:29 in only his second marathon. That's just
five minutes off the reported national record,for his
age. Running beside Lester throughout the race was
Bob Carman, 40, an SBCC math teacher.

THE YOUNGEST

Two 10-year-olds were the youngest in the race
- Chuck Assumma of Rialto, who broke fou'r hours
(3:56:31)" and Carl DeCiutiis of Los Angeles
(4:20:29) .-:.both in their first marathons.

Running 10 seconds behind young Assumma
was a person 11 years older, but the sort of person
that would not have been trying the marathon a few
years ago. It would have been illegal, not to mention
unladylike. But Sue DeLapa of Santa Barbara
looked very feminine as she completed her first
26-miler. Five gir~s finished the race, and Miss
DeLapa led them for the first 20 miles, then dropped
to third in the division.' Second was pretty Doreen
Assumma, 13, Chuck's amazing sister.

THE OLDEST

No less amazing was Monty Montgomery, who
ran the last two miles barefoot, carrying his shoes.
Montgomery is 65 years old, but he crossed the
finish line in 21st place (3:07:22). He n'ever did any
distance running until he was past 60, when he gave

.up his first sport, bicycle racing. The Los Angeles
athlete has run 13 marathons, the best in a fantastic
2:53. '

Yet there was another fellow out on the course
who even had Montgomery shaking his head in won­
derment. Pete Strudwick of Palos Verdes placed
only 85th with a time of 4:28:08, and it was his best
by nine. minutes. But Strudwick was born without
feet or hands.

Strudwick has legs, though, and he decided
some time ago to put them to their fullest use. With
leather coverings over his footless ankles, he has
become one of the most dedicated of all marathon­
ers, a startling testimony to the human spirit.


