Mills, San Mateo take
PAL cross country titles

By ROBERT STOWE

. Times Correspondent

BELMONT — Jill Kurz led
Mills High to its third straight
Peninsula Athletic League cross
country title at the Crystal
Springs course Thursday.

In boys’ competition, Paul Eley
of Mills won the long-awaited
confrontation between Andy
BupKIand Derek Waxman, but

ateo won the varsity race,

“I'm real pleased with the way
the kids ran,” San Mateo coach
Don Dooley said. “Our main goal
now is to get to the (Central
Coast) Sections as a team.”

Eley, a transfer student to Mills
this year, led the race from start
to finish.

] finally got pushed hard in a
race,” he said. “I'm happy I won
the race, but I'm positive I can do
better. The pressure may be a lit-
tle more next week (during the
sub-CCS race), but I think I can
handle it.”

Viking coach Ed Parker agrees
with that assessment.

“Paul doesn’t know this course
very well, but his time today was
better than it was the last time he
ran here. As he gets more familiar
with the course, he’ll get more
confident and he’ll run better,”” he
said.

While Waxman finished

second, he feels he can do better
next week.

“I ran with Andy for most of
the race, but as we got into the
final mile, I thought Paul was
beginning to move up,” Waxman
said. “I picked up my pace and
tried to catch him.

Waxman managed to close to
within 10 yards with a quarter of
a mile left in the race. Eley’s
15:10 was the fastest on the
course this year.

Mills may have its best girls
varsity team ever, with six run-
ners finishing in the top 10, and
three of the top five runners.

“We want to win the section
and then go to state as a team,”
Kurz said. 1 wasn’t surprised I
won today instead of (favorite)
Alva (Dancel). She wasn't feeling
very well.”

Kurz has made dramatic
advances since last year, when
she was struggling to make the
varsity squad. With extensive
training over the summer, Kurz
has run several personal bests this
year.

“During our first duel meet
(vs. Burlingame) I ran two
minutes faster than I had before.
That told me I had gotten a lot
better.”

Susie Jones of Carlmont was
second in the race and she wasn't

happy about it.

“1 went out fast at the be n-
mng because I knew Alva and Jill
are strong on the hills. Jill caught
me in the second mile, and I ran
with Alva for the rest of the
race,” Jones said. “It was real hot
today, and I didn’t drink enough
before the race. I had some trou-
ble with cramping up towarcib the
end of the race. I know I can do
better on this course,”

Wednesday, PAL teams will
join more than 40 others in the
Central Coast Section sub-section
at Crystal Springs at 1:15 p.m
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