2012 Earthquake Invitational Preview by Coach Gustavo Ibarra

San Benito High School (Hollister) is proud to host their 2nd Annual Earthquake Invitational after a fine inaugural edition! The meet is set for this Saturday, October 6th at the school’s track complex and adjacent fields. The course is 5,000 meters and is mostly flat with some slight climbs and mostly dirt trails. The meet will have middle school races along with the traditional Frosh/Soph, Junior Varsity, and Varsity high school divisions. The meet had 9 teams last year and will almost double in size welcoming 16 squads this time around. Although intimate in nature, the competition for top bragging rights will be quite competitive individually and team wise for both genders although some squads will be short-handed with school festivities as well as SAT testing. Most teams are from the Central Coast Section with three teams making the longer trek from the Central Section.  By far, the longest trek and the most anticipated squad are the boys from Auckland Grammar School in New Zealand!!! They bring 28 guys as part of a California/Hawaii tour and bring with them a great tradition! More on that later!! On to the details!
For the varsity ladies we have a great toss-up dual set up once again between CCS powers Aptos and host San Benito. Aptos comes in ranked 3rd overall in CCS with San Benito right on their heels at #4.  Both are ranked first in their respective divisions and will seek section titles later on. Although Aptos has lost the services of their all-state ace, they feature a fine crew with state meet experience after a very fine 3rd place plaque winning effort. That being said, we’ll go ahead and peg host San Benito as favorites here although Aptos had a slightly better overall team performance just last week at the Stanford Invitational.  San Benito does have the services of their own super-star ace and will be very hard to beat at home. They showed well at Earlybird with the second fastest team time and will be in full force here. They also tied Madera South for the win here last year and will go for the out-right win this time around. Madera South returns and counters with a fine crew and will be looking to upset the favorites once again. They have been showing well and bring with them a good pack. Leland has a good crew that should show well up-front, especially with their team leader. Christopher has slowly but surely grown as a newer school and will hope to place top 5. Notre Dame (Belmont), Alisal, Greenfield, Notre Dame (Salinas), and North Monterey County should also show well.  
Individually, Vanessa Estrada (San Benito) will make the host school shine with her tenacity and fearlessness. She started her season with a course record run at the Dennis Dewitt Invitational and has gone on to shine at Earlybird (18:09) and Stanford (18:04). Nikki Hiltz (Aptos) set the course record here last year at 17:54 and we’re sure Vanessa has what it takes to take a crack at that. With her front-running style, Vanessa is well on her way to a top 10 finish at the state meet in division 1! Alyssa Johnson (Leland) has been showing very well all year and will help lead the chase pack. Cristal Rivera (Madera South) has looked great early on and will mix it up. Clare Peabody (Aptos) leads her team now and has adjusted well to that role. Alex Lathos (Notre Dame-Salinas) has the speed to show well on this flat course. Teammates Maura Forbush & Amy Quinones (San Benito) and Yulisa Abundis & Matti Peoples (Aptos) will help the favorites up-front. Others hoping to shine include Linda Delgado (North Monterey County), Jamie Boutteac (Christopher), Daisy Jimenez (Madera South), and Riley Mason (Leland). 
For the gentlemen we have a great showcase up-front with some traditionally rich programs, one that is staking claim as one of the best in California, and one that is from the other side of the world, literally!! Division I power Madera South from the Central Section has been on a tear lately and comes in ranked 4th in state! The hard-working crew has the tools to be a legitimate threat to get a top 3 plaque come the state championships. So far they have blasted their own invitational and tied their team record (80:31) at the  Earlybird Invite (Toro Park) good for the 2nd fastest time ever! And, to cap it off, they’ve been busy in Southern California roaring to the 2nd fastest time at the prime-time Woodbridge Invite and finished a strong 2nd to the top ranked team in the state in Division III at the Palos Verdes Invite. Although Madera South has been racking up the miles, Auckland Grammar (New Zealand) wins hands down on the traveling and may steal the show!! This crew didn’t fly almost 7,000 miles to just show-up! Meet spectators will be in for a treat as this tradition rich team brings 28 guys with a competitive squad. Years ago this team made a great showing at a local scrimmage meet and showed the local teams what it’s all about with their traditional dance and motivational chants. They have won the last 3 NEW ZEALAND NATIONAL TITLES for 3 man and 6 man teams!! We’ll see how they match up with one of California’s best! Leland features a great front-runner and will show well ranked 4th overall in CCS! Alisal doesn’t show up in the overall sectional rankings but should soon find a spot there as they feature a nice pack with a slim 20 second spread. Host San Benito (Hollister) ranked 15th overall in CCS has a couple of front-runners that will score low but will need to shore up their 4th and 5th runners to challenge the favorites. Watsonville has a good returning crew and makes their meet debut. North Monterey County is very young and is coming into form. Others hoping to show well include Aptos, Palma, Greenfield, and Christopher.   
Individually it could get very interesting with a couple of individual stars that know each other very well trying to get a tie-breaker type win! Jose Herrera (Madera South) has stamped himself as an all-state force with wins at his home invite, where he set a new course record, Earlybird Invite, and Palos Verdes Invite! His run at Earlybird was especially note-worthy as his 15:14 is now the 4th fastest ever at the popular Toro Park with his time beating the likes of Olympian Diego Estrada (Alisal-2007)! Richard Ho (Leland) was only 6 seconds back of Jose at Earlybird and has beaten him several times. He will look to regain the upper-hand after winning this race last year and setting a standing course record of 15:50. The CCS star is not afraid to push the pace and it could make for a memorable dual. His 15:38 at Stanford last week was 2nd fastest among CCS runners. Randy Sosa (Greenfield) has ups and downs but may surprise if he’s on. Teammates Uriel Cabanas and David Garcia (Madera South) are the glue that keeps their amazing squad intact. Another duo to watch is Steven Velarde and Ricardo Esqueda (San Benito) from the host school. Jacob Calvillo (Leland) has made the jump into elite ranks and gives them a nice 1-2 punch! Justin Carrancho (Watsonville) leads them and is having a nice senior campaign. Orlando Sanchez and Luis Vargas (Alisal) lead their crew. There are others that will hope to crack the top 10 and we’ll see how many from Auckland Grammar that made the long trip from New Zealand can survive the jet-lag to medal.
2012 EARTHQUAKE INVITE TEAMS

ALISAL

APTOS

AUCKLAND GRAMMAR, NEW ZEALAND

CHRISTOPHER

GREENFIELD

LELAND
MADERA SOUTH

NORTH MONTEREY COUNTY

NOTRE DAME (BELMONT)

NOTRE DAME (SALINAS)

PAJARO VALLEY

PALMA

SAN BENITO (HOLLISTER)

SUMMIT RAINIER

SUMMIT TAHOMA

WATSONVILLE

      REVISED Schedule




8:00 
Middle School Girls




8:30 
Middle School Boys




9:00
Frosh/Soph girls




9:30
Frosh/Soph boys




10:00
Varsity girls race




10:30
Varsity boys race




11:00
JV girls race



11:30   JV boys race
